
TX16018 SUMMARY 
(South Haymarket Design Standards) 

1.00 – Request for Waiver, Procedure 
Changes are being proposed in order to consolidate the waivers and appeals process for 

Lincoln Downtown, South Haymarket, and Neighborhood Design Standards. These design 

standards share the same Appeals Board, generally the Urban Design Committee. It simplifies 

the process to have one set of rules for all these design standards. The Mayor is also added to 

the notification list for all appeals. 

3.75 – Neighborhood Design Standards 
The waivers and appeal process is removed from Neighborhood Design Standards and a 

reference is provided for the consolidated process in Chapter 1.00, as described above. 

3.76 – Lincoln Downtown Design Standards 
Today, Lincoln Downtown Design Standards apply to all areas zoned B-4 Lincoln Center 

Business District or O-1 Office District. It is proposed that South Haymarket Design Standards 

would apply to B-4 and O-1 properties in the South Haymarket area (defined here as west of 

150 feet west of 9th Street and south of O Street). 

Minor changes are proposed throughout Lincoln Downtown Design Standards as clean-up items 

(e.g. correcting Canopy Street) and in order to make them consistent with the drafted South 

Haymarket Design Standards. Also, the waivers and appeal process is removed from Lincoln 

Downtown Design Standards and a reference is provided for the consolidated process in 

Chapter 1.00, as described above. 

3.77 – South Haymarket Design Standards 
New proposed Design Standards for the South Haymarket District address streetscapes, 

site development, and building design. The proposed standards are based largely on the 

existing Downtown Design Standards but adapted to best serve South Haymarket. 

Because this area in envisioned as a residential neighborhood and not the urban core, 

standards for buildings and sites are designed to be more flexible than Downtown 

Design Standards allowing for larger setbacks, less transparency, and greater variety of 

building materials.  

South Haymarket Design Standards will also address streetscapes which are a new 

component to design standards. Many of the existing streetscapes in South Haymarket 

are highly unorganized, lack comfortable spaces for pedestrians, and do not define 

parking spaces. As redevelopment in this area focuses on residential infill, amenities 

along the street, such as street trees, continuous sidewalks, and on-street parking, will 

make the neighborhood a more walkable and attractive place to live and work. 

3.85 – Capitol Environs Design Standards 
Proposed changes to the Capitol Environs Design Standards add standards for the J Street 

Boulevard that are similar to existing standards for other residential areas within the Environs 



District such as Goodhue Boulevard and J Street east of the Capitol. Additional changes are 

made throughout the Capitol Environs Design Standards as clean-up items which generally 

include updated standards for the newly constructed Centennial Mall and consistent naming of 

the Malls. 

LMC 4.36 – Urban Design Committee 
In the existing and proposed design standards, the Urban Design Committee has been 

identified as the Appeals Board. The proposed changes to this chapter of the Lincoln Municipal 

Code add appeals to the Committee’s Duties and Powers. When Urban Design Committee is 

hearing appeals, their role is expanded beyond that of an advisory board and the public should 

be notified of those hearings. 

Another proposed change that is also addressed in the recent Comprehensive Plan update, is 

to eliminate the language that says no project shall be reviewed by both the Urban Design 

Committee and the Historic Preservation Commission. Certain high-impact projects may involve 

historic properties and public property/assistance, and the expertise and advice of more than 

one design board may be valuable. Joint meetings allow the boards, the project, and ultimately 

the community to benefit by a thorough yet efficient discussion and should be allowed at the 

City’s discretion. 


