
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

P.A.S.: Special Permit #1938  DATE: October 4, 2001 

PROPOSAL: Construct a cross on the roof of the church that exceeds the maximum
height limit in R-2 Residential District.

CONCLUSION: The construction of the cross will have no negative impact on the
surrounding neighborhood.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lots 6 & 7, Block 3, Fiene’s Berlene Heights and 169, 201, 208,
227, 228 and 229 Irregular tracts all located in the southwest quarter of Section 29, T10N,
R7E, Lancaster County, Nebraska.

LOCATION: S. 40th Street and “C” Street

APPLICANT: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
c/o Linda Reed
7921 Karl Drive
Lincoln, NE 68516
(402) 488-6592

OWNER: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church
1200 South 40th Street
Lincoln, Ne 68502

CONTACT: Steven W. Cook
Steve Cook Architecture
2845 William Street
Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 483-7696

EXISTING ZONING: R-2 Residential

EXISTING LAND USE: Church

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: R-2 Residential
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South: R-2 residential
East: R-2 residential
West: R-2 residential

HISTORY:

1. Prior to 1979 the zoning was A2 Single Family Dwelling District.

2. In 1979 zoning was changed to R-2 Residential District.

3. Special Permit #1877 to allow lot coverage of 20 percent for Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church was approved by the Lincoln City-Lancaster County Planning Commission
on October 18, 2000.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Comprehensive Plan specifies this area
as Residential, Urban.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS: 40th Street is a minor arterial. “C” Street is a local street.

PUBLIC SERVICE: The nearest fire station is Station #7 located at 48th and “A” Streets.
 
ANALYSIS:

1. The proposed cross will be located on top of the skylight. The top of the skylight
is 50' above the lowest grade. The cross is 10' high, which will bring the total height
to 60' above the lowest grade.

2. 27.63.220LMC states “church steeples, towers and ornamental spires exceeding
the maximum height permitted in the district may be allowed by special permit in the
AG, AGR, R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-6, R-7, R-8, O-1, O-3, B-1, B-2, B-3, H-2 and
H-3 zoning district.

CONDITIONS:

Site Specific:

1. This approval permits a 60' tall church steeple.

General:

2. Before receiving building permits:
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2.1 The permittee shall complete the following instructions and submit the
documents and plans to the Planning Department office for review and
approval.

2.1.1 A final site plan with 5 copies as approved.

2.1.2 The construction plans comply with the approved plans.

STANDARD CONDITIONS:

3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests:

3.1 The site plan accompanying this permit shall be the basis for all interpretations
of setbacks, yards, locations of buildings, location of parking and circulation
elements, and similar matters.

3.2 This resolution's terms, conditions, and requirements bind and obligate the
permittee, its successors and assigns.

3.3 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the City Clerk
within 30 days following the approval of the special permit, provided, however,
said 30-day period may be extended up to six months by administrative
amendment.  The clerk shall file a copy of the resolution approving the special
permit and the letter of acceptance with the Register of Deeds, filling fees
therefor to be paid in advance by the applicant.

Prepared by

Tom Cajka
Planner
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