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BRIEFING NOTES 

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 
DATE, TIME AND PLACE OF 
MEETING: 

Wednesday, September 4, 2013, 12:00 p.m., Room 113, County-
City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 

MEMBERS IN 
ATTENDANCE: 

Cathy Beecham, Michael Cornelius, Tracy Corr, Chris Hove, 
Jeanelle Lust, Dennis Scheer, Lynn Sunderman and Ken Weber. 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Marvin Krout, Steve Henrichsen, David Cary, Ed Zimmer, Christy 
Eichorn, Brandon Garrett, Sara Hartzell, Stacey Hageman and 
Michele Abendroth of the Planning Department. 

STATED PURPOSE OF 
MEETING: 

Update on reFORM Proposals 

 
Chair Jeanelle Lust called the meeting to order at 2:19 p.m.   

Cary explained that the purpose of today=s briefing is to update the Commission on the reFORM 
proposals.  He explained the activities that have taken place to date.  The draft reFORM 
proposal was released in mid-May.  The Planning Commission was briefed on the proposal on 
May 15. Sixteen presentations on the reFORM proposal were made over the past three months 
with many more informal discussions.  Briefings were provided to impacted City departments 
including Public Works, Building & Safety, Urban Development, Health, Parks, and Law.  There 
was not much feedback from the on-line website or emails possibly because staff was out in the 
community a great deal making presentations.  Staff received and considered feedback 
provided at these presentations for input.  Most of the comments were positive or neutral. 

Cary explained the change items that resulted from the feedback and further consideration, as 
follows: 

• Change the parking requirement in the H-2 zoning district to match the parking 
requirement in B-3 (1 space per 600 square feet), and change the side yard setback in H-
2 to match the B-3 requirement (zero feet except 5 feet when abutting residential). 

• Remove the proposal to establish Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) as a conditional use 
in the single family residential districts (R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4). 

• Remove the proposal to allow for 2 acre to 1 acre Community Unit Plans (CUPs) for 
single family lots. 

• Remove language on prohibited materials in the Materials sections under the Building 
Design Standards, and add new language on what materials are allowed, including 
definitions for the terms Appearance and Durability.  
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Cary then explained the proposed committee structure.  The purpose of the committee work is 
to get into the details and mechanics of the proposals so that we end up with a package that 
will work and one that the community can support.  Staff is proposing two committees that will 
combine at the beginning and the end of the process to get the big picture and provide sign-off 
on the full package of proposals: 

Committee 1: Relaxing Zoning Standards B This committee will focus on the reMOVE Zoning 
Barriers section of the proposals along with the reALIGN Zoning Map. 

Committee 2: New Design Standards B This committee will focus on the reESTABLISH a Sense 
of Place in Our Commercial Centers section of the proposals, along with the reINFORCE 
Landscaping/Screening Requirements and the reALIGN Zoning Map. 

Cary stated that membership will include a representative cross section of interests including 
the development community, designers, and neighborhoods.  Planning Commissioner 
participation is important. Committee assignments can be based on level of interest from 
members. The desire is to not have a quorum of the Commissioners at any one meeting.  

Krout stated that the idea is to start out with every other Wednesday meetings opposite of the 
Planning Commission meetings.   

Cornelius and Lust agreed to serve on Committee 1, and Scheer, Beecham and Sunderman 
agreed to serve on Committee 2.   

Cary explained the proposed schedule, as follows: 

September B Call prospective committee members in early September to determine 
availability, and finalize committees by the end of September. 

Early October B Hold first full committee meeting in early October, possibly as a pre-meeting 
coordinated with the October 2 Planning Commission meeting. 

October/November B Likely 3-5 meetings of each subcommittee to work through the details of 
their respective topic areas. This will likely last through November, possibly longer if 
additional meetings are needed. 

December B Final full committee meeting to report findings, review a draft final package of 
proposals, and endorse that package before or after the Planning Commission meeting of 
December 11, or January 8 if subcommittee meetings take longer.  

January/February B Draft final language, hold open houses on remapping proposals to provide 
details for affected property owners, and meet with other interested groups. 

Spring 2014 B The endorsed package of proposals will then proceed to the Planning 
Commission and City Council for public hearings and adoption.  
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Cornelius asked how big they anticipate the size of the sub-committees.  Cary stated that they 
want to have good representation on the committees, so they anticipate around 10 people for 
each committee.   

The meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m. 
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