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COMPATIBILITY WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
The Comprehensive Plan identifies the area of application as agricultural. A commercial feedlot is a type of agricultural 
land use. A goal of the Comprehensive Plan is for more diversified agribusiness ventures and to preserve land for 
agricultural purposes.  

LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
FROM THE LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT, 555 S. 10TH STREET, SUITE 213, LINCOLN, NE 68508 

As revised per Planning Staff July 12, 2018 

APPLICATION NUMBER 
Special Permit #18025 Randy Essink Poultry 

FINAL ACTION? 
Yes 

DEVELOPER/OWNER 
Randy Essink  

PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING DATE 
June 20, 2018 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 
None  

PROPERTY ADDRESS/LOCATION 
13350 W. Wittstruck Rd.  

RECOMMENDATION: APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF REQUEST 
This is a request for a Commercial Feedlot for up to 190,000 chickens 
in four buildings. The area of the special permit is approximately 20 
acres within a 75 acre lot. The special permit area is in the northern 
1,300 feet of the lot.  

JUSTIFICATION FOR RECOMMENDATION 
This application is in conformance with the 2040 Lincoln-Lancaster 
County Comprehensive Plan. The commercial feedlot is an agricultural 
use. Traffic generated by this operation will be minimal. There are 
few houses nearby that would be impacted. Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality does not object to this application. The nearest 
house should not be negatively impacted by the proposal as it is 
approximately ¼ mile from the site.     

APPLICATION CONTACT 
Randy Essink, (402) 310-1874 
essinkdrywall@gmail.com 

STAFF CONTACT 
Tom Cajka, (402) 441-5662 or 
tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov 

67



 
Page 2 – Special Permit #18025 

KEY QUOTES FROM THE 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN   

P. 3.11- Agricultural lands refers to land-about 90.3% of the county- utilized for growing crops, raising livestock, or 
producing other agricultural products.  

P. 7.12- LPlan 2040 supports the preservation of land in the bulk of the County for agricultural and natural resource 
purposes.  

P. 12.3 - this site is shown as future agriculture on the 2040 Lincoln Area Future Land Use Plan. 
 
P. 12.4 – Agricultural land is principally in use for agricultural production. Agricultural land may be in transition to 
more diversified agribusiness ventures.  
 
ANALYSIS 

1. This is a request for a special permit under Article 13.035 of the Lancaster County Zoning Regulations for a 
Commercial Feedlot. The proposal is for 4 barns each housing 47,500 chickens for a total of 190,000 chickens. Each 
barn will be 63’ x 600’ in size.  

2. Article 13.035 does not have specific conditions for commercial feedlots other than a statement from Nebraska 
Department of Environmental Quality addressing anti-pollution controls is required. Although there are no specific 
conditions listed, Article 13.002 offers guidance to the Planning Commission in reviewing special permits; “The 
Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing and shall consider the effect of such proposed building or uses 
upon the character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, public utility facilities, the Comprehensive Plan and 
other matters relating to the public health, safety and general welfare.”  

3. Traffic will be minimal. On average the operation will generate 1.4 semi-trucks per day. The County engineers does 
not object to this application. The County Engineer does note that due to the sharp roadway bends along West 
Wittstruck Rd near the entrance, semi-truck traffic entering and exiting this site shall be via West Wittstruck Rd. 
going west to SW 142nd St.   

4. The current parcel is 75 acres. The special permit is for a 20 acre area within the 75 acre lot. The site plan shows 
the proposed 20 acre parcel.  

5. This site is shown as agriculture in the Comprehensive Plan, a feedlot is an agricultural use. 

6. There are 7 dwellings within one mile of the proposed site and 4 dwellings within one-half mile of the site. The 
nearest house is approximately one-quarter mile north of the barns.  

7. The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department notes that the applicant will need to comply with Lancaster 
County Air Pollution Control Resolution R-13-0073, Section 11. Section 11 specifically states that is shall be 
unlawful to cause or permit odorous emissions from animal confinement and feeding operations. They do not 
object to this application.  

