
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for MAY 9, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No.07023

PROPOSAL: Amend Section 27.69.300 of the Zoning Ordinance to allow the Planning
Director to approve minor amendments. 

CONCLUSION: The approval of this application will streamline the approval process for
minor modifications to a Special Sign District. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

ANALYSIS:

1. This application is to allow the Planning Director to approve minor modifications to a
Special Sign District. Modifications would include minor increases in the number, size,
height, location and other standards for signs as originally approved. 

2. Currently, the City Council must approve any amendment to a Special Sign District.
The UNL Technology Park has applied for a minor change in their Special Sign District
regulations in order to accommodate the proposed sign package for Verizon which
must be reviewed by Planning Commission and approved by City Council. 

3. The approval of this application will streamline the approval process for minor
adjustments within a Special Sign District.

4. The Zoning Ordinance permits the Planning Director to administratively amend special
permits, community unit plans, use permits and planned unit developments.

5. Proposed Language:

27.69.300 Other Permitted Signs; Nonresidential; Special Sign District.
(a) In any nonresidential district, occupants of sixty percent or more of the street frontage of
any block face may petition the City Council for the formation of a special sign district for the
purpose of defining an area of particular historical, ethnic, cultural, or entertainment
atmosphere; or for defining an area with a special or unique theme; or for defining an area in
which the City has undertaken a program for the redevelopment of blighted and substandard
areas pursuant to an approved Redevelopment Plan. Said merchants shall present proposed
sign criteria to the City Council according to the procedure established for a zoning
amendment. Such petition shall include specific sign regulations for the special sign district
which may be more or less restrictive than the underlying district.
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(b) In any nonresidential district designated by the City Council as a landmark district in
accordance with Section 27.57.120, the Planning Director may petition the City Council to
create a special sign district. Such petition shall include specific sign regulations for the
district which may be more or less restrictive than the underlying zoning district. A special sign
district shall not be designated if written protests are made by the record owners of over fifty
percent of the included properties, excluding public right-of-way, at or prior to the public
hearing by the City Council on the designation. 

Before designating an area within a nonresidential landmark district as a special sign district
and adopting specific sign regulations for such district, the City Council shall refer the petition
to the Historic Preservation Commission. The Historic Preservation Commission shall hold
a public hearing on such petition, and thereafter shall make its recommendation regarding
approval, disapproval, or modification of the petition, and the proposed sign regulations. The
petition shall then be transmitted to the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall
consider the petition at a public hearing and thereafter shall make a report to the City Council
recommending approval, disapproval, or modification of the petition and the proposed sign
regulations.

After receiving the recommendation and report of the Historic Preservation Commission and
the Planning Commission, the City Council shall proceed to give final consideration to the
petition and the proposed sign regulations.

(c) After the City Council has approved a Nonresidential; Special Sign District., the Planning
Director is authorized to approve amendments provided that:
(1) A request for an amendment is filed with the Planning Director, and, if appropriate,
accompanied by a plot plan and signs drawn to an accurate scale and showing all pertinent
information;
(2) The request for amendment proposes a minor increase in the number, size, height,
location or other standards for signs as originally authorized which are more restrictive than
the underlying zoning district and such increase does not  cause a significant adverse impact
on existing development within the district and adjoining properties. 
(3) The request for amendment is in conformance with the sign regulations for the underlying
zoning district.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner
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DATE: April 23, 2007

APPLICANT: Marvin Krout
Director of Planning
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department

CONTACT: Tom Cajka
Planner
Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department
(402) 441-5662
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