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Meeting Record 
 

MPO Officials Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, September 27, 2012; 1:30 p.m. 

Mayor’s Conference Room 
County/City Building, 555 South 10th Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Mayor Beutler; Carl Eskridge and Adam Hornung, City 

Council; Larry Hudkins, Deb Schorr, County Commission; 
Randy Peters, NDOR.  

 
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Rick Hoppe, Mayors Office; Miki Esposito, Public Works & 

Utilities; Marvin Krout, David Cary, Michael Brienzo and 
Michele Abendroth, Planning Department 

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 1:37 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was acknowledged.  
Those present introduced themselves. 

1. Review and action on the draft minutes of the August 29, 2012 Officials Committee meetings 

Hudkins moved approval of the August 29, 2012 Officials Committee meeting minutes, seconded by 
Eskridge.  The motion carried with Peters abstaining. 

2. Review and action on the Project Selection Task Force recommendations on project funding and 
programming for the Federal Transit Administration Job Access/Reverse Commute (Section 5316) and 
New Freedom (Section 5317), programs.  Action is to include amending to the proposed FY 2013-2016 
Transportation Improvement Program to add these projects and federal funding 

Brienzo stated that each year, we receive federal transit administration funds for Job Access/Reverse 
Commute and New Freedom (JARC/NF).  The JARC funds are to be used for transportation to and from 
work or for training.  New Freedom is to extend transportation services for people with disabilities.  We 
have a Call for Projects, and a Project Selection Task Force reviews those projects.  We received two 
proposals for NF funds and three proposals for JARC funds.  These are projects that we have been 
funding for the past few years, and there are no changes to the proposals.  The three JARC projects are 
from the Lincoln Literacy Council, StarTran, and the Center for People in Need.  The amounts awarded 
are approximately 3% less than what was awarded last year.  The NF projects are from the League of 
Human Dignity and the Seniors Foundation.  The Projection Selection Task Force has recommended 
approval of these proposals, and the Technical Committee has recommended approval as well.  

Hudkins moved approval of the recommendations on project funding and programming for the Job 
Access/Reverse Commute and New Freedom programs including amending the proposed FY 2013-2016 
Transportation Improvement Program, seconded by Eskridge.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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3. Review and action on revisions to the FY 2013-2016 Transportation Improvement Program 

Brienzo stated that the first project is at the intersection of 66th Street and Fremont Street to provide 
traffic signalization and safety improvements.  The project has been under review for several years, and 
has been recommended for funding by the State Safety Committee. This is also being recommended by 
the MPO Technical Advisory Committee.  The second set of project amendments are the JARC and New 
Freedom projects as discussed in the previous agenda item. 

Hornung moved approval of the revisions to the FY 2013-2016 Transportation Improvement Program, 
seconded by Eskridge.  The motion carried unanimously. 

4. Briefing on other MPO topics 

 a. MPO Memorandum of Agreement 

Brienzo explained that under the last certification review, we were asked to review the agreements 
between the MPO and the State.  We have a draft in place.  It has been reviewed by the Law 
Department and was sent to the State for their review.  The Agreement follows the existing 
Management Plan.  

Hudkins stated that at the last meeting, Hornung brought up the question about the sound barriers at 
56th Street.  Hudkins asked for an update on this.  Esposito stated that Public Works gave an update to 
the City Council, and she offered to provide a link to the tape of the meeting and have Kris Humphrey, 
the project manager, provide a briefing on the project. 

Brienzo continued by explaining that once the Agreement is acceptable to the State and the MPO, it will 
be brought to the Officials Committee.  The Agreement does not replace the existing Interlocal 
agreement but rather ensures coordination between the State and the MPO and that planning functions 
are carried out according to federal rules and regulations.   

 b. Project Selection Process 

Brienzo stated that one of the corrective actions was to identify a project selection process.  A 
committee consisting of staff from Planning, Engineering Services, Parks, StarTran, and the Department 
of Roads has defined a process, and they will bring a final product to the next Officials Committee 
meeting. 

 c. TIP Administrative Modification for Pioneers Park Trail Renovation 

Brienzo explained that this is a modification to the current FY 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement 
Program for the Pioneers Park Trail to replace 4,200 feet of existing asphalt with concrete. 

 d. Federal Funding Earmarks Redistributed 

Brienzo stated that this item is a federal requirement to redistribute all unobligated earmarks to an 
existing project.  The unobligated funds from the South Beltway will be obligated to the Lincoln Arterial 
Rehab project to resurface 14 city street segments.  He noted that this does not change the South 
Beltway project in any way.  Peters added that this does not zero out the South Beltway earmarks. 

 e. National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) under MAP-21 

Brienzo explained MAP-21 was adopted July 21, 2012.  This includes a requirement for all principal 
arterials to become part of the National Highway System (NHS).  For Lincoln/Lancaster County, this adds 
approximately 25 miles to the existing NHS in the urban area. 
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Beutler asked about the reason for the reclassification when the amount of money goes down.  Peters 
explained that part of the reason for the change is to consolidate programs.  They are still trying to 
determine the apportionments, but the net amount to the Department of Transportation is still the 
same.  Brienzo added that this will remain an 80% federal to 20% local funding program. 

Beutler asked about the funding for the South Beltway.  Brienzo stated that it is not functionally 
classified yet but will be added to the system.  Peters stated that the contract between the City, State 
and federal government states that funding is 20% each for the City and State and 60% is coming from 
the Build Nebraska Act (LB-84).  In order for this funding split to be changed, all parties would have to 
agree to the change. 

Brienzo noted that this change in the NHS classifications may have a minor effect on signage. There may 
be some signs that become non-conforming, but it is expected that they can remain in place. 

 f. Transportation Demand Management Study 

Brienzo explained that we have been working through the process to develop a transportation demand 
study.  Nelson Nygard has been selected as the consultant for the project.  They are just beginning the 
scope of project work and preparing the agreements. 

5. Other topics for discussion 

Eskridge stated that he is concerned about NW 48th Street.  There is a project to pave the south portion 
of that, but that is not where people are living.  Brienzo stated that it is in the Long Range 
Transportation Plan, and it is a high priority.  It was also stated that the south portion of NW 48th is a 
long-term project on an existing 2-lane road to be rebuilt and widened.  The segment from West ‘O’ 
Street to Adams is a near-term project. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:34 p.m. 

** Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the  
Metropolitan Planning Organization Officials Committee. ** 

ma/mb 
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