8. The Lancaster County Zoning Regulations requires that any commercial feedlot have a statement from the 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) that either the facility does not need to provide for anti-pollution 
controls, or that the applicant has received approval from DEQ for anti-pollution controls.  

9. Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has inspected the site. DEQ has determined that this facility 
is not required to construct a livestock waste control facility or obtain a Construction and Operating Permit or a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit.  

 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL:  See attached. 
 
EXISTING LAND USE & ZONING:  AG Agricultural Farm ground 
 
SURROUNDING LAND USE & ZONING 

North: AG Agricultural   Farm ground and two dwellings 
South: AG Agricultural   Farm ground   
East:   AG Agricultural   Farm ground   
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West:   AG Agricultural   Farm ground and two dwellings 

APPROXIMATE LAND AREA: 20 acres, more or less 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: A portion of the West 1/2 of the SE 1/4  located in the SW 1/4 of Section 7-8-5, Lancaster 
County, Nebraska. 

Prepared by 

___________________________ 
Tom Cajka, Planner 
(402) 441-5662 or tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov

Date: June 8, 2018 

Applicant: Randy Essink 
355 West 1st St.  
Cortland, NE 68331 
402-310-1874

Contact: Jordan Kingsley 
Nutrient Advisors
449 E. Deere St.  
West Point, NE 68788
402-372-2236

Owner: Denton Storage LLC 
2825 Porter Ridge Rd. 
Lincoln, NE 68516
402-314-7682
bruce-deb-pester@yahoo.com 

Same as applicant 

F:\DevReview\SP\17000\SP17018 Heetderks Farm.tjc.docx   
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL – SPECIAL PERMIT #18025 
 
 
Per Article 13.035 this approval permits a Commercial Feedlot for up to 190,000 chickens.  
 
Site Specific Conditions: 
 
 
1. Before receiving building permits the permittee shall cause to be prepared and submitted to the Planning 

Department a revised and reproducible final plot plan including 3 copies with all required revisions and 
documents as listed below: 

 
1.1 Add the title “Randy Essink Commercial Feedlot. Special Permit #18025 to the site plan.  

 
1.2 Add a legal description to the site plan.  

 
 

2. Before receiving building permits provide the following documents to the Planning Department:  
 

2.1 Verification from the Register of Deeds that the letter of acceptance as required by the approval of the 
special permit has been recorded. 

 
Standard Conditions: 
 
3. The following conditions are applicable to all requests: 
 

3.1 Before starting the operation all development and construction shall substantially comply with the 
approved plans. 

 
3.2 The physical location of all setbacks and yards, buildings, parking and circulation elements, and similar 

matters be in substantial compliance with the location of said items as shown on the approved site 
plan. 

 
3.3 The terms, conditions, and requirements of this resolution shall run with the land and be binding upon 

the Permittee, its successors and assigns. 
 

3.4 The applicant shall sign and return the letter of acceptance to the County Clerk. This step should be 
completed within 60 days following the approval of the special permit. The Permittee shall file a copy 
of the resolution approving the special permit and the letter of acceptance with the Register of Deeds.  
Building permits will not be issued unless the letter of acceptance has been filed.  
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One Square Mile:
Sec.07 T08N R05E

Zoning:
R-1 to R-8
AG
AGR
O-1
O-2
O-3
R-T
B-1
B-2
B-3
B-4
B-5
H-1
H-2
H-3
H-4
I-1
I-2
I-3
P

Residential District
Agricultural District
Agricultural Residential District
Office District
Suburban Office District
Office Park District
Residential Transition District
Local Business District
Planned Neighborhood Business District
Commercial District
Lincoln Center Business District
Planned Regional Business District
Interstate Commercial District
Highway Business District
Highway Commercial District
General Commercial District
Industrial District
Industrial Park District
Employment Center District
Public Use District 

Zoning Jurisdiction Lines

Area of Application

Lincoln City Jurisdiction

PDF: F:\Boards\PC\Internet\out\

�
Special Permit #:  SP18025
SW 142nd St & W Wittstruck Rd
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