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Appendix B 

 
Definition of Terms 

 
NOTE:  All definitions are from the May 1, 2007 Circular, FTA C 9050.1. 

a.  Access to Jobs Project:  Refers to a project relating to the development and maintenance 
of transportation services designed to transport welfare recipients and eligible low-income 
individuals to and from jobs and activities related to their employment.  
 
b.  Accessible Taxi:  An accessible taxi is a vehicle that is used by a private provider of on-
demand transportation service to the public that is regulated and licensed for such use by 
the municipality, county or other government entity.  An accessible taxi is one which has 
the capacity to accommodate a passenger who uses a “common wheelchair” as defined 
under 49 CFR 37.3, at a minimum, while remaining in his/her personal mobility device 
inside the vehicle, and meets the same requirements for lifts, ramps and securement systems 
specified in 49 CFR part 38, subpart B.   
 
c.  Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA):  Public Law 336 of the 101st Congress, enacted 
July 26, 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.).  The ADA prohibits discrimination and ensures 
equal opportunity for persons with disabilities in employment, State, and local government 
services, public accommodations, commercial facilities, and transportation.   
 
d.  Competitive Selection Process: A process to choose which projects will be funded.  The 
process is conducted by the designated recipient of Federal Transportation Administration 
(FTA) funds in cooperation with the appropriate metropolitan planning organization (MPO) 
in urbanized areas over 200,000 in population, or the State in areas under 200,000 in 
population.  The projects selected must be derived from a Locally Developed, Coordinated 
Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan.  
 
e.  Demand Responsive System:  Any non-fixed route system of transporting individuals 
that requires advanced scheduling including services provided by public entities, non-
profits, and private providers.  An advance request for service is a key characteristic of 
demand responsive service.   
 
f.  Designated Recipient:  See “Recipient.”   
 
g.  Elderly Individuals and Individuals with Disabilities Program (Section 5310): Federal 
Transportation Administration formula program for public transportation capital projects 
planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special needs of elderly individuals and 
individuals with disabilities.  49 U.S.C. 5310.  
 
h.  Eligible Low-income Individual: Refers to an individual whose family income is at or 
below 150 percent of the poverty line (as that term is defined in Section 673(2) of the 
Community Services Block Grant Act (42 U.S.C 9902(2)), including any revision required 
by that section) for a family of the size involved.  
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i.  Human Services Transportation: Transportation services provided by or on behalf of a 
human services agency to provide access to agency services and/or to meet the basic, day-
to-day mobility needs of transportation-disadvantaged populations, especially individuals 
with disabilities, older adults, and people with low incomes.  
 
j.  Individual With a Disability: The term “individual with a disability” means an individual 
who, because of illness, injury, age, congenital malfunction, or other incapacity or 
temporary or permanent disability (including an individual who is a wheelchair user or has 
semi-ambulatory capability), cannot use effectively, without special facilities, planning, or 
design, public transportation service or a public transportation facility. 49 U.S.C. 
5302(a)(5).  
 
k.  Job Access and Reverse Commute Program (JARC):  Federal Transportation 
Administration formula grant program for projects relating to the development and 
maintenance of transportation services designed to transport welfare recipients and eligible 
low-income individuals to and from jobs and activities related to their employment, and for 
public transportation projects designed to transport residents of urbanized areas and 
nonurbanized areas to suburban employment opportunities.  49 U.S.C. 5316.   
 
l.  Locally Developed, Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan: A 
plan that identifies the transportation needs of individuals with disabilities, older adults, and 
people with low incomes, provides strategies for meeting those local needs, and prioritizes 
transportation services for funding and implementation.  
 
m.  Mobility Management: Consists of short-range planning and management activities and 
projects for improving coordination among public transportation and other transportation-
service providers carried out by a recipient or subrecipient through an agreement entered 
into with a person, including a government entity, under 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 (other than 
Section 5309). Mobility management does not include operating public transportation 
services.  
 
n.  New Freedom Program: Federal Transportation Administration formula grant program 
for new public transportation services and public transportation alternatives beyond those 
required by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) that 
assist individuals with disabilities with transportation, including transportation to and from 
jobs and employment support services.  49 U.S.C. 5317.  
 
o.  Non-profit Organization: A corporation or association determined by the Secretary of 
the Treasury to be an organization described by 26 U.S.C. 501(c) which is exempt from 
taxation under 26 U.S.C. 501(a) or one which has been determined under State law to be 
non-profit and for which the designated State agency has received documentation certifying 
the status of the non-profit organization.  
 
p.  Paratransit:  Comparable transportation service required by the ADA for individuals 
with disabilities who are unable to use fixed route transportation systems.   
 
q.  Program of Projects:  A list of projects to be funded in a grant application submitted to 
Federal Transportation Administration by a designated recipient.  The program of projects 
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(POP) lists the subrecipients and indicates whether they are private non-profit agencies, 
governmental authorities, or private providers of transportation service, designates the areas 
served (including rural areas), and identifies any tribal entities.  In addition, the program of 
projects includes a brief description of the projects, total project cost and Federal share for 
each project, and the amount of funds used for program administration from the 10 percent 
allowed.   
 
r.  Recipient:  In large urbanized areas over 200,000 in population, an entity designated, in 
accordance with the planning process under 49 U.S.C. 5303, 5304, and 5306, by the chief 
executive officer of a State, responsible local officials, and publicly owned operators of 
public transportation, to receive and apportion amounts under the JARC program that is 
attributable to a transportation management area.  In nonurbanized areas or small urban 
areas under 200,000 in population, the designated recipient is the State agency designated 
by the chief executive officer of a State to receive and apportion amounts under JARC that 
are attributable to the State for small urbanized and nonurbanized areas.   
 
s.  Reverse Commute Project:  Refers to a public transportation project designed to 
transport residents of urbanized areas and other than urbanized areas to suburban 
employment opportunities.   
 
t.  Subrecipient:  Refers to a State or local governmental authority, non-profit organization, 
or operator of public transportation services that receives a grant under JARC indirectly 
through a recipient.   
 
u.  Urbanized Area:  An area encompassing a population of not less than 50,000 people that 
has been defined and designated in the most recent decennial census as an “urbanized area” 
by the Secretary of Commerce.  Small urbanized areas as used in the context of Federal 
Transportation Administration formula grant programs are urbanized areas with a 
population of at least 50,000 but less than 200,000.   
 
v.   Welfare Recipient:  Refers to an individual who has received assistance under a State or 
tribal program funded under part A of Title IV of the Social Security Act at any time during 
the three-year period before the date on which the applicant applies for a grant under JARC.   
 
Additional definitions: 
 
w.  Basic Needs:  As defined by the CSI Basic and Emergency Needs Coalition, basic needs 
are any necessity required for human existence including food, shelter, clothing, and 
personal care, medical care, and transportation. 
 
x.  Self-Sufficiency:  the ability to meet all of the basic needs using one’s own resources 
with the addition of education and employment. 
 
y.  Social Transportation:  transportation for non-work, non-medical purposes including 
social events, banking, grocery shopping, etc.  




