LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

for AUGUST 1, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #: Miscellaneous No.06007

PROPOSAL.: Amend Chapter 2.35 and delete Chapter 3.95 of the City of Lincoln

Design Standards.

CONCLUSION: The proposed changes will remove unnecessary language from

Chapter 2.35 and remove duplication by deleting Chapter 3.95. This
will allow the Director of the Parks & Recreation Department to make
changes that would have required public hearing at both Planning
Commission and City Council.

RECOMMENDATION: Approval
ANALYSIS:
1. The amendment to Chapter 2.35 will remove the street tree list and language that

describes the transporting and planting of plant material. The Director of the Parks
Department should be able to make changes to these requirements administratively.

New language was added to Chapter 2.35 designating the location of street trees
from items such as stop signs, light poles, fire hydrants and storm sewer inlets.

The proposed changes will help streamline future changes to the street tree list or
planting requirements by allowing the Director of Parks & Recreation Department
to make those changes.

Chapter 3.95 is a duplication of Chapter 2.35 and therefore is being deleted.
Chapter 3.95 is under design standards for zoning regulations. The installation of
street trees are a requirement of the subdivision ordinance, not the zoning
ordinance.

Prepared by:

Tom Cajka
Planner

DATE:

July 16, 2007




Misc #06007

APPLICANT: Lynn Johnson, Director of Parks & Recreation Department
2740 “A” St.
Lincoln, NE 68502
(402) 441-7847

CONTACT: same as applicant
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Chapter 2.35

DESIGN STANDARDS FOR STREET TREES

The Department of Parks and Recreation is assigned
responsibility for administration of these design standards.

Section 1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

The selection, planting, maintenance and removal of trees, shrubs and hedges along the
public ways within the City of Lincoln substantially affect such matters as pedestrians and vehicle
safety, the location and maintenance of utility services, tree maintenance costs, the incidence of tree
diseases, and the general appearance of the cityseape; therefore, it is hereby found and determined
that such seleetion, planting, maintenance and remova) are matters of city-wide concern over which
the city must exercise the control set forth in the following standards and specifieations.

1. Street trees planted on City right-of-way (i. ¢. between the eurb and sidewalk, behind the
sidewalk, behind the curb with no sidewalk) shall generally be located as follows to avoid
conflicts with traffic control signs. sight triangles, above- and below-ground utilities, and
existing trees:

Street trees on eorner lois shall be located 25 feet from the pro corner

adjacent to the street intersection.
Twenty-five (25) feet from stop signs,
Fifteen (15) feet from street light poles.
Ten (10) feet from fire hydrants.

Fivc (5) feet from driveways.

Five (5) feet from storm sewer inlets
Five (5) feet from manholes

Four {(4) feet from water shut-off boxes

Three (3) feet from gas shut-off valves
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Five (5) feet from underground utility service lines going from utility mains
to homes/buildings. The location of the service lines shail be considered, for

distance purposes. to be the surface of the ground above the service line.
Five (5) feet from traffic control signs
Four (4) feet from sidewalks where parking areas are greater than eight (8)

feet wide.

'-—"

= |=

[f the street tree cannot be planted in compliance with the above requirements, an alternate
location for the street tree may be approved by the Parks and Recreation Department.

Spacing between street trees to be determined by the Parks and Recreation Department.

2. Planting locations will be marked by the City, Installation of street trees shall be coordinated
with the Citv Arborist prior to any street tree being plantcd.

43,  The subdivider shall propose contact the Parks and Recreation Department Forestry Division
for the species of street trees for each strect. inconformance-withrthe-Master-StreetFreeplan
as stipulated-im Encotmiviunicipal-Code12-20:020-The sclectionshalt-be-fromr the-Cityof
Eincotr-Nebraska = forS p

54.  All street trees, when plantcd, shall not be less than one inch in caliper diameter-as-stipulated

635.  There shall be at least one (1) street trec per lot unless the lot is less than 50 feet in width in
which casc the trees would be spaced for major streets as-fotows: according to Traffic Sight
Distancc Standards and Street Design Speed as follows:

Major Street Tree Spacing
Design Spced Eect
25m 35-40
30 mph 40-45
35 mph 45-50
40 mph 55-60
45 mph 60-70
50 mph 70-75
55 mph 80+
For non-major streets, the trees would be spaced as follows:
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a. Small Trees: Thirty (30)to thirty-five (35) feet from the nearest existing trees, public
or private and spaced forty (40) feet from each other, unless otherwise approved by
the City Arborist.

b. Medium Trees: Forty (40) to forty-five (45) feet from the nearest existing trees,
public or pnivate, and spaced forty (40) to forty-five (45) feet from each other, unless
otherwise approved by the City Arborist.

e Large Trees: Forty-Five (45) to fifty-five (55) feet from nearest existing trees, public
or private, and spaced fifty (50) to fifty-five (55) feet from each other, unless other-
wise approved by the City Arborist.

Comer lots shall require two or more street trees depending on the length of frontage on each
street for sueh lots,

Lots with 100 to 150 feet of frontage shall require two (2) street trees and for each additional
50 feet of frontage one (1) additional street tree.

The same species of tree should not be used on streets which are generally parallel and within
five (5) blocks apart, unless otherwise approved by the City Arborist.

If a species of tree has been approved on a temporary dead end street, the same species of
trce should be used on the extension of the street into the new subdivision.

More than one speeies of tree may be allowed to be planted on the same street provided the
designated street tree for that same street is according to the Master Street Tree Plan and
other compatible species are those identified as an approved grouping of street trees from the
most current approved trees for streets for Lincoln, NE.

In order to encourage solar access, where subdivision of community unit plans have
easements, eovenants, or other controlling regulatory measure to protect solar access to
building envelopes then the design standards “¥*may be modified to allow approved smaller
or dwarf variety trees of the same genus on the north side of east-west streets, provided
however that trees of the same species be used if possible.

NOTE—The-stant; , o : LG ]

. Plants shall be nursery grown, first class material, straight single stemmed and must meet the
standards set forth in "American Standard for Nursery Stock” (ANSI Z60.1-1996 2004 or
most current edition) and as further specified hercin, Plant Material shall be obtained from
established commercial licensed nursery growers and installed by licensed nursery and/or
landscape contractors.
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TYPICAL TREE PLANTING INSTALLATIONS
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STAKING NEWLY PLANTED TREE
Trees Uoder 2 Inches In Diameter

* missing the toh of Ihe 001
1o the stake withg protective Us 1 10 2 fest sbove
the soil. Developad by Tom Sile, this mesad of
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igure 9-16. Staking to Stabilize the Root Ball.
Deasigned by Tom Stilles. -
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PRUNING NEWLY PLANTED TREE

Fizare B, Proper locarion of preaiug
cut wpbrnuch ollar {ranrrciy of Alex L.
Shife, “New Trve Health”).
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