
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

for May 9, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.: Comprehensive Plan Conformance #07009 

PROPOSAL: To find that the acquisition of permanent conservation easements over
two water quality projects conforms with the 2030 Comprehensive Plan.

LOCATION: Apples Way and Highway 2

CONCLUSION: These conservation easements are for the purpose of preserving flood
storage capacity, wetland characteristics, and to enhance certain water
quality efforts.  They will protect flood storage capacity, wetlands, and
water quality and are not an obstacle to any planned action. Acquisition
of the easements by the City of Lincoln is in conformance with the
Comprehensive Plan and supports several goals of the Plan.

RECOMMENDATION: In conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Portions of Outlots B and C, Apple’s Way Addition, Lancaster
County, Nebraska.

EXISTING ZONING: R-1 Residential, B-2 Planned Neighborhood Business 

EXISTING LAND USE: Commercial under construction in the B-2; and exisitng residence
and new residential under construction on the R-1.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:

North: Residential and Commercial both under development R-1, B-2
South: Residential, open space AGR
East: Residential, Highway 2 AGR, R-1
West: Railroad, Commercial AGR, H-4

HISTORY:

June 15, 2005 - CZ#05026 for Apple’s Way PUD was approved changing the zoning from
AG to R-1 and B-2 PUD with a development plan for 32 dwelling units and 235,000 square
feet of commercial floor area.
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June 15, 2005 - CPA#04010 was approved amending the Comprehensive Plan to change
the land use designation from residential to commercial for the west 39 acres of the Apple’s
Way PUD.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS:  

Pg 4 - Emerging Regional Planning Issue identified: Conservation and protection of environmental and natural
systems. 

Pg 7 - Comprehensive Plan Vision: Environmental Stewardship.  Natural and environmentally sensitive areas
are preserved and thrive.  Wetlands, native prairies and stream (riparian) corridors are preserved to ensure the
ecological health of the community.

Pg 9 - Guiding Principles for the Urban Environment include: Natural and environmentally sensitive areas should
be preserved within neighborhoods.  Conservation areas and open lands should be used to define and connect
different neighborhoods.

Streams, trees, open space, and other environmentally sensitive features should be preserved within new
development as design standards allow.  The natural topography and features of the land should be preserved
by new development to maintain the natural drainageways and minimize land disturbance.

Pg 16 - The 2030 Future Land Use Plan designates this land for commercial and residential land uses.

Pg 52 - Environmental Resource Features represent an important part of today’s urban and rural landscapes.
Such  features need to be valued and sustained as part of the overall planning process if they are to remain as
vital parts of the natural heritage left for succeeding generations.

Pg 55 - The Greenprint Challenge: Overview - The purpose of the Greenprint Challenge is to assure the long term
health and integrity of the ecosystem upon which Lancaster County is superimposed, and to capture the
community-wide quality of life and economic benefits that can be derived from the area’s environmental resource
features.

Preserve ecological protection areas. Protect areas that are biologically interconnected to support bird, animal,
and insect migration and supporting vegetation. Examples are stream beds and wooded corridors, prairie land,
and saline wetlands.

Pg 57, 64 - The Greenprint Challenge Implementation Strategies include:  Investigate means for encouraging
native prairie restoration by private entities; Investigate the possible use of easements (e.g., conservation,
preservation, public access, etc.),...to manage land with environmental resource interest.

 
ANALYSIS:

1. This is a request from the Director of Public Works and Utilities for a finding of
conformance with the Comprehensive Plan for the acquisition for a sum of $1 of two
conservation easements.  

2. Two parcels are within this request, as shown on the attached exhibits.  All the land is
within the City of Lincoln.  The purpose of the conservation easements is to preserve



flood storage capacity, wetland characteristics, and to enhance certain water quality
efforts.

3. The easements will permanently protect two water quality projects to be constructed by
the City and the Lower Platte South Natural Resource District (NRD) as Best
Management Practice demonstration projects.  The two projects will be incorporated
into the private detention facilities that serve the Apple’s Way commercial center and
residential development.

4. The Nebraska Conservation and Preservation Easement Act (NEB. REV. STAT. §§
76-2,111 to 76-2,118) requires that the acquisition of conservation easements be
referred to the local planning commission having jurisdiction over the properties for
approval prior to the acquisition.  The Planning Commission must make a
recommendation to the City Council “regarding the conformity of the proposed
acquisition to comprehensive planning for the area,” (NEB. REV. STAT. §76-2,112).
The City Council will either accept or deny the easement.

5. The Conservation Easement Agreement will include provisions prohibiting specific
uses and practices. 

6. It should be noted that the final plat creating Outlot A, Artisan Meadows Addition has
not been approved.  The area of the conservation easement in the R-1-zoned area of
the Apple’s Way PUD is in Outlot C, Apples Way Addition unless the final plat of
Artisan Meadows Addition is approved.  

Prepared by:

____________
Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planner
April 25, 2007 

APPLICANT: Karl Fredrickson, Director
Public Works and Utilities
City of Lincoln
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 58508

CONTACT: Ben Higgins
Public Works and Utilities/Watershed Management
City of Lincoln
555 South 10th Street
Lincoln, NE 58508
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One Square Mile
Sec. 16 T9N R7E

Zoning:

R-1 to R-8
AG
AGR
R-C
O-1
O-2
O-3
R-T
B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4
B-5
H-1
H-2
H-3
H-4
I-1
I-2
I-3
P

Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Residential Conservation District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District
Residential Transition District
Local Business District
Planned Neighborhood Business District
Commercial District
Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District
Industrial Park District
Employment Center District
Public Use District 
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