
MEETING RECORD 
 
 
 
NAME OF GROUP:  OFFICIALS COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
DATE, TIME AND  June 16, 2016, 1:30 p.m., Mayor’s Conference Room, County-City 
PLACE OF MEETING:  Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, NE  
 
MEMBERS AND OTHERS Roma Amundson, Leirion Gaylor Baird, Mayor Chris Beutler, Roy 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Christensen and Brandie Neemann; (Todd Wiltgen absent).  David 

Cary, Paul Barnes, Mike Brienzo, Kellee Van Bruggen and Teresa 
McKinstry of the Planning Dept.; Randy Hoskins of Public Works 
and Utilities; Pam Dingman of County Engineer’s office; Jon 
Carlson of the Mayor’s office; and Khalil Jaber of Nebraska Dept. 
of Roads.  

 
Mayor Beutler called the meeting to order and acknowledged the posting of the Open Meetings 
Act in the room. 
  
Mayor Beutler then called for nominations for Chair and Vice-Chair.  Christensen moved 
nomination of Amundson as Chair and himself as Vice-Chair.  Motion seconded by Gaylor Baird 
and carried 5-0: Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler, Christensen and Neeman voting ‘yes’; 
Wiltgen absent.  
 
Amundson requested a motion approving the minutes of the meeting held March 18, 2016.  
Motion for approval made by Christensen, seconded by Gaylor Baird and carried 5-0: 
Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler, Christensen and Neeman voting ‘yes’; Wiltgen absent.  
 
REVIEW AND ACTION ON REVISIONS TO THE FY 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM (TIP) TO INCLUDE A) NEBRASKA HIGHWAY N-79, AGNEW NORTH AND SOUTH, 
RAYMOND SPUR NORTH TO VALPARAISO, B) NEBRASKA I-80, WEST JCT. US 77 TO I-180/US 
34, C) NEBRASKA I-80, I-180 / US 34 TO US 77 / L 55X; D) CITY OF LINCOLN STREETS, 56TH 
STREET, SHADOW PINES DRIVE TO OLD CHENEY ROAD AND E) LOWER PLATTE SOUTH 
NATURAL RESOURCE DISTRICT UNDER-CROSSING WEST OF 1ST AND J STREET:  
 
Brienzo stated that Federal STP funds are being changed to AC Advanced Construction with 
regard to item a) Nebraska Highway N-79.  They will be funded with state funds and later on, 
converted to federal funds.   
 
Gaylor Baird questioned if converted means reimbursed.  Brienzo replied yes.  This is a funding 
tool.  It allows the Nebraska Dept. of Roads (NDOR) to move ahead and use the federal funds 
on another project.  
 
Brienzo continued that the Nebraska funds are being converted to federal funds for b) and c) 
Nebraska I-80.  We are adding federal funds for c) and reducing the amount of Nebraska funds 
for that project.   
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Mayor Beutler inquired if Public Works staff has been involved in these discussions.  Brienzo 
stated this has gone through Technical Committee and all amendments have been acted on.  
Technical Committee is comprised of staff from city, county, public and state officials.  All 
agencies of Lincoln and Lancaster County are represented.  These amendments were approved 
by that committee at their last meeting on June 2, 2016.  He noted that these three state 
projects do not affect the scope, just the funding.  
 
Brienzo continued with 56th Street.  The city wanted to advance construction.  During fiscal year 
2015-16, they want to convert those to federal funds this fiscal year.  This is an allocation that 
the urban area gets, surface transportation funds.  STP funds come from congress.  They put 
together a program every year that is allocated. 
 
Brienzo explained the last revision to the TIP is for Rosa Parks Way Trail, railroad undercrossing 
trail west of 1st and J St., 900 ft. long and 10 ft. wide concrete surface.  The project is in the 
current and proposed tip.  The right-of-way funds were programmed for 2016-17.  The NRD and 
state were working with project programming and they have transportation alternative funds.  
They needed the funds programmed in 2015-16 instead of 2016-17.  They asked to move those 
funds forward one year so they can work on right-of-way this summer.   
 
ACTION:  
 
Gaylor Baird moved to add revision 3e, Lower Platte South Natural Resource District: Rosa Parks 
Way Trail Railroad Under-crossing, west of 1st and J Street – add federal Transportation 
Alternative funds for ROW in FY 2016 and move construction to FY 2017, second by Amundson 
and carried 5-0: Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler, Christensen and Neeman voting ‘yes’; 
Wiltgen absent.  
 
