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_________________________________________________
for February 14, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No 07004

PROPOSAL: Amend Lincoln Municipal Code Sections 27.69.220 to include
domiciliary care facilities and elderly or retirement housing as well as
making minor changes to simplify the section.

LOCATION: Section 27.69.220

CONCLUSION: This text change allows for additional signs, in residentially zoned areas,
for uses of similar character such as  multiple family dwellings,
domiciliary care facilities and elderly or retirement housing.  It is in
conformance with the Zoning Code and the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

HISTORY:
   March 29, 1996 Change of Zone 2973 was approved to amend Section 27.69.220 to

allow additional signs for apartment complexes along a major street.

January 17, 1995 Change of Zone 2863 was approved to amend Section 27.69.220 to
clarify a reference to landscape screen design standards

     March 9, 1987 Change of zone 2284 approved revision of Section 27.69.220 to clarify
and delete unnecessary terms.

ANALYSIS:

1. In November of 2006 Cleark-Jeary applied for a a sign permit from Building and Safety
for their Domiciliary Care Facility at S. 33rd and Yankee Hill Road.  The Facility is under
a special permit for Domiciliary Care.  The Sign Code 27.69.160 only provides for one
20 square foot sign per special permitted use.  A domiciliary care facilities is not
identified anywhere else in the sign code and therefor, has to abide by this section.

2. Representatives from Cleark-Jeary believe that this requirement was inadequate to
meet their sign needs.  After examining the Zoning Code it became clear that a
domiciliary facility as well as elderly or retirement housing should be considered a
“complex” like a “multiple dwelling complex”, and should be allowed the same sign
allowances as apartment complexes in Lincoln, which are specified in Section
27.69.220.
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3. In drafting the amendment to expand the kinds of residential uses we can call a
“complex”, staff also has proposed some other minor changes to simplify this section.
These changes include permitting additional height and area for signs in a front yard,
eliminating the requirement to review those signs in conjunction with  landscape
screens, providing more flexibility on locating these signs along arterial streets and
establishing a minimum distance from a residential district for illuminated signs.

4. Staff has been working with the representative from Cleark-Jeary in preparing this text
amendment and believe that the new text is to their satisfaction.
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________________________
Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
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