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The Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission was established in 

1988 to strengthen existing protections for the setting of 

Nebraska’s landmark State Capitol. Commission membership 

of seven citizen volunteers includes five members appointed by 

the City of Lincoln and two appointed by the State of Nebraska. 

In 2015 Cecil Steward, one of the Commission’s founding 

members, retired from service and Gene Crump was appointed 

in his place. Otherwise membership remained unchanged with 

Jeff Searcy continuing as chair, and Commissioners Christine 

Dionisopoulos, John Kay, Tom Laging, Karen Nalow, and Jon 

Weinberg. The seven appointed citizen members are assisted 

by three ex officio members—Bob Ripley of the Office of the 

Capitol Commission (for the State of Nebraska), the director of 

Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department (David Cary, 

acting director), and Lynn Johnson (director, Lincoln Parks & 

Recreation Department). Staffing is provided by the 

Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department. 

The Commission is required to meet at least quarterly by 

Section 27.56.060 of the Lincoln Municipal Code. The 

Commission met eight times in 2015, including the annual joint 

meeting with the Capitol Commission on November 17th.

Nebraska’s Centennial Mall (Centennial Mall, K Street to R Street) 

Continued, substantial progress on rebuilding Nebraska’s 

Centennial Mall was again this year’s banner project in the 

Capitol Environs. Substantial completion is expected by the end 

of this year. Planting has begun, from south to north, with final 

planting occurring in 2016. 

The Commission reviewed numerous inscriptions for the Spirit 

of Nebraska Pathway, with an editorial committee assisting in 

that detailed process. Sixty-eight inscriptions have been 

approved honoring a broad spectrum of Nebraska people and 

organizations. The approved inscriptions are attached as an 

appendix.  
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Detail of foundation,  
Centennial Mall at K Street  

>  



 

1220 Lincoln Mall Building  

Farmers Mutual Insurance Company completed exterior work 

to renovate the former headquarters at 1220 Lincoln Mall. 

Interior finishes will be completed as tenants sign leases.  

   

1220 Lincoln Mall from north 

>
 



III Landmark Centre (Lincoln Mall, 11th Street to 12th Street) 

III Landmark Centre has been completed on the block bounded 

by Lincoln Mall, South 11th Street, K Street, and South 12th 

Street, directly west of the Farmers Mutual Block. Lincoln 

Chamber of Commerce is a key tenant in the handsome 

building.  
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III Landmark Centre from northeast   
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Nebraska History Museum—1% for Art enhancements 

In August and October, the Commission reviewed proposals 

and designs for colorful metal panels to be installed on the east 

façade of the Museum, under the State’s 1% for Art program. 

Jeanine Centuori and Russell Rock of “Urban Rock” are the 

designers of “Inside Outside,” working with curators to select 

iconic images of objects in the collection. The installation is 

scheduled to be completed to accompany the reopening of the 

Museum in the second quarter of 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Inside Outside proposal for  

Nebraska History Museum   
>  



 

Goodhue Boulevard Monument

The Near South Neighborhood Association worked with the Commission extensively in 2014 and 2015 on a monument to honor 

Bertram Goodhue, for installation at Goodhue Boulevard and A Street. The monument was installed in May 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conceptual Design for 
Goodhue Monument 

>  Installed Goodhue Monument 

>
 



Other Projects

Residential improvements reviewed by the Commission in 

earlier years are under construction this year at the President 

and the Ambassador apartments (Lincoln Mall and South 14th 

Street), 1421 P Street adjacent to the Nebraska History 

Museum, and at Century House (1201 Lincoln Mall). The 

Commission approved a submission from the Lincoln Urban 

Development Department for two new houses to be built on 

South 19th Street, south of J Street, replacing substandard 

housing that had been removed from that site. The Commission 

recommended enhancement to the design and the plans 

submitted for building permits reflected those suggestions.  

 

Maintaining a variety of good quality housing units throughout 

the Environs District is among the goals of the Environs 

Commission. 

