
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________
for October 12, 2016 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

PROJECT #:  Text Amendment No. 16009

PROPOSAL: Amend Chapter 27.69.090 of Lincoln Municipal Code relating to sign
regulations for places of religious assembly, schools and community
playhouses. 

CONCLUSION: The current provision allows a 100 square foot sign when the use is
more than 200' away from the street in the AG and AGR zoning
districts. The proposed amendment to allow a 50 square foot sign with
a 100' separation would be applicable to more of the described uses
across the city. An allowance for additional signage for the described
uses which serve the general public is appropriate, and the proposed
change is consistent with the original provision where the reduced
separation is offset by a reduction in the amount of sign area allowed.
This request complies with the intent of the Zoning Ordinance and is
consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 

RECOMMENDATION:                            Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 

P. 2.7 - The Urban Environment

Preservation and renewal of historic buildings, districts, and landscapes is encouraged. Development and
redevelopment should respect historical patterns, precedents, and boundaries in towns, cities and existing
neighborhoods.

P. 4.7 - Guiding Principles

Historic areas and quality new development share underlying aspects of good design— durable materials,
thoughtful attention to maintaining or creating a desirable overall setting, accessibility by multiple modes and
all people, well-designed and effective signs that communicate without dominating, and sustainable,
maintainable landscaping.

ANALYSIS:

1. This text amendment proposes to amend Section Chapter 27.69.090 of the Zoning
Ordinance - Signs. This section is one of several in the sign code which provide
special sign regulations for select uses that require special consideration above the
normal sign regulations that apply.
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2. The section to be amended currently allows a 100 square foot wall sign on each
facade when the use is more than 200' away from the street, and specifically applies
to places of religious assembly, schools and community playhouses. In addition, 50
square foot signs are allowed along each street frontage.

3. The applicant is working on behalf of the Lincoln Christian School at South 84th and
Old Cheney Road, which when originally established met the criteria for a larger
sign. It was located in the AG zoning district, and the building was more than 200'
away from the street. Today, with a new building addition it is less 200' from the
street and no longer qualifies for a larger sign. Records show that this is the only site
in Lincoln where this provision has been previously used.

4. The proposed amendment seeks to reduce the required separation for a larger sign
from 200' to 100', but also proposes a corresponding reduction in the amount of sign
area allowed from 100 square feet to 50 square feet.

5. The proposed 50 square foot wall sign is of a size consistent with the 50 square foot
freestanding signs also allowed along each street frontage. The size is also
consistent with the maximum sign size permitted in office and commercial zoning
districts for signs that are located in the required front yard. 

6. With respect to illumination, Section 27.69.030(a)(9) applies. The required
separation between the location of any illuminated sign and an abutting residential
premises in a residential district is 100 feet, so such a wall sign could be eliminated. 

7. Places of religious assembly, schools and community playhouses are typically
located on larger parcels of land where greater separation from surrounding uses
is the norm. Their purpose is to provide for the spiritual and educational needs of the
community and serve the public at large, and the ability to readily locate them is in
the community’s best interest.

8. The current limitation of only being allowed in the AG and AGR zoning districts
makes the vast majority of sites inside the city ineligible. Rather than severely
restricting the use of the additional signage, expanding the applicability is more
appropriate. 

9. The proposed changes will expand the number of sites around the city eligible for
50 square foot wall signs when more than 100' away from the street. Places of
religious assembly, schools and community playhouses serve the general public.
Making them easier to locate, while maintaining consistency with the intent of the
original provision and compatibility with surrounding properties, is in the community’s
best interest.  
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Prepared by:

____________
Brian Will, AICP, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Planner
September 28, 2016

APPLICANT/
CONTACT: Heather Keele

The Clark Enersen Partners
1010 Lincoln Mall
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-477-9291
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ORDINANCE NO. _________________3

4

5

AN ORDINANCE amending Chapter 27.69 of the Lincoln Municipal Code6

relating to Signs by amending Section 27.69.090 to amend the exception allowing the permitted7

wall sign on the building façade of places of religious assembly, schools and community8

playhouses to be increased from a maximum of 20 square feet in area to 100 square feet in area9

if such use is located a minimum of 200 feet from any street frontage and is located in an AG or10

AGR district to provide that when such use is located a minimum of 100 feet from any street11

frontage, the permitted wall sign shall be a maximum of 50 square feet in area, and repealing12

Section 27.69.090 as hitherto existing.13

 BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Lincoln, Nebraska:14

Section 1.  That Section 27.69.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code be amended to15

read as follows:  16

27.69.090 Places of Religious Assembly, Schools, and Community Playhouses.  17

In any residential zoning district, places of religious assembly, schools, and community18

playhouses are permitted one on-premises internally illuminated freestanding sign on each street19

frontage, not exceeding fifty square feet of area or six feet in height, for each bulletin board or20

sign and its supporting structure, and one on-premises wall sign on each building facade, not21

exceeding twenty square feet in sign area.  When a school, place of religious assembly, or22

community playhouse is located a minimum of 200100 feet from any street frontage and is23

located in an AG or AGR district, said wall sign shall be a maximum of 10050 square feet in24

area.  25

(a) A permitted freestanding sign may be located in the required front yard if it meets26

the following conditions and requirements: 27

1



(1) Signs may contain a maximum of fifty square feet in sign area if non-1

illuminated.  If illuminated, such sign shall contain a maximum of thirty-two square feet in sign2

area, and shall be internally illuminated only;3

(2) Has a setback from the front lot line at least one-half the distance of the4

required front yard; 5

(3) Has a setback from the side lot line at least 100 feet if abutting residential lots;6

and7

(4) One temporary sign of up to thirty-two square feet may be allowed on premises8

for up to ten days.  9

(b) A permitted freestanding sign fronting on an arterial street may include electronic10

changeable copy if it meets the following conditions and requirements:11

(1) Total area of the electronic changeable copy sign shall not exceed 75% of the12

total allowed freestanding sign area;13

(2) The electronic changeable copy sign shall have a setback from the side and rear14

lot lines of at least 150 feet if abutting residential lots and shall have a setback from a front lot15

line of at least 150 feet if the sign copy is parallel to the front lot line;16

(3) The electronic changeable copy sign message shall hold for at least three17

seconds and transition to a new message shall not exceed a duration of one second; and18

        (4)   The electronic changeable copy sign shall be turned off between 10:00 p.m. and19

7:00 a.m.20

Section 2.  That Section 27.69.090 of the Lincoln Municipal Code as hitherto21

existing be and the same is hereby repealed.22
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Section 3.  That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after1

passage and publication in one issue of a daily or weekly newspaper of general circulation in the2

City, according to law.3

4

Introduced by:5

6
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____________________________________8
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Approved as to Form & Legality:13

14

15

16

____________________________17

City Attorney18

Approved this ___ day of _____________, 2016:

_______________________________________
Mayor
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