
BRIEFING NOTES 
 
 
NAME OF GROUP:  PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
DATE, TIME AND  Wednesday, October 10, 2018, 1:15 p.m., Council Chambers, 
PLACE OF MEETING:  County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 
MEMBERS IN    Dick Campbell, Tracy Corr, Tracy Edgerton, Deane Finnegan, Maja  
ATTENDANCE:   Harris, Christy Joy, Dennis Scheer and Sӓndra Washington; (Tom 
    Beckius absent). 
 
OTHERS IN   David Cary, Steve Henrichsen, Paul Barnes, Ed Zimmer, Tom Cajka,  
ATTENDANCE:   Ryan Axmann, Rachel Jones and Teresa McKinstry of the Planning 
    Dept. 
 
STATED PURPOSE:   Briefing on “Proposed County Regulation Changes” and 
    “Development Viewer Training” by Planning Dept. staff. 
 
 
Chair Dennis Scheer acknowledged the posting of the Open Meetings Act in the back of the 
room.   
 
PROPOSED COUNTY REGULATION CHANGES 
 
Tom Cajka stated that about one year ago, the County Zoning Regulations were updated.  Staff 
went through the Lancaster County Zoning Regulations to make changes where needed.  We 
have added some definitions and amended others to clarify some terms.  Some definitions 
were lacking.  Some terms were missing such as agricultural attraction, early childhood daycare 
facilities and contractor services.  Previously in the county zoning code, everything was lumped 
under private schools.  We changed language to match what the City has.  Another change 
refers to warehouse and storage.  The only change to the special permit chapter is the word 
‘MAY be allowed’ was added.  There were some other minor changes.  Early childhood care was 
added.  The conditions would be the same as the City.  We are trying to keep City and County 
regulations similar as much as possible.  The historic preservation terminology was updated.  
Notification for Board of Zoning Appeals is being changed from eight days to five days to match 
the City.  There is a new Article 22 for a Historic Preservation District.  This language would be 
the same as the City.  This opens the door for tax credits.  We are cleaning up some language 
and bringing some items up to date on the County Subdivision Regulations as well.  We are 
deleting some outdated references and the timing of reports from other departments.  Section 
3.12 talks about the subdivider installing septic on individual lots.  That is typically a 
responsibility of the homebuilder.   One of the biggest changes is Section 7.01.  We are 
rewriting the requirements for a water well report.  It adds language that would allow the 
developer to ask for a waiver of test wells.  The rest is updating references to notice of 
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hearings.  Section 9.01 currently states that waivers have to go to the County Board.  The 
proposed changes would allow the Planning Commission to review them.  
 
DEVELOPMENT VIEWER TRAINING 
 
Rachel Jones and Ryan Axmann appeared to offer training on the new Development Viewer.  
This was built by Axmann from the ground up.  
 
Ryan Axmann stated that there is a disclaimer when you first pull up the viewer.  The left side is 
the panel area.  There is a little help information and some content information.  The layers tab 
is important to turn layers on and off.  ‘I want to…’ has some quick options available.  Another 
key part is the search area.  You can search by name, address, parcel id, section-township-
range, application number or owner.  If it doesn’t find the address you are searching for, it uses 
a composite layer to get you close to the area.  Clicking on a parcel will give you a lot of 
information, including the link to the County Assessor information.  Layers can be turned on 
and off.  You can type in the filter list to find the layer you want to activate.  We were always 
asked about contour information.  2017 contours are now available.   
 
Scheer wondered about the source of the contour information.  Axmann responded it is from a 
LIDAR flight.  It is close to a centimeter of accuracy.   
 
Axmann continued that we have a couple of different ways to print.  ‘I want to…’ has a link to 
print.  There is also print capability through the tools menu.  Landscape print seems to work 
better.  Share is a tool you might find useful.  It can be shared by email, Google+, Linkedin, 
Twitter or Facebook.  It is an easy way to share with someone exactly what you are looking at.  
Export is another useful tool.  You can export a PDF file.  You can toggle labels on and off.  
Google Street View and Pictometry are also available.   
 
Rachel Jones added that this is compatible on tablets and phones.  Axmann noted that most 
tools and all information should remain.  On a phone, some functionality might go away, but 
the basics will still be there.  He noted that on the aerial maps, there is a slider that allows you 
to go through the different years of aerials.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 
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