The Commission also reviewed proposed amendments to the 

Design Standards for the Environs District, addressing past 

additions to the boundaries of the district and “lessons learned” 

in the Commission’s years of service. Some of the proposal are 

intended to reflect the proposed South Haymarket 

Neighborhood Plan, which includes a portion of the west (J 

Street) extension of the District. The Commission reviewed and 

commended on the draft South Haymarket Plan which was 

subsequently approved by Planning Commission and City 

Council. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted January 28, 2016 
Ed Zimmer, Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department 
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Approved as of Nov. 2015--1 
 

Icon:  Bison 
 
Lincoln Parks Foundation        Lincoln 
 
Established in 1992 with a mission to inspire and nurture a 
philanthropic legacy for parks and recreation in Lincoln. 
The Foundation honors all volunteers and donors who supported 
the campaign to revitalize Nebraska's Centennial Mall. 
 

 
Icon:  Bison 
 
George Robbins Day        Lincoln 
 
Born in Lincoln in 1917, this entrepreneur treasured Nebraska’s  
expansive landscapes, its flowing waters, its magnificent sunsets  
and its children, whom he supported with his gifts and service.  
George inspired others with his wit and wide-ranging knowledge.  
 

 
Icon:  Bison 
 
Bill Whitmer Family Trees Forever Endowment     Lincoln 
 
This endowment provides for hundreds of trees along Centennial  
Mall and their replacement in perpetuity, a tribute to Bill  
Whitmer and his family's connection to our beautiful  
State Capitol and to the work his ABC Electric performed there. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Bison 

Cooper Foundation Lincoln 

Joseph H. Cooper, born in 1885 in Lithuania and the founder of  
Cooper Theatres, created the Cooper Foundation in 1934. One of 
the oldest foundations in America, it supports strong, sustainable 
organizations, innovative ideas and ventures of significant promise. 
 

 

Icon:  Corn 

Cornhusker Bank Davey and Lincoln 

Founded in Davey in1903, Cornhusker Bank moved to Lincoln in 1960.  
Owned by the Dittman family, it  is Lincoln's oldest  locally  
owned community bank, dedicated to responsible stewardship  
of customers' financial resources and committed to their success. 
 

 

Icon:  Scales 

Hudson J. and Ora Winnett Lincoln 

Dr. H.J. Winnett served as Lincoln’s 17th mayor from 1899 to 1903. 
The Winnetts established a significant trust to benefit the city  
in perpetuity by supporting artwork, fountains and monuments  
now found in parks throughout Lincoln. 
 
Honored by the City of Lincoln 

 



Approved as of Nov. 2015--3 
 

Icon:  Thunderbird 

Lincoln Community Foundation Lincoln 

Founded in 1955 by a group of visionaries with a genuine love 
for Lincoln and a strong commitment to its constant improvement. 
This legacy endures through stewardship of charitable gifts to 
enrich the community residents now and in the future. 
 

 
Icon:  Thunderbird 

Roger Larson Lincoln 

Born in Wausa in 1925 to second-generation Swedish immigrants, he 
graduated from the University of Nebraska. A broadcast executive, 
devoted family man and community leader, he believed  in 
improving Lincoln and making life better for future generations. 

 
Honored by the Lincoln Parks Foundation 
 

 

Icon:  Scales 

The Joe R. Seacrest Family Lincoln and North Platte 

The Seacrest family owned the Lincoln Journal newspaper from 1887 
to 1995. Joe R. began his 40-year newspaper career in 1946.  
Beatrice “Mike” began a career as a TV talk show hostess in 1972.  
Together they raised five children and supported their community. 
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Icon:  Thunderbird 

TierOne Bank Foundation Lincoln 

Established in 2002 to fund community projects in Lincoln and 
across the state, the TierOne Bank Foundation had a significant  
positive impact as it proudly supported hundreds of dedicated  
employees in their commitment to community. 
 

  

Icon:  Corn 
 
R.S. and Carrie Dickinson      Columbus and Omaha 
 
Parents of Jean, Hugh, Ann, Sheila, and Rae. In 1936, R.S. was  
named president of Nebraska Consolidated Mills, now  
ConAgra Foods. This Nebraska family is known for business  
achievement, education, art and philanthropy. 
 

 

Icon: Corn                                                      Scottsbluff                

Platte Valley Bank 

Established in 1909 with an ongoing and passionate 
commitment to the communities it serves, Platte 
Valley Bank salutes Scottsbluff and western Nebraska 
by supporting Nebraska’s Centennial Mall. 
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Icon: Thunderbird                            Lincoln and Omaha 

Krieger Family Foundation 

The Krieger Family Foundation was created in 2011 by Jim  
and Penny Krieger.  It fosters entrepreneurship in Nebraska 
through programs in schools and universities and by  
encouraging a business climate supportive of entrepreneurs. 
 