Christensen moved approval on the following revisions to the FY 2016-2019 Transportation 
Improvement Program;  
 

a) Nebraska: Highway N-79, Agnew North & South, Raymond Spur (S-55J) north to 
Valparaiso, resurfacing project, with addition of 8’ shld, (8.5 miles) - AC funding for 
federal STP funds 

b) Nebraska: I-80, west Jct. US-77 to I-180 / US-34, Joint and shoulder repair (3.9 
miles) - add federal National Highway funds. 

c) Nebraska: I-80, I-180 / US34 to US-77 / L55X Joint seal and shoulder repair (5.7 
miles) - add federal National Highway funds. 

d) City of Lincoln, Streets: 56th Street, Shadow Pines Drive to Old Cheney Road – 
convert AC funds to federal STP Urban Area funds. 

e) Lower Platte South Natural Resource District: Rosa Parks Way Trail Railroad 
Under-crossing, west of 1st and J Street. - add federal Transportation Alternative 
funds for ROW in FY2016 and move construction to FY2017. 
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Motion seconded by Gaylor Baird and carried 5-0: Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler, 
Christensen and Neeman voting ‘yes’; Wiltgen absent.  
 
REVIEW AND ACTION OF A RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 2016 SELF-CERTIFICATION 
REVIEW THAT THE TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS FOR THE LINCOLN METROPOLITAN 
AREA COMPLIES WITH APPLICABLE FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS: 
 
Brienzo stated that self-certification is a requirement.  This goes along with the TIP ever year.  
State of Nebraska Planning and Project Development has already reviewed this.  This is the 
resolution that is signed every year.  He puts together a report that details all of the items that 
the state requests.  It is signed by the state and MPO and certifies that the transportation 
planning process complies with all applicable federal laws and regulations.  We work closely 
with the state to address any new regulations or adjustments.  There is a new federal highway 
act called the FAST ACT, along with MAP-21 which is previous federal legislation.  Brienzo 
reviewed the certification.  He noted the provision regarding the Clean Air Act and pointed out 
that we no longer need to monitor for carbon monoxide.   
 
Gaylor Baird questioned if we will completely stop monitoring of carbon monoxide.  Cary 
replied it is his understanding that we will no longer do continuous monitoring, but spot 
checking.  Brienzo agreed.   
 
Brienzo continued that we are addressing the key issues under federal legislation. State 
reviewed this in detail and signed off.  Our last major review was completed in 2013 and we 
were not found to be deficient.  We will have another federal certification review in 2017.  Each 
year we do a self-certification to identify any issues.   
 
ACTION: 
 
Gaylor Baird moved approval of the 2016 Self-Certification, seconded by Christensen and 
carried 5-0: Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler, Christensen and Neeman voting ‘yes’; 
Wiltgen absent.  
 
REVIEW AND ACTION ON THE PROPOSED FY 2017-2020 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM (TIP): 
 
Brienzo stated that the TIP is put together every year.  This allows us to coordinate projects 
with the state, city and county and make sure there are no conflicts.  It is a key document for 
federal funds.  Whenever there is federal funding, the first place they look is the TIP.  We have 
worked with all the agencies listed in the TIP.  This is a document that has been vetted by the 
Technical Committee. They review all documents before they come to Officials Committee.  
Pam Dingman, County Engineer is the current Chair of the Technical Committee.  The TIP is a 
four year program.  These are just the key projects. The reason is to let everyone know that 
these federal funds are being obligated.  We work with the state closely on this.  This is a fiscally 
constrained plan. 
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Gaylor Baird understands that the city Capital Improvement Program (CIP) is six years, with the 
first two years considered funded.  Four years are for planning purposes.  The TIP is a four year 
document.  She questioned if federal funds are obligated.  Brienzo replied there is a 
commitment for the funds.  Transportation projects seem to take a couple of years.  Once a 
project begins, there is a commitment.  Funding sources can change.  Federal funds have, as a 
rule, a twenty percent match.  Khalil Jaber added that this is really an intent to commit funds.   
 
