
 

 

MEETING RECORD 
 

NAME OF GROUP:   PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
DATE, TIME AND   Wednesday, August 2, 2017, 1:00 p.m., Hearing  
PLACE OF MEETING: Room 112 on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 

S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
MEMBERS IN     Tom Beckius, Tracy Corr, Tracy Edgerton, Deane Finnegan, 
ATTENDANCE Maja V. Harris, Chris Hove, Dennis Scheer, and Sändra 

Washington. David Cary, Tom Cajka, Rachel Jones, Ed 
Zimmer, Brian Will, Geri Rorabaugh and Amy Huffman of 
the Planning Department; media and other interested 
citizens. 

 
STATED PURPOSE    Regular Planning Commission meeting 
OF MEETING: 
 
Chair Chris Hove called the meeting to order and acknowledged the posting of the Open 
Meetings Act in the room. 
 
Hove called for a nomination for Planning Commission Chair. Finnegan nominated Dennis 
Scheer, seconded by Edgerton and carried, 7-0: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, 
Hove, and Washington voting ‘yes’; Scheer abstaining. 
 
Hove handing the meeting over to Chair Scheer. 
 
Scheer thanked Hove for serving as Chair for the past two years. He is a natural leader and has 
done a great job guiding discussion through some very interesting topics. Commissioners agreed 
and thanked Hove. 
 
Scheer called for a nomination for Vice-Chair. Harris nominated Tracy Corr, seconded by 
Beckius and carried, 7-0: Beckius, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Scheer, and Washington 
voting ‘yes’; Corr abstaining. 
 
Scheer requested a motion approving the revised minutes for the regular meeting held July 19, 
2017. Motion for approval made by Beckius, seconded by Hove and carried 6-0: Beckius, Corr, 
Edgerton, Scheer, Washington, and Hove voting >yes=; Finnegan and Harris abstaining.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
PUBLIC HEARING & ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION 
BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION:    August 2, 2017 
 
Members present: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Scheer, and Washington. 
 
The Consent Agenda consisted of the following items: TEXT AMENDMENT NO. 17011, SPECIAL 
PERMIT NO. 06022A, and CHANGE OF ZONE NO. 17017. 
 



 

 

There were no ex parte communications disclosed.  
 
Beckius moved approval of the Consent Agenda, seconded by Corr and carried 8-0: Beckius, 
Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Washington, and Scheer voting >yes=.  
 
Note: This is a recommendation to the City Council on all items. 
 
SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 17026, FOR AN AG (AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT) CUP FOR 10 LOTS ON 
APPROXIMATELY 153.24 ACRES MORE OR LESS, GENERALLY LOCATED AT N. 134TH STREET 
AND ADAMS STREET:     August 2, 2017 
 
Members present: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Scheer and Washington. 
 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval. 
 
There were no ex parte communications disclosed on this item. 
 
Staff Presentation: Tom Cajka of the Planning Department stated Staff presented a 
memorandum to Planning Commissioners prior to the meeting outlining a requested amendment 
to remove Condition 1.8. The application is for a CUP with 10 lots; 9 new lots and 1 lot with 
the existing house. The area is located at the southeast corner of Adams and 134th Street and 
is clustered along the eastern edge. Two access points are proposed on Adams Street. All of the 
lots are shown as 3-acre lots, each with well and septic systems. The site area is within the City 
3-mile jurisdiction, so the developer has shown the required build-through of the area. One 
change from the legal description is that originally, the applicant requested a partial waiver to 
detention. They are no longer asking for that waiver. 
 
Corr noted that for development in the county, several factors must be evaluated. She asked if 
the roads are paved. Cajka said they are both gravel roads. The conditions we considered are 
those listed in the Comprehensive Plan, such as paving of roads, access to rural water, and 
locality of other acreage development. Those factors are considered much more seriously in 
cases where a change of zone is being considered. With these, the density is the same as it 
would be if these were developed as 20-acre parcels so, while the standards are still relevant, 
they are not as pertinent.  
 
Corr asked if a density bonus has been applied to this proposal. Cajka said yes, a 20% bonus was 
applied for preserving open space, agricultural land, and by clustering the lots in one area of 
the overall space.  
 
Corr asked how the farmland in this area rates. Cajka said he did not know. 
 
1. Mike Eckert, Civil Design Group, came forward as applicant, on behalf of the owners, who 
have occupied the land for a very long time. They decided it was time to get the cluster 
development approved. The cluster formation is easier for build-through in the future. All lots 
are centered around an area where native prairie grassland was conserved by the family for at 
least the past three generations. The spacing for access points has been worked out to the 
satisfaction of Public Works. The County shows the area to be scheduled for paving in the next 
two years.  
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Scheer asked Eckert if he could address Corr’s question about the farmland rating. Eckert 
responded that it is most likely average to above-average, as far as Lancaster County goes. 
 
SPECIAL PERMIT NO. 17026 
ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: August 2, 2017 
 
Hove moved for Conditional Approval, seconded by Corr. Harris asked if the motion included 
the amendment to remove Condition 1.8, as proposed by Staff. Hove and Corr confirmed that 
was the motion.  
 
Motion carried, 8-0: Beckius, Corr, Edgerton, Finnegan, Harris, Hove, Washington, and Scheer 
voting >yes=. 
 
Note: This is Final Action unless appealed to the City Clerk within 14 days. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned 
at 1:17 p.m. 
 
Note: These minutes will not be formally approved by the Planning Commission until their 
next regular meeting on Wednesday, August 16, 2017.   
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