
BRIEFING NOTES

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Wednesday, May 19, 2010, 12:00 p.m.
Room 113, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska

MEMBERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Leirion Gaylor Baird, Michael Cornelius, Dick Esseks, Wendy
Francis, Roger Larson, Jeanelle Lust, Jim Partington and
Tommy Taylor.   Lynn Sunderman absent

OTHERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Marvin Krout, Nicole Fleck-Tooze,  David Cary, Brandon
Garrett, Rashi Jain, Jean Preister and Michele Abendroth of
the Planning Department; other interested citizens.

STATED PURPOSE 
OF MEETING:

2040 Comp Plan Update Process and Comp Plan Advisory
Committee 

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.

Marvin Krout noted that it has been a few months since staff briefed the Commissioners
on the Comprehensive Plan process.  Staff has been busy with many aspects of the
process including preparing a background report and organizing meetings and workshops.
The public kickoff will be around June 1st.  

Nicole Fleck-Tooze stated that the public outreach will include a newsletter, workshops,
Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, a Virtual Town Hall, a telephone survey and an extensive
website.  It will also include an advisory committee on which the Planning Commission will
be asked to serve.  There will be several workshops including Living and Working in 2040,
Complete Streets, Big Ideas, and Plan-It-Yourself.  

Taylor asked what is meant by the virtual town hall.  Fleck-Tooze stated that the virtual
town hall is a web-based program used for idea generation and refinement and voting on
those ideas.  The program was offered to us by an Omaha-based company with very
minimal costs as a beta test.

Fleck-Tooze stated that the Mayor has comprised a 20-member committee to guide the
process, provide input and work with staff on analysis of the plan.  The group would operate
under the Nebraska Open Meetings Act.  Ultimately, the final recommendations of the
advisory committee would go to the Mayor and the Planning Commission.  The Planning
Commission is being asked to serve on the advisory committee.  The committee would
generally meet twice a month.  Members would be asked to review materials and provide
input to staff.  There may be additional workshops or public meeting that committee
members would be encouraged to attend.  The proposed meeting time is Planning
Commission hearing days on Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. -12:45 p.m.  The first meeting
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is proposed on June 23, which is a not a Planning Commission hearing day, but the
remainder of the meetings will be held on Planning Commission days.  

Committee members asked about the process regarding the City Council vote on the Plan.
Krout stated that in order for the City Council to change an aspect of the Plan, it would take
a super majority vote.

Francis asked about ex parte communications in regard to the advisory committee.  Krout
stated that ex parte communication is not a factor with the advisory committee.

Committee members discussed potential meeting times for the advisory committee on the
non-Planning Commission days and requested that the meeting on those days begin at
12:00 p.m.  

Esseks asked about the involvement of other City/County departments in the process.
Fleck-Tooze stated that there is a monthly interdepartmental staff meeting in which the
departments offer advice and discuss aspects of the Plan. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department
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