
Meeting #1 Questions 
 

1. Definition of Agriculture vs Industrial Lancaster County Zoning 

Agriculture shall mean the use of land for the purpose of raising and harvesting crops; 
or for the raising, breeding, or management of livestock, poultry, fish or honeybees; of 
for dairying, truck gardening, forestry, nurseries, or orchards; for the non-commercial 
on-farm storage or processing of agricultural products produced on the premises; or for 
any other similar agricultural; horticultural, or silvicultural or aquacultural use. (Article 2 
Lancaster County Zoning Regulations) 

Industrial has no definition in the Lancaster County Zoning Regulations.  

 

2. DEQ Animal Waste Definitions.  

“Livestock Wastes” means animal and poultry excreta and associated feed losses, 
bedding, spillage or overflow from watering systems, wash and flushing waters, 
sprinkling waters from livestock cooling, precipitation polluted by falling on or flowing 
onto an animal feeding operation, and other materials polluted by livestock wastes. 

“Open lot animal feeding operations” means pens or similar concentrated areas, 
including small shed-type areas or open-front buildings with dirt, or concrete (or paved 
or hard) surfaces, wherein animals or poultry are substantially or entirely exposed to the 
outside environment except for possible small portions affording some protection by 
windbreaks or small shed-type areas.  

“Totally housed animal feeding operation” means an operation that is totally under roof 
where animals are housed, rainfall is prevented from becoming process wastewater, 
and all manure, litter, and process wastewater is contained. The roofed structure may or 
may not be enclosed on the sides. 

 

3. Other Counties Definition for Feedlots.  

Cass: “Livestock Feeding Operation” shall mean any farming operation exceeding the 
per acre animal unit ratio as defined under A Farming or the feeding, farrowing, or 
raising cattle, swine, sheep, poultry, or other livestock, in a confined area where grazing 
is not possible, and where the confined area is for more than 6 months in any one 
calendar year, and where the number of animals so maintained exceeds 250 animal 
units as defined. The confined area of the LFO shall include the pens, corrals, sheds, 
buildings, feed storage areas, waste disposal ponds, and related facilities.  

 



Gage: “Livestock Confinement Facilities/Operations” shall mean any building(s), lot(s), 
pen(s), pond(s), lagoon(s) and or manure or compost pile(s) or other confined spaces, 
which normally are not used for raising crops or grazing animals, which are designed 
and/or used for on-going confined raising, feeding or management of animals, which 
exceed and combination of 300 animal units.  

 

Hall: “Livestock Feeding Operation (LFO)” shall mean any farming operation exceeding 
the per acre Animal Unit ratio as defined under “farming” or the feeding, farrowing, or 
raising cattle, swine, sheep, poultry, or other livestock, in a confined area where grazing 
is not possible, and where the confined area is for more than 6 months in any one 
calendar year, and where the number of animals so maintained exceeds 300 animal 
units as defined. The confined area of the LFO shall include the pens, corrals, sheds, 
buildings, feed storage areas, waste disposal ponds, and related facilities.  

 

Otoe: : “Livestock Feeding Operation (LFO)” Any farming operation in a confined area 
where grazing is not possible, and where the confined area is for more than six months 
in any one calendar year, and where the number of animals so maintained exceeds 300 
Animal Units as defined below. The confined area of the LFO shall include the pens, 
corrals, sheds, buildings, feed storage areas, waste disposal ponds, and related 
facilities. Such facilities shall be constructed and operated in conformance with 
applicable county, state, and federal regulations. Two or more LFO's under common 
ownership are deemed to be a single LFO if they are adjacent to each other and utilize 
a common area of system for the disposal of livestock wastes; otherwise the separation 
distances shall apply as per Table 8.09.01.  

 

Saline: “CONFINED ANIMAL FEEDING USE”: The raising, feeding or management of 
more than three hundred (300) animal units at any one time in roofed buildings or 
structures which may be open sided or totally enclosed and which may have hard 
surfaced, slatted or other type of surfaced floor, and / or on hard surfaced, non-earthen, 
outdoor pens or lots used for confinement of such animals. The determination of the 
number of animal units in any such use shall be based upon the number of animal units 
set forth in a permit issued by the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality or its 
successor or, in the event such a permit is not required, such determination shall be by 
written declaration of the owner of such use of the one-time capacity of such use to the 
County. In the event of any dispute over the number of animal units, such determination 
shall be by actual counting of the animal unit capacity by the Zoning Administrator or 
other duly appointed official. Any waste handling facilities, as defined in Section 303.94 
of this Resolution, associated with such confined animal feeding use shall be 
considered a separate waste handling facility use. For purposes of this Resolution, 
waste handling facilities associated with any confined animal feeding uses shall be 



classified and regulated with regard the number of animals served by such waste 
handling facility in accordance with the following classes of size, as well as the category 
of waste handling facility utilized, as defined in Section 303.94 of this Resolution:  

Class I - A confined animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of more than three 
hundred (300) animal units, but less than one thousand one (1,001) animal units.  