 
Icon:  Corn 
 
Windstream 
 
Since the founding of LT&T in 1904, Windstream and its  
predecessors have connected Nebraskans to each other  
and to the world.  Windstream is dedicated to providing the  
Cornhusker State with vital communications and data services. 
 

 
Icon:  Scales 
 
City of Lincoln 
 
Drawn by the same saline basin that provided salt to native 
peoples, early settlers founded the town Lancaster on the prairie 
in 1856. Chosen as the capital of the new state of Nebraska on 
August 14, 1867, the settlement was renamed for Abraham Lincoln. 
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Icon: Bison                                                                          Lincoln  
 
Ameritas 
 
Established in Lincoln in 1887, Old Line Bankers Life Insurance  
Company was formed by five local businessmen as Lincoln’s first  
locally owned insurance company.  Renamed in 1988, Ameritas  
provides a broad range of insurance and financial services. 
 

 
Icon:  Corn                                                                                          Lincoln 
 
Campbell’s Nursery 
 
In 1912 railway mail clerk Claude C. Campbell expanded his  
garden hobby into a nursery that grew into a multi-generational, 
family-owned and operated garden center and full-service  
landscape company. Campbell’s cultivates ideas and community. 
 

 
Icon: Corn                                                                                           Lincoln 
 
Jack and LaVeta Danek 
 
Married in 1941, loving 
parents of 11 children. 
Owned Stop and Shop 
Market. 
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Icon: Thunderbird                                                                            Kearney 
 
Ron and Carol Cope 
 
Educators, business owners 
and philanthropists. 
Ron was elected to the  
Unicameral in 1974. 
 

 
Icon:  Thunderbird 

Sheila Dickinson Dinsmore Graf   Lincoln 

Born in 1923, Sheila was the daughter of Carrie and Robert S. 
Dickinson, president of Nebraska Consolidated Mills.  Sheila raised 
five children and believed in putting others above herself.  She 
worked tirelessly to make Lincoln a better place to live. 
 
Honored by the Lincoln Community Foundation 
 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Icon:  Bison 

Loren Eiseley                                 Lincoln 

Born in 1907 in Lincoln, Eiseley was a writer, science educator, 
anthropologist and philosopher. He had a unique ability to  
combine science and humanism,  often basing his observations 
 on his Nebraska roots.  
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame  
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

Icon:  Thunderbird 

Hartley Burr Alexander   Lincoln and Syracuse 

Born in Lincoln in 1873 and raised in Syracuse, Alexander was 
Dean of Philosophy at the University of Nebraska.  He authored  
the decorative themes and inscriptions for the Nebraska Capitol,  
Memorial Stadium, Joslyn Art Museum and other notable buildings. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame  
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Icon:  Thunderbird 

Rainbow Assembly #6  Lincoln 

Building character and  
providing service 
opportunities for  
teenage girls since 1922. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Icon:  Corn 

Mary Frances Tous   Fairmont 

Born in 1929, Mary was  
raised in Fairmont, worked 
in finance, and created  
a charitable foundation.  
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____________________________________________________________________ 

Icon:  Corn 

Nebraska Broadcasters Assoc. 

Formed in 1934, NBA  
advocates for Nebraska 
broadcasters in radio   
and television. 

 
Icon:  Corn 

Nebraska Press Association 

Protecting a free press 
and advocating for Nebraska 
newspapers and advertisers 
since 1873. 
______________________________________________________________________ 

  

Icon: Corn 
 
Alfred & Dorothy DuTeau                                                 Lincoln 
 
Founded DuTeau Chevrolet in 
1928. Al was on City Council. 
Dorothy helped initiate 
Junior League of Lincoln. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Scales 
  
Alvin Saunders Johnson                                                                               Homer 
  
Son of immigrant Nebraska farmers, graduate of and teacher at 
NU. Earned PhD at Columbia in 1902.  Adult education innovator. 
Directed New School in New York City, where he sheltered Jewish 
scholars fleeing Nazism.  Authored model anti-discrimination law. 
  
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
  
Icon:  Thunderbird 
  
Bess Streeter Aldrich                                    Elmwood and Lincoln 
  
Prolific Nebraska author who gave literary life to Midwestern 
pioneer history, emphasizing the importance of family and 
perseverance, which her own life demonstrated. Author of a dozen 
books and more than 100 short stories from the 1910s to 1950s. 
  
