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Lincoln Water System 
Facilities Master Plan

Applicant Location Proposal

Director of Public Works and
Utilities

City of Lincoln Amend the Comprehensive Plan
to include the 2003 Lincoln
Water System Facilities Master
Plan

Recommendation:
Amend the Lincoln-Lancaster County 2025 Comprehensive Plan to include the 2003 Lincoln Water
System Facilities Master Plan.

Status/Description

Since the adoption of the Lincoln-Lancaster County 2025 Comprehensive Plan in May 2002, the
City’s Public Works and Utilities Department have completed the preparation of the 2003 Lincoln Water
System Facilities Master Plan.  This plan provides the City of Lincoln with a guide for short-term and long-
term improvements to the infrastructure of the Lincoln Water System.  The development of the Facilities
Master Plan was coordinated with the 2025 Comprehensive Plan.  Due to the 100 year design life of many
elements of a water utility’s infrastructure, the Facilities Master Plan considers potential community growth
beyond the planning period when sizing treatment, transmission and distribution facilities.

The projected maximum day water demand for year 2025 is 141 million gallons per day (MGD), and
for 2050 is 205 MGD based on the assumed population growth rate of 1.5% per year.  Additional supply,
treatment, and transmission improvements will be necessary to meet these growing demands.  The well fields
currently owned by the Lincoln Water System have a projected maximum capacity below the projected need
for the year 2050.  Additional well field property and water rights will need to be acquired to meet these
demands.

Comprehensive Plan Implications

The basic elements of the Lincoln Water are identified on pages E 37-38 and F 76 of the 2025
Comprehensive Plan.  Because the water utility is a pressurized system, its facilities and pressure zones are
not confined to drainage basin.  Due to engineering necessity, reservoirs are located at the highest elevation
on the ridges to provide for floating storage of water.  The connecting water mains do not always lie within
the current or planned urban limits.  However, these mains are not tappable by the City Code definition, and
should not be used as justification to move up the schedule for potential development areas.

Significant changes in the direction of growth may impact pressure zones, using up any reserve
capacity of the distribution facilities in the pressure zones, requiring additional improvements to be
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programmed for construction.
Conclusion

Amend the Comprehensive Plan as follows:

1. Delete the following text from page F-76, Future Conditions - Utilities, Water Services:

“The Public Works and Utilities Department is in the process of updating the Water
Distribution System Master Plan.  The plan will lay out the long term facilities
improvement plan for the planning period, as well as potential service extensions beyond
Lincoln’s anticipated future service limits.”

and replace with the following text:

“The Public Works and Utilities Department has completed the Lincoln Water System
Facilities Master Plan.  The plan is a guide for short term and long term improvements to
the infrastructure of the Lincoln Water System during the planning period, as well as
potential service extensions beyond Lincoln’s anticipated future service limits.”

2. Delete the following text from page F-76, Future Conditions - Utilities, Water Services:

“Utility improvements shall be in accordance with the Water Master Plan and the
Comprehensive Plan. The new Water Master Plan (expected completion summer 2002)
will guide future actions and serve as the basis for facilities planning and improvements.”

and replace with the following text:

“Utility improvements shall be in accordance with the Lincoln Water System Facilities
Master Plan and the Comprehensive Plan.  The Lincoln Water System Facilities Master
Plan will guide future actions and serve as the basis for facilities planning and
improvements.”

3. Delete the following text from page F-155, Future Conditions - Plan Realization, On-Going
Comprehensive Plan Activities:

“•   Water Distribution System Master Plan Report, Public Works and Utilities
Department; December 1994. Will be superceded by 2002 Master Plan.”

and replace with the following text:

“•   Lincoln Water System Facilities Master Plan, Public Works and Utilities Department;
April 2003.”
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