Class II - A confined animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of one thousand one 
(1,001) to two thousand five hundred (2,500) animal units. Saline County Zoning 
Regulations: Amended 2018 6  

Class III - A confined animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of two thousand five 
hundred one (2,501) to five thousand (5,000) animal units.  

Class IV - A confined animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of five thousand one 
(5,001) to ten thousand (10,000) animal units. Class V - A confined animal feeding use 
with a one-time capacity of ten-thousand one (10,001) or more animal units.  

 

“INTENSIVE ANIMAL FEEDING USE”: The feeding of more than three hundred (300) 
animal units at any one time in partial or total earthen pens or lots which are or used for 
confinement of animals where manure is or may be in contact with the earth. The 
determination of the number of animal units in any such use shall be based upon the 
number of animal units set forth in a permit issued by the Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality or its successor or, in the event such a permit is not required, 
such determination shall be by written declaration of the one-time capacity of such use 
to the County. In the event of any dispute over the number of animal units, such 
determination shall be by actual counting of the animal unit capacity by the Zoning 
Administrator or other duly appointed official at the time of such dispute. Any waste 
handling facilities, as defined in Section 303.94 of this Resolution, shall be considered a 
separate waste handling facility use. For purposes of this Resolution, waste handling 
facility uses associated with any intensive animal feeding uses shall be categorized as 
an AN (anaerobic) facility, as defined in Section 303.92 of this Resolution, and classified 
with regard to the number of animal units served in accordance with the following 
classes of size: Class I - An intensive animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of 
more than three hundred (300) animal units, but less than one thousand one (1,001) 
animal units. Class II - An intensive animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of one 
thousand and one (1,001) to two thousand five hundred (2,500) animal units. Class III - 
An intensive animal feeding use with a one-time capacity of two thousand five hundred 
and one (2,501) to five thousand (5,000) animal units. Class IV - An intensive animal 
feeding use with a one-time capacity of five thousand and one (5,001) to ten thousand 
(10,000) animal units. Class V - An intensive animal feeding use with a one-time 
capacity of ten thousand and one (10,001) or more animal units.  

 



Sarpy: “Feedlot or Feed Yard, Commercial” shall mean a parcel of land with a minimum 
of 40 acres where the principal business is the feeding of livestock and such feeding is 
not done as a subordinate activity to the production of crops on the premises of which 
the feed lot is a part. They must be located at least one-half mile from another residence 
and shall require a Special Use Permit.  

 

4. AG District Permitted Uses 

Permitted: 

a. Agriculture, except commercial feedlots; 
b. Breeding, raising, management and sale of fur-bearing animals and the produce 
thereof; 
c. Dog breeding establishments and kennels; 
d. Stables, riding stables and riding academies; 
e. Public uses: Including but not limited to public parks, playgrounds, golf courses and 
recreational uses; fire stations; schools; publicly owned or operated airports; and public 
utilities and utility distribution systems; excluding governmental landfill operations;  
f. Single family dwellings; 
g. Places of Religious Assembly; 
h. Cable and fiber optic communication distribution systems;  
i. Wind energy conversion systems  
 
Permitted Conditional Uses: 
These use are allowed if they meet specific conditions for the use.  
a. Cemeteries, including mausoleums; 
b. Roadside stands for the temporary or seasonal sale of produce; 
c. Group homes; 
d. Wind energy conversion systems over the district height; 
e. Mobile homes; 
f. Family airfield; 
g. Domestic shelter; 
h. Farm winery; 
i. Temporary paving plants; 
j. Agricultural attraction; 



k. Early childhood care facilities. 
 
Permitted Special Uses  
These use require approval of a special permit by the Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Planning Department and possibly the County Board.  

a. Academies, Private Schools, or Post-Secondary Education Facilities;  
b. Recreational facilities; 
c. Dwellings for members of religious orders; 
d. Broadcast Towers;  
e. Campgrounds; 
f. Veterinary facilities;  
g. Excavation;  
h. Sale barns; 
i. Garden centers; 
j. Facilities for the commercial storage or sale of fertilizer or toxic or flammable agricultural 

chemicals; 
k. Except as provided in Section 17.031, place of religious assembly steeples, towers and 

ornamental spires which exceed the maximum district height;  
l. Expansion of non-conforming use; 
m. Historic Preservation; 
n. Pet cemeteries; minimum area shall be five (5) acres; 
o. Clubs;  
p. Health Care Facilities, Residential; 
q. Non-commercial distillation and storage of fuel and fuel products produced in whole or 

in part from agricultural products raised within the County;  
r. Mobile homes;  
s. Heritage center;  
t. Airfields, Commercial Agriculture Airfields and Heliports;  
u. Storage of agricultural conservation construction equipment;  
v. u) Race track, drag strip or motor sport facility;  
w. Expanded home occupations;  
x. Commercial Wind Energy Conversion Systems/Turbines;  



y. Market Garden;  
z. Commercial Composting Operation  
aa. Commercial feedlot;  
bb. Community Unit Plan;  
cc. Health Care Facilities Non-Residential;  
dd. Private Recreational Activities;  
ee. Flood Plain Construction;  
ff. Personal Wireless Services Facility;  
gg. Early Childhood Care Facilities;  
hh. Accessory Dwelling Unit.  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  


