
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________

for MAY 9, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Change of Zone No.2938B

PROPOSAL: This application is to amend the standards of the University of Nebraska
Technology Park Special Sign District to amend section 3.1  wall signs
and permit administrative amendments for minor deviations from the
Special Sign District.

LOCATION: N.W. 1st and W. Highland Blvd. 

LAND AREA: 135 acres, more or less

EXISTING ZONING: O-3 Office Park District

CONCLUSION: Allowing wall signs oriented to Interstate 80, West Highland Blvd. or
N.W. 1st St. should not negatively impact the adjacent properties, while
identifying the businesses. Administrative amendments approved by the
Planning Director to the University of Nebraska Technology Park
Special Sign District for minor modifications will streamline the approval
process.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

EXISTING LAND USE: Existing office buildings for University of Nebraska Technology Park.

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: R-3, Single family residential
South/Southeast: R-4, Interstate 80 and Multiple-family residential

I-2 Industrial
East: AG Campground and Highway 34
West: I-2 Industrial

HISTORY:

May 1999 Change of Zone #2938A to amend the Special Sign District to clarify the
use and size of wall signs and the height and size of monument signs in
the area east of NW 1st St. for the University of Nebraska Technology
Park was approved by the City Council by Ordinance #17504
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December 1995 Change of Zone #2938 to establish the Special Sign District and Use
Permit #80 for the Technology Park were approved by the City Council
by Ordinance #16901

ANALYSIS:

1. This request amends the Standards of University of Nebraska Technology Park
Special Sign District to allow wall signs to face Interstate 80, West Highland Blvd. and
N.W. 1st St. on buildings west of N.W. 1st St. and allows administrative amendments for
minor deviations from the Special Sign District to be approved by the Planning
Director. The revisions are on pages 3 and 6 of the standards.

2. Section 27.69.300 Other Permitted Signs; Nonresidential; Special Sign District,
indicates that the City Council may establish a special sign district for the purpose of
defining an area with a special or unique theme.

3. The intent of the University of Nebraska Technology Park Special Sign District is
intended to enhance and preserve the park-like environment by controlling the design,
size, location and number of signs in the Park.

4. Currently, wall signs are only allowed in the facade of a building oriented to the internal
streets and parking areas of the Park. This amendment limits the size of the wall sign
on the facade oriented to Interstate 80, West Highland Blvd. or N.W. 1st Street to 15
percent of the coverage of each building facade. 

5. The approval of this amendment will permit the new Verizon building to have a wall sign
facing Interstate 80. 

6. The Planning Director may only approve administrative amendments that are in
conformance with the underlying O-3 Office Park district. 

7. Allowing the Planning Director to administratively approve minor modifications will
streamline the approval process.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner
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DATE: April 24, 2007

APPLICANT: Thomas C. Huston
Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson, & Oldfather, L.L.P.
233 S. 13th St. Suite 1900
Lincoln, NE 68508
(402) 474-6900

OWNER:    University of Nebraska Technology Park
4701 Innovation Dr. 
Lincoln, NE 68521
(402) 472-4179

CONTACT: same as applicant

F:\FILES\PLANNING\PC\CZ\2900\CZ2938B UNL Tech Park.tjc.wpd
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Change of Zone #2938B
NW 1st St & Highlands Blvd
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One Square Mile
N 1/2 Sec. 10 T10N R06E
S 1/2 Sec. 03 T10N R06E

Zoning:

�
R-1 to R-8
AG
AGR
R-C
O-1
O-2
O-3
R-T
B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4
B-5
H-1
H-2
H-3
H-4
I-1
I-2
I-3
P

Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Residential Conservation District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District
Residential Transition District
Local Business District
Planned Neighborhood Business District
Commercial District
Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District
Industrial Park District
Employment Center District
Public Use District 

2005 aerial

Zoning Jurisdiction Lines
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