
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND Wednesday, April 22, 2009, 1:00 p.m., City 
PLACE OF MEETING: Council Chambers, First Floor, County-City Building,

555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska
              
MEMBERS IN Leirion Gaylor Baird, Gene Carroll, Michael Cornelius,
ATTENDANCE: Dick Esseks, Roger Larson, Jim Partington, Lynn

Sunderman and Tommy Taylor (Wendy Francis
absent).  Marvin Krout, Steve Henrichsen, David Cary,
Rashi Jain, Jean Preister and Teresa McKinstry of the
Planning Department; media and other interested
citizens.

STATED PURPOSE Regular Planning Commission Meeting
OF MEETING:

Chair Gene Carroll called the meeting to order and requested a motion approving the
minutes for the regular meeting held April 8, 2009.  Motion for approval made by
Sunderman, seconded by Larson and carried 7-0: Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Esseks, Larson,
Partington, Sunderman  and Taylor voting ‘yes’; Cornelius abstained; Francis absent.

CONSENT AGENDA
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: April 22, 2009

Members present: Gaylor Baird, Carroll, Cornelius, Esseks, Larson, Partington, Sunderman
and Taylor; Francis absent.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 08017A.

Ex Parte Communications: None

Item 1.1, Special Permit No. 08017A, was removed from the Consent Agenda and
scheduled for separate public hearing at the request of Commissioner Gaylor Baird. 
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CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 09002
FROM AG AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT
TO AGR AGRICULTURAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT,
ON PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED
AT S. 96TH STREET AND SALTILLO ROAD.
REQUEST FOR DEFERRAL: April 22, 2009

Members present: Sunderman, Taylor, Larson, Partington, Gaylor Baird, Esseks, Cornelius
and Carroll; Francis absent.

The Clerk announced that the applicant has requested an additional four-week deferral. 
Taylor moved to defer, with continued public hearing and action scheduled for June 3,
2009, seconded by Esseks, and carried 8-0: Sunderman, Taylor, Larson, Partington,
Gaylor Baird, Esseks, Cornelius and Carroll voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.  

SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 08017A,
FOR SOIL EXCAVATION,
ON PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED
AT BLUFF ROAD AND HIGHWAY 77.
PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: April 22, 2009

Members present: Sunderman, Taylor, Larson, Partington, Gaylor Baird, Esseks, Cornelius
and Carroll; Francis absent.

Ex Parte Communications: None.

Staff recommendation: Conditional approval.

This application was removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of Commissioner
Gaylor Baird.

Staff presentation:  Steve Henrichsen of Planning staff explained that this application is
for soil extraction on the east side of North 56th Street/Hwy 77, one-half mile north of Bluff
Road.  This site was previously approved for a soil mining special permit but the applicant
never went forward with any actual excavation.  That permit expired and the applicant
wants to continue by this new application.  Staff finds that the application meets all
conditions of the recently established and updated regulations on soil mining. 

In response to a concern raised by Commissioner Gaylor Baird, Henrichsen submitted a
proposed amendment to Condition #2.1.5 as follows:

Provide a minimum 75% screen up to 4 feet in height along Hwy 77 to visually block the
view of automobile occupants of the excavation site.  The screen can be accomplished by
an opaque fence, grass covered berm or landscaping material.
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Staff believes that the topsoil removed could be stored along the site, covered with grass
seed and used as a berm.  That screen could be accomplished by a fence, a grass-covered
berm or through other landscaping material.  The conditions recently established in the soil
mining ordinance suggest that safety screening could be required along the outer boundary
of the site, and also note that visual screening through setbacks, berming and other
techniques may also be required where said boundary is adjacent to residential or park
land, school property, or at major entryways/corridors into a city, town or village.
Henrichsen concurred that North 56th/Hwy 77 would be considered an entryway to the city.

Proponent

1.  Adam Root of Gana Trucking and Excavation, 2200 W. Panama Road, Martell,
presented the request for special permit as the applicant and on behalf of the property
owner.  He agreed to the proposed amendment for screening and berming.  He suggested
that the use of silt fencing will also help.  

Larson inquired whether the applicant has ever had a mining permit.  Root indicated that
Gana Trucking has not, but they do have a sand and gravel pit at the shop which they have
been running for 15 years, so they are familiar with the process.  

There was no testimony in opposition.  

ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: April 22, 2009

Gaylor Baird moved to approve the staff recommendation of conditional approval, with the
amendment to Condition #2.1.5, seconded by Larson.

Gaylor Baird explained that she had asked for clarification simply because the analysis had
mentioned a berm being a likely solution for the screening and she wanted to maintain
flexibility for the applicant and honor the intent of the new standards.  She wanted to make
sure that the berm was seeded, at a minimum.  

Motion for conditional approval, as amended, carried 8-0:  Sunderman, Taylor, Larson,
Partington, Gaylor Baird, Esseks, Cornelius and Carroll voting ‘yes’; Francis absent.  This
is final action, unless appealed to the City Council within 14 days.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:10 p.m.

Please note:  These minutes will not be formally approved until the next regular meeting
of the Planning Commission on May 6, 2009.
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