Cary added that the Planning Commission reviews the CIP and the TIP.  When reviewing the CIP, 
they look toward the Comprehensive Plan for conformity.  They look at the TIP to make sure 
these projects make sense with the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  
 
Brienzo pointed out that this document has had public review.  Planning Commission held a 
public hearing on the TIP.  It was also reviewed by Technical Committee.  All comments and 
minutes are included in the document.  We received several comments.  Seven had a focus of 
West A Street.  All comments were addressed.  More comments were made by Lincoln 
Independent Business Association (LIBA).  They supported the beltway, but had an issue with 
certificates of participation.  They weren’t entirely opposed but thought when possible, projects 
should go through a vote process.   
 
Brienzo stated that this will be forwarded to the state to be included in the state TIP and go out 
for further review.  Once approved by the Federal Highway and Transit Administration, it will go 
into effect October 1, 2016. 
 
ACTION: 
 
Motion for approval of the FY 2017-2020 Transportation Improvement Program made by 
Christensen, seconded by Gaylor Baird and carried 4-0: Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler 
and Christensen voting ‘yes’; Neeman and Wiltgen absent.  
 
Gaylor Baird wondered about the funding aspect.  Randy Hoskins replied that our funds are tied 
in with other projects.  This is more of a financing tool that we use.  Gaylor Baird questioned if 
more money were to become available, could you look at advancing the West A Street project?  
Hoskins replied yes.   
 
Brienzo pointed out that seed money was put in 17-18 to begin engineering design.  Begin 
contracting.   
 
Cary added that the West A Street project, along with other projects identified in CIP and TIP, 
will be identified as committed as we update the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  The 
commitment is there to get the project fully funded.  
 
REVIEW AND ACTION ON THE MPO’S PROPOSED FY 2016-2017 UNIFIED PLANNING WORK 
PROGRAM: 
 
Brienzo stated that this document identifies planning priorities and activities that we will be 
undertaking over the next fiscal year.  This ties in with the state fiscal year which starts July 1, 
2016.  Funds are identified for planning activities.  These funds are used for Planning staff, 
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Public Works staff, as well as any consultants.  We are currently using a consultant for the 
update of the LRTP.  Other uses of those funds are also for Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) and coordination.  We have a lot of work we are doing in terms of supporting data 
collection.  We also use these funds for public outreach and website development.  The LRTP 
will take the most time.  We have also dedicated a lot of time to Multi-Modal, Bike Share 
program, other trails and transit programs.  We are working with the state on the Mobility 
Management Plan.  The new Federal Highway Act is pushing for freight planning.  Nebraska 
Dept. of Roads (NDOR) will be undertaking a statewide freight planning study.  We will 
participate in that as well.   
 
Mayor Beutler inquired if this will look at freight planning within the state.  Brienzo replied yes.  
It will look at all freight corridors and how freight is delivered within the state.  Mayor Beutler 
asked if this will look at freight crossing the nation.  Brienzo replied yes, across the nation and 
within the state.  It will look at how we coordinate with others states, as well as how freight is 
delivered within the state.  Another element we look at is how freight gets around the City of 
Lincoln and are those being accommodated within out network.  The scope of the study hasn’t 
been developed yet.  
 
Mayor Beutler wondered what happens when the plan is developed.  What is the federal rule 
after that?  Brienzo believes you are designing your system to accommodate freight movement.  
We realize we have a high level of freight coming down Highway 2 and going to the Interstate. 
We identified an issue and a way to correct it with the South Beltway.  This gives priority to our 
own planning activities as they are identified.  We can make a case for using more federal funds 
on certain corridors.   
 
Mayor Beutler questioned if this is directly correlated to state legislation related to the 
allocation of state controlled monies, especially in the category of economic development.  
Brienzo replied there is no relationship.  This is another federal mandate.  Cary believes it can 
have a relationship.  If there was an obvious disregard for the established freight plan and 
routes, federal government would certainly comment, but he doesn’t believe there is a 
requirement to follow this.  
 
Mayor Beutler inquired when this will be done. Brienzo believes this will take 18 months.  
Mayor Beutler questioned if this will have an effect on East Beltway funding.  Brienzo doesn’t 
know, it could.  The FAST ACT recognizes the needs for freight transportation providers and 
dedicate federal funds for critical transportation projects that would benefit freight 
movements.  It says that they will dedicate funds to freight corridors.  They will probably wait 
for freight plans to come in and then react to them.  84th Street is on the National  Highway 
System and we use it for freight movement.  We want to participate in this study to identify 
routes in the state plan.     
 
Cary stated that our local plan identifies freight routