
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________
for October 11, 2006 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.:  County Change of Zone #06065  - race track

PROPOSAL:    Text amendment to :County Zoning Resolution, Article 4.007, AG Permitted
Special Uses and Article 13.001 Special Permits;  to add a provision to allow race tracks by
special permit in the AG District. .

CONCLUSION: This amendment will provide language to ask for a county special permit for
a drag strip in the AG district of the county.  The County Board requested the change and staff
supports the request. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of attached text

ANALYSIS:

1. On August 31st the Planning Department received a request for a special permit for a “drag
strip” under the provision of a “recreation facility” (4.007(b)). Upon consultation with the County
Attorney and the County Board it was agreed that the existing provision did not fit the
proposed use and new language should be added to the county zoning code.

2. The proposed zoning amendment would provide for the opportunity to request a special
permit in the AG Agriculture District for a race track, drag strip or motor sport facility.

3. This amendment is by the Planning Director at the request of the County Board. The
language provisions are based on the City of Lincoln special permit language for race tracks
for motorized vehicles (27.63.570) as adjusted by consensus of the Board.

4. This change is related to, and provides the mechanism for, the drag strip special permit
(#06051) at Hwy 77 and Branched Oak Road. The applicant of that permit agreed to defer
their application for two weeks to allow the text amendment to run in tandem.
 
5. It should be noted that in addition to the text requirements, the County Board can amend or
add any reasonably related condition to county special permits as the Board determines the
case needs or warrants.
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Proposed Language:

ARTICLE 4
AG" AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT

4.007 Permitted Special Uses. A building or premises may be used for the following
purposes in the "AG" Agricultural District if a special permit for such use has been obtained
in conformance with the requirements of Article 13:

bb) Race track, drag strip, or motor sport facility;

ARTICLE 13
SPECIAL PERMIT

13.001 Special Permit. In addition to uses allowed under other districts, the County
Board may by special permit after public hearing, authorize the location of any of the following
buildings or uses in any district from which they are prohibited by this resolution, or as limited
in this section, any may also permit an increase in the height of any such building and permit
a lesser area than required aforesaid in this resolution. The County Board may also grant
special permits for variances from the provisions of Article 11 of this resolution.

13.016 Permitted Special Use: Race Tracks, Drag Strips, and Motor Sport Facilities in "AG"
District;
Race tracks, drag strips, and motor sport facilities may be allowed by special permit in the AG
zoning district in conformance with the following conditions:

(a) The application shall be accompanied by the following information:
(1) A plot plan drawn to an accurate scale showing the layout of the entire site
including the track, seating area, restrooms, parking lot, concession stands,
lighting facilities, and other pertinent information.
(2) Proposed water and sewer systems.
(3) Drainage and grading plan.
(4) Description of the racing facility, including the type, number and average
speed of motorized vehicles and time and frequency of operations.
(5) Landscaping and screening plan.
(6) Proposed measures to mitigate potential adverse environmental impacts,
such as air quality, hazardous liquids and glare. A noise impact analysis to
include the projected noise levels, e.g. one-minute Leqs, at noise sensitive
locations. The effects of the noise mitigating measures, such as barriers, will
be part of this analysis.
(7) Anticipated peak event attendance and parking needs.
(8) Days and hours of operation.
(9) Description, type, and frequency of other anticipated events or uses
incidental to the racing facility described above.
(10) Entrances, exits and traffic flow.

(b) the site shall contain at least seventy (70) acres in the AG district.
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(c) The proposed water, sewer and drainage facilities shall be reviewed and approved
by the Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department.
(d) The operation of the facility shall not create an A-weighted sound level
(dBA) which exceeds 50 dBA, measured as a one minute equivalent A-weighted
sound level (Leq) at any point beyond one mile from the boundary of the property
legally described in the application.  Longer or shorter Leq periods may be used
that are appropriate to the type of racing event involved after consultation with
the track operator. A 65 dBA one minute Leq limit shall apply to any dwelling within
the one mile radius of the boundary of the property legally described in the application.
To determine any noise level, a laboratory certified noise level meter meeting
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standards shall be used.
(e) The site shall not be located in areas for residential use, rural use/low density
residential, schools, parks and open space, and the major ecological and

environmental protection areas in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan.
(f) The boundary of the property legally described in the application shall be
located at least one mile away from existing cemeteries, hospitals and churches,
and residential areas, rural use/acreage areas, schools and parks and open space as
designated by the Comprehensive Plan. 
(g) The site shall be readily accessible from a major street or paved road with
adequate access for law enforcement and emergency vehicles.
(h) The site shall be located within reasonable reach of existing fire protection facilities.
A report thereon shall be obtained from the fire protection district or authority in which
the site is located. 
(i)The events shall not operate between the hours of 10 PM to 10 AM.

The County Board may amend any of the above conditions of the special permit, or impose
additional conditions, upon a showing that such conditions are reasonably related to the
interest of public health, safety, morals, and the general welfare.  

Prepared by:

_______________
Mike DeKalb, AICP, 441-6370, mdekalb@ci.lincoln.ne.us
Project Manager
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September 21, 2006 

APPLICANT: Marvin Krout, Director
Planning Department
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 441 - 7491

CONTACT: Mike DeKalb
Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Department
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
441-6370
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