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MEETING MINUTES 

Officials Committee Meeting 
Thursday, February 20, 2014 

1:30 p.m. 
Mayor’s Conference Room 

Members Present:  Mayor Beutler; Carl Eskridge, City Council; Larry Hudkins, County Board; Jim Knott, 
Nebraska Department of Roads. 

Others Present:  Luke Pitts, Parsons Brinckerhoff; Mike Davis, Brian Praeuner, StarTran; Amy Starr, 
Nebraska Department of Roads; Roger Figard, Thomas Shafer, Public Works & Utilities; Pam Dingman, 
County Engineer; Marvin Krout, David Cary, Mike Brienzo, Michele Abendroth, Planning. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:34 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was acknowledged. 

1. Review and action on the draft minutes of the November 21, 2013 Officials Committee meeting.  

Hudkins moved to approve the minutes of the November 21, 2013 Officials Committee meeting, 
seconded by Beutler.  The motion carried unanimously.   

2. Review and action on amendments to the MPO Public Participation Plan based upon the 
FHWA/FTA Certification Review of Civil Rights requirements and resulting recommendations.  

a. Establish the Title VI coordinator, contact, and complaint process 
b. Implement the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Title VI requirement 
c. Update the Limited English proficiency (LEP) requirement 

Brienzo explained that at the November meeting, an amendment to the Public Participation Plan was 
proposed.  The first change is to update the Limited English Proficiency Program Plan to provide an 
opportunity for individuals who do not speak English as their primary language to be included in the 
MPO transportation planning process.  The other change is to clarify the Accommodations Policy to 
ensure all persons with disabilities have access to and the ability to participate in public meetings.  The 
public was invited to comment on the amendment through several public notices.  No comments on the 
proposed amendments have been received at this time. 

Beutler asked Brienzo how he interprets the fact that we did not receive any comments.  Brienzo 
responded that he interprets that as there are no issues with the amendments. He saw the amendment 
as ensuring that all community members have access to the planning process. 

Hudkins moved to accept the amendments to the MPO Public Participation Plan, seconded by Beutler.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

3. Briefing on the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 2013 Triennial Review of the City of Lincoln 
StarTran.  

Praeuner stated that this is an FTA audit of StarTran’s grant management practices to ensure they are 
complying with federal rules and regulations.  This review is conducted once every three years.  This is 
an opportunity for the staff to learn about new FTA rules as well.  The review took place in October of 
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2013.  There are 18 areas of compliance that the FTA reviews.  FTA found eight areas where StarTran 
needed to update their plans and procedures.  FTA allows seven days to update those deficiencies.  
Prauener reported that they corrected all items identified within the seven day window, and FTA has 
formally accepted all the changes. 

Davis stated that the FTA attended the Technical Committee meeting two weeks ago and commended 
staff for completing the deficiencies within the seven day window. 

4. Review and action on proposed amendment to the Lincoln MPO FY 2013-2014 Unified Planning 
Work Program to include the Transit Development Plan Study in the Transit Planning Work 
Program (Section 6700).   

Brienzo stated that staff would like to add a project to the Unified Planning Work Program for a Transit 
Development Plan (TDP).  The project will begin in this fiscal year and carry over into next fiscal year.    

Prauener stated that this is an update to the 2007 TDP.  There was extensive public outreach and 
stakeholder input in that process, and they intend to do that again.  There will be a feasibility analysis of 
a multi-modal transit center.  Other items include a destination study for riders, updating the service 
standards and policies, evaluating transit network designs, and developing transit alternatives.   The 
industry standard is to conduct a study of this type every five years.  It is important to look at their 
system to ensure that it is efficient and effective.  They would like to begin the project in March or April, 
and they plan to implement the changes to the system in August 2015. 

Eskridge asked if any changes will be implemented prior to this study being completed.  Davis stated 
that they are in the process of making small changes.  They will have discussions with their committee 
on making changes to two routes, and they hope to implement those changes in May.  Eskridge stated 
that he has heard complaints about getting to the West Haymarket, and he encouraged service in the 
evening to help get people to and from that area in the evening.  Davis stated that they are looking at 
that area.   

Hudkins moved to approve the amendment to the FY 2013-2014 Unified Planning Work Program, 
seconded by Beutler.  The motion carried unanimously. 

5. Review and action on revisions to the FY 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program.   

a. Nebraska Department of Roads 
b. Lincoln Public Works & Utilities Department  
c. StarTran 
d. Lincoln Parks Department 

Brienzo explained that there are four revisions to the FY 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 
Program.  The first one is for NDOR to convert State funds into federal funds for Interstate I-80, 6-lane 
reconstruction project at NW 56th Street and US-77 interchange.  The second amendment is for the City 
Streets and Highways program, which coincides with the NDOR amendment.  This amendment is to 
convert City funds into federal funds.  The projects are Traffic Optimization and Management Program; 
Roadway and Bridge Rehabilitation; 56th Street from Shadow Pines Drive to Old Cheney Road; North 10th 
Street & Military Bridge; 9th Street, Van Dorn to South Street; and Highway 2, Van Dorn to S. 14th Street. 
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Brienzo explained that the other part of the NDOR amendment is converting Nebraska Highway funds to 
National Highway funds for three projects on Interstate I-80. 

Hudkins stated that on NW 48th Street from O to Adams, they are concerned about the left lane 
rerouting.  Brienzo stated that this is the diverging diamond.  Shafer stated that there was a public 
meeting about this area with approximately 200 people attending, and he did not hear any negative 
reactions.  The videos are very helpful in understanding how they work.  Hudkins asked if they are sound 
in terms of engineering.  Shafer stated that they are.  Knott stated that the comments received from the 
public have not been adverse.  There were concerns about how it is received.  Eskridge asked when the 
State and City plan to begin the work on this project.  Shafer stated that the State wants to get started in 
2014 on their work, and the City needs to buy right-of-way in 2014, and they want to start in the spring 
of 2015.  Knott stated that the State and City worked hard to coordinate this project, and they are 
working very well together. 

Beutler moved to adopt the amendments to the State Department of Roads section and the City Streets 
& Highways section of the 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program, seconded by Hudkins.   The 
motion carried unanimously. 

Brienzo stated that the third amendment is for StarTran for the addition of the Transit Development 
Plan update.  

Beutler moved to adopt the amendment to the StarTran section of the 2014-2017 Transportation 
Improvement Program, seconded by Hudkins.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The fourth amendment is to add the Billy Wolff Trail project to the Pedestrian, Bicycle and Trails section 
to replace a section with a 10’ wide trail.  Hudkins stated that the County prefers the 12’ trail width, but 
they understand there is not enough width available. 

Hudkins moved to adopt the amendment to Pedestrian, Bicycle and Trails section of the 2014-2017 
Transportation Improvement Program, seconded by Beutler.  The motion carried unanimously. 

6. Other topics for discussion.  

Hudkins commented on the extension on NW 38th Street and asked staff to take a look at how it will 
intersect with Highway 34.  Brienzo stated that they will need to work with the City, County and State to 
work out the details on the project.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m. 

 

** Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Officials Committee. ** 

 

ma/mb 

Q:\MPO\Officials Committee\Minutes\2013-2014\140220.docx 


