
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for January 31,2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No. 07001

PROPOSAL: Amend Section 27.52, Flood Regulations for Existing Urban Area, to
include standards for Salt Creek Flood Storage Areas.

CONCLUSION: This amendment will provide standards to protect the flood storage
areas of Salt Creek and is in conformance with the Comprehensive Plan

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval of the attached language

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Section 27.52 L.M.C.

ASSOCIATED APPLICATIONS: Request to Council to recognize Salt Creek 100 year Flood
Prone Area as best available information for local flood regulation.

HISTORY: This is the fifth of the continuing update of floodplain mapping in stream reaches.
The “Storage areas” were first defined by Corps of Engineer studies in the late 80's but flood
storage protection has not been adopted.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Floodplains
In April of 2003, the Mayor’s Floodplain Task Force developed policy standards for floodplains that took into
consideration the natural functions played by these areas. These policy recommendations have been incorporated
into the watershed management strategies included in the Utilities section of the Comprehensive Plan. Many
recommendations have also been incorporated into the zoning and subdivision codes.
61
Environmental Resources
Seek the routine use of “Best Management Practices” in implementing stormwater management policy so that the
potential for sedimentation problems are minimized. Further discussion of floodplain and stormwater management
considerations and strategies is provided within the Utilities section. Pg 61- 62

g Watershed planning will continue in order to be proactive and integrate stewardship principles
for land conservation, stream and wetland buffers, better site design, Best Management
Practices (BMP), and erosion and sediment control. The natural drainage system can serve
multiple benefits, including wildlife habitat and recreation.
gThe community should encourage site designs that are compatible with the natural characteristics of the site,
clustering development, minimizing grading and impervious cover, and preserving site hydrology to the maximum
extent possible. Naturalized or bioengineered solutions to drainage issues should be used wherever possible.
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gIn new growth areas, the City of Lincoln and Lancaster County should have a policy of No
Adverse Impact, with a goal of ensuring that the action of one property owner does not
adversely impact the flooding risk for other properties.
gIn concert with the findings of the Mayor's Floodplain Task Force and the assumptions used
in crafting this Plan, future urban development will be outside of the floodplain and floodway.
Pg 76

ANALYSIS:

1. This request is to amend the floodplain regulations for the existing urban area, in
Section 27.52 to include provisions specific to the Salt Creek floodplain from
Calvert Street to Superior Street. The floodplain is divided into 20 separate
“storage areas”, with each area assigned a separate percentage of fill that is
allowed on any individual development site in that area.

2. If this reach of Salt Creek were mapped in the traditional method, the Flood Way
would extend into existing neighborhoods with significant impact to existing land
owners.  The use of this approved storage technique will allow the official FEMA
mapped Flood Way to remain within the banks of the existing levees. 

3. These regulations reflect the minimum federal and state requirements, which allow
a cumulative amount of filling which will raise the flood height by one foot. The Public
Works Director and the NRD General Manager indicate in the letter accompanying
the application that there will be continued dialog in the future about more restrictive
regulations.

4. This is in conformance with the 2030 Lincoln/Lancaster County Comprehensive
Plan.

Prepared by:

Mike DeKalb, 441-6370, mdekalb@lincoln.ne.gov
Planner

DATE: January 17, 2007

APPLICANT: Glenn Johnson, General Manager
Lower Platte South NRD
3125 Portia Street
Lincoln, NE 68510
(402) 476-2729
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Karl Fredrickson, Director
Public Works and Utilities Department
555 S. 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 441-7548

CONTACT: Ben Higgins
Public Works and Utilities
901 N 6th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
441-7589
bhiggins@lincoln.ne.gov.

F:\FILES\PLANNING\PC\CZ\07000\cz07001 floodplaintext.mvd.wpd














































