
South Haymarket & Downtown Stakeholders: 

In December 2015, the South Haymarket Neighborhood Plan was adopted by City Council for the 38-

block area bounded by O Street on the north, G Street on the south, the railroad on the west, and 10th 

Street on the east. The approved Plan recommends development of South Haymarket Design Standards 

and various zoning changes to the B-4 Lincoln Center Business District and O-1 Office District. These 

recommendations from the Plan are carried forward in this proposal explained in this correspondence. 

Proposed Design Standards for the South Haymarket District address streetscapes, site development, 

and building design. The proposed standards are based largely on the existing Downtown Design 

Standards but adapted to best serve South Haymarket. Because this area in envisioned as a residential 

neighborhood and not the urban core, standards for buildings and sites are designed to be more flexible 

than Downtown Design Standards allowing for larger setbacks, less transparency, and greater variety of 

building materials.  

South Haymarket Design Standards will also address streetscapes which are a new component to design 

standards. Many of the existing streetscapes in South Haymarket are highly unorganized, lack 

comfortable spaces for pedestrians, and do not define parking spaces. As redevelopment in this area 

focuses on residential infill, amenities along the street, such as street trees, continuous sidewalks, and 

on-street parking, will make the neighborhood a more walkable and attractive place to live and work. 

The design standards text amendment also includes changes to the Capitol Environs Design Standards, 

which propose standards for the J Street Boulevard similar to existing standards for other residential 

areas within the Environs District such as Goodhue Boulevard and J Street east of the Capitol. 

The proposed changes to the zoning ordinance aim to reinforce the residential neighborhood vision and 

update permitted land uses across the B-4 District to meet current and future development and land use 

expectations. In the existing B-4 Lincoln Center Business District, virtually any land use is allowed. A 

modified B-4 District is proposed that prohibits the heaviest industrial uses which are not appropriate or 

found in Downtown Lincoln today. Other adjustments to B-4 include establishing a minimum building 

height and adjusting setbacks for new residential developments. 

Prior to City Council approval, we will seek recommendations from the Urban Design Committee (UDC), 

Nebraska Capitol Environs Commission (NCEC), and Planning Commission. As an interested party, you 

are invited to attend any of these public hearings to provide your input. The schedule is as follows:  

 December 1, 2016 – NCEC hearing, 8:00 a.m., Room 214, County-City Building. The 

Commission will make a recommendation on the proposed Capitol Environs Design Standards. 

 December 6, 2016 – UDC hearing, 3:00 p.m., Room 210, County-City Building. The Committee 

will make a recommendation on the proposed South Haymarket Design Standards and zoning 

changes. 

 January 2017 (tentative) – Planning Commission hearing, date to be determined. The Planning 

Commission will make a recommendation on all proposed amendments. 

For more detailed information on the proposed amendments to design standards and zoning, please visit 

www.lincoln.gov (keyword “South Haymarket”). If you’d like to schedule a meeting with Planning Staff to 

discuss the text amendments in more detail, please contact Stacey Hageman at 402-441-6361 or 

slhageman@lincoln.ne.gov.  
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