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
_____________________________________________________________________  
Icon:  Thunderbird 
  
Charlie and Suzy Wright                                                    Lincoln 
  
Recognizing and respecting 
Native American history 
to honor the First People 
of the Plains. 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Thunderbird 

  
Edward J. Flanagan                                          Boys Town 
  
Priest, social reformer and visionary who benefitted children 
and families immeasurably.  Pioneered efforts to save children 
from neglect, abuse and poverty, founding Boys Town in 1917.  
He declared “There’s no such thing as a bad boy.” 
  
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
_____________________________________________________________________  
   
Icon:  Corn 
  
George and Cecile Meyer Frampton                                       Lincoln 
  
From their marriage in 1918, George and Cecile built a 
strong legacy of banking and community commitment. 
Through the leadership of the Dittman family, all Cornhusker 
Bank employees continue this proud tradition. 
  
Honored by Alice Frampton Dittman 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
  
Icon:  Thunderbird 
                                                                                
Rodenburg Family                                               Lincoln 
  
Established 1987 
Rich and Susan (Larson) 
Max and Jack 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Scales 
  
Stanley M. Heng                                                   Nebraska City 
  
Major General Heng was 
Adjutant General of the 
Nebraska Military Department 
from 1987 to 2000. 
  
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Stewart                                       Lincoln 
  
Wed in 1947, attorney Jack 
was a civic leader, Jo loved 
and supported the arts. 
They had three children.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
  
Mr. & Mrs. Don Stewart                                      Lincoln 
  
Wed in 1919, Don was a 
lawyer and Laura was a 
civic leader, chairing the 
YWCA.  They had three sons. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Thunderbird 
  
Mr. & Mrs. C. Radcliffe                                       Sidney 
  
Wed in 1918. Clayton was a 
lawyer, stock man and cowboy 
historian. The parents of C.S. 
& Myrna were early pioneers. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Icon:  Corn 
  
Glenn Korff                                                                              Hebron 
  
This fourth generation Nebraskan graduated from NU in 1965 with 
degrees in chemistry and zoology. After a career in investment  
banking he made legacy gifts to UNL Glenn Korff School of Music, 
the Lied Center Broadway Series and to this Mall. 
 

 
 
 Icon:  Thunderbird 
  
John Neihardt                                                                    Wayne and Bancroft 
  
Epic poet of the West, historian, philosopher and friend of the 
American Indian.  Nebraska Poet Laureate in Perpetuity, 1921 
to 1973. Wrote Black Elk Speaks (1932). Married sculptress 
Mona (Martinsen) Neihardt in 1910. They had four children. 
  
Nebraska Hall of Fame, honored by TMCO, Inc. 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 



Approved as of Nov. 2015--14 
 

Icon:  Thunderbird 
  
Jack McBride                                                                        Omaha and Lincoln 
  
Visionary pioneer in public broadcasting, he began at NU in 1953  
as the first director of educational TV. He founded KUON in 1954, 
which grew into the statewide NET network under his leadership.   
Played a key role in founding PBS, and advised 25 nations.  
 _____________________________________________________________________  
  
 

Icon:  Thunderbird 

Junior League of Lincoln       Lincoln 

Established in 1921 by women of Lincoln to improve the lives of 
women and children through education and philanthropy. The  
volunteers of Junior League train leaders, raise funds, advocate,  
laugh and develop lifelong friendships. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Mari Sandoz       Gordon and Lincoln 

Born in 1896 south of Hays Springs, eldest of six children.   
Author, teacher and friend of the Native American, her books  
include Old Jules, Slogum House  and Crazy Horse. "The real  
frontier lies in the stimulation of the creative mind of man.” 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
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Icon: Thunderbird  
 
NEBRASKAland Foundation        

Begun in 1962 to promote  
the unique cultural heritage  
of our state and recognize  
outstanding Nebraskans.  
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Susette La Flesche Tibbles   Omaha Reservation         
  

Known as "Bright Eyes" to her Omaha tribe, Tibbles was a teacher, 
journalist and speaker. She interpreted for Chief Standing Bear 
during his historic civil rights trial in 1879. She later toured  
the U.S. and abroad as an advocate for Native American rights. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Icon:  Thunderbird 

