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P.A.S.:  Special Permit No. 1778 A               DATE: June 12, 2001

PROPOSAL: Mark Hunzeker, for WAPITI Enterprises Inc., has requested an
amendment to this special permit for the excavation of sand, gravel and
soil.

            

GENERAL INFORMATION:   

APPLICANT: Wapiti Enterprises, Inc.
10251 S.W. 27th Street
Lincoln, NE 68523

CONTACT: Mark Hunzeker
Pierson, Fitchett, Hunzeker, Blake and Katt
1045 Lincoln Mall, Suite 200
Lincoln, NE  68508
(402) 476-7621

LOCATION:  Generally located north and east of the corner of 56th and Arbor Road.

REQUESTED ACTION:  Approval of requested amendment to special permit. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  A part of Lot 2, Polivka's Addition, located in the Northwest Quarter
of Section 28, Township 11 North, Range 7 East of the 6th P.M., Lincoln, Lancaster County,
Nebraska. See attached metes and bounds description. 

EXISTING ZONING: H-4 General Commercial. 

PURPOSE:  Soil, sand and gravel excavation.

SIZE: 16.8 acres, more or less.

EXISTING LAND USE: Soil Excavation

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  Interstate 80, landfill and agriculture to the
north. Commercial and a residence to the south; soil excavation permit to the east, and
commercial to the west. Zoned H-4 to the east, west and south. AG Agriculture to the  north.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:   In Conformance.  The 1994 Lincoln-
Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan shows this area as commercial.  Soil excavation is
a specially permitted use in the H-4 General Commercial zoning district.

HISTORY:  Changed from AA Rural and Public Use to AG Agriculture with the adoption of
the 1979 Zoning Update.  Special Permit 1530 was approved in January 1995 for excavation
on the land abutting to the east of this land. The land to the west of this was changed from AG
Agriculture to H-4 General Commercial in June 1994. A special permit for soil excavation was
approved on this site in February 1996 (SP #1599), after appeal to the City Council. That
permit expired on Feb 20th 1999. Special Permit 1778 for soil excavation on this site was
approved by Planning Commission on June 30, 1999, for a period of three years.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION:

UTILITIES:   Not available.  This area is in the future urban service area shown in the
Comprehensive Plan.

TOPOGRAPHY:  Gently rolling hills, falling of to the south and east, however, prior excavation
has leveled part of this site.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS:  Arbor Road was paved during the summer of 2000. 

PUBLIC SERVICE:  This area is served by the Waverly School District, the Waverly Rural
Fire District, and is in the LES service area.

REGIONAL ISSUES:  The Ethel S. Abbot Sports Complex is located about ½ mile southeast
of this site off of 70th Street.  The most direct route to the soccer fields from Interstate 80 is
the 56th Street Interchange to Arbor Road to 70th Street.  This route goes past the proposed
soil excavation site.

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS:  The proposed excavation includes issues of dust control,
erosion control, restoration of topsoil and vegetation, sedimentation control, and potential
groundwater contamination impacts. There are no Historic or Ecological resources identified
on or near this site. The soil rating is 6.7. This is not prime agriculture soil and has been
disturbed by prior excavation.

AESTHETIC CONSIDERATIONS:  This site abuts the Interstate 80 right-of-way and is along
an entry-way corridor into the city.  Additionally, people accessing the soccer field from 56th
Street along Arbor Road will pass this site.

ALTERNATIVE USES:  Agricultural or Commercial uses.
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ANALYSIS:

1. This is an existing special permit for a sand, gravel, and soil excavation operation on
a 17 acre site generally located on the north side of Arbor Road between North 56th
and 70th streets.  

2. The applicant is requesting that the conditions of the timing of the approval be changed
to reflect the paving of the road. No changes to the site plan are requested.

3. Arbor Road was paved during the summer (July-August) of 2000.

4. The permit was approved in June 1999 for a period of three years ( ending on June 30,
2002 ).

5. A prior issue of the operation at this site has been dust, the permit was conditioned on
the paving of Arbor Rd. to resolve the issue.

6. The applicant “lost” about one year due to the paving being completed one year after
the permit was approved when it had been anticipated it might be paved  that same
year.

7. The excavation is currently in operation and a request for an administrative one year
renewal has been requested.

8 If approved, the language would allow the permit to continue to July 1, 2003.

9. The issues of the County Engineer are addressed in the conditions of the current
special permit.

Conclusion: The requested change to the effective start date of the permit will allow a full
three years of operation, until July 1, 2003.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Conditional Approval



4SPECIAL PERMIT #1778A PAGE   

CONDITIONS:

1. This approval permits a soil, sand and gravel excavation operation for a period of one
(1) year, which may be  renewed by administrative amendment, on an annual basis,
for up to 3 years from the date of completion of the paving of Arbor Road. Regardless
of the date of commencement of operations, this permit shall expire not later than July
1, 2003. 

General:

2. Before beginning operations:

2.1 The construction plans shall comply with the approved plans.

2.2 No grading shall occur along the Arbor Road without the written permission of
the County Engineer.

STANDARD CONDITIONS:

3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

3.1 All privately-owned improvements shall be permanently maintained by the
owner.

3.2 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the
permittee, its successors and assigns.

3.3 The City Clerk shall file a copy of the resolution approving the permit and the
letter of acceptance with the Register of Deeds.  The Permittee shall pay the
recording fee in advance.

4. All resolutions approving previous permits remain in force unless specifically amended
by this resolution.

Prepared by:

________________________
Michael V. DeKalb
Planner
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