Willa Cather       Red Cloud 

 
Born in Virginia, raised in Red Cloud and graduated from the 
University of Nebraska. Journalist, teacher, poet and novelist of  
frontier life including O Pioneers! and My Antonia. 1923 Pulitzer  
Prize winner for One of Ours. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame, honored by Alice Frampton Dittman   
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_____________________________________________________________________ 

Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
William Frederick Cody       North Platte 
 
Born in 1846, Buffalo Bill was an Army scout, buffalo hunter,  
rancher, irrigationist, and showman of the West. In 1883 Cody 
founded his Wild West show that toured the world romanticizing 
the American West and the cowboy. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame  
 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
Icon: Thunderbird 
 
Allen J. Beerman        Lincoln 

Secretary of State 1971-75 
Wife Linda 
Sons Matthew and John 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Brien Hendrickson                               Lincoln 
 
Honoring our loving, patient  
and fun father. Lincoln High 
& UN-L track champion. 
Early Haymarket developer. 
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_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon: Thunderbird 
 
Jeff & Judy Greenwald                        Lincoln 
 
For family 
For community 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Corn  
 
Kremer Farms                                        Aurora 
 
Since 1885, generations of  
Kremers have been leaders  
in agriculture, conservation 
and community building. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Pansing Brooks Family                          Lincoln 
 
Loel & Patty married in 1982. 
For our beloved future 
Taylor, Graham, and Avary 
Education Service Faith Love 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation 
 
Since 1942, the Foundation has supported the mission of the 
Historical Society to preserve and open to all the histories of 
the peoples and places of Nebraska.  The Nebraska State 
Historical Society was founded in 1878. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
The Northrups                                   Lincoln 
 
Robert & Victoria   
Builder & designer wed 1970. 
Serving Lincoln through art,  
work and philanthropy. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Corn 
 
State Farm 
 
State Farm was founded in 1922 and expanded to Nebraska in 1927,         
with a mission to help people manage the risks of everyday life,            
recover from the unexpected, and realize their dreams. State Farm         
believes in building stronger, safer, better educated communities.           
 
______________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Bison 
 
Loren Eiseley       Lincoln 
 
Born in 1907 in Lincoln, Eiseley was a writer, science educator, 
anthropologist and philosopher.  He had a unique ability to  
combine science and humanism, often drawing on his 
Nebraska roots as a basis for his observations. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
The Berry Family                   Lincoln 

Margaret & John Stevens 
Laura, John, Chris, Rory 
We love Lincoln, the arts,  
the law and the land. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Bison 
 
Robert F Diffendal Jr.            Lincoln 
 
Geologist of the  
High Plains/Ogallala 
Aquifer 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
John and Claudia Reinhardt                        Lincoln 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon: Corn 
 
Derrel and Lela Hutchens      Geneva 
 
Endured drought, hardship 
and the Great Depression to 
build strong family values 
and a love of agriculture. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Humanities Nebraska 
 
Enriching the cultural life of 
Nebraska since 1973. 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Ann Dickinson Mactier 
 
Educator-State Leader 
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______________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Anne Pagel                        Lincoln 
 
Our parks and arts define 
us for those who follow. 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Corn 
 
Edward Creighton        Omaha 
 
Born in 1820 in Ohio to Irish immigrants, Edward succeeded in  
business which included farming, cattle, freighting, banking and 
building the transcontinental telegraph.  His widow Mary Lucretia 
fulfilled his wish to establish a college in Omaha. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Hartley Burr Alexander     Lincoln and Syracuse 
 
Born in Lincoln in 1873 and raised in Syracuse, Alexander was  
Dean of Philosophy at the University of Nebraska.  He authored 
the decorative themes and inscriptions for the Nebraska Capitol, 
Memorial Stadium, Joslyn Art Museum, and other notable buildings.  
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame 
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____________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird  
 
GPTN                                     
 
Great Plains Trails Network, 
citizen advocates for      
multipurpose trails in 
and around Lancaster County.  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Thunderbird 
 
Herb and Dianna Schimek                                   Lincoln 
 
In honor of those 
who came before.  
________________________________________________________ 
 
Icon:  Scales 
 
Nathan Roscoe Pound                                            Lincoln 
 
Born in Lincoln in 1870, Roscoe and his sisters were educated by 
their mother before attending NU. He studied botany and law,  
earning a doctorate in botany.  He served as professor and dean  
of NU College of Law and Harvard Law College. 
 
Nebraska Hall of Fame, honored by the family of Judge William Hastings 
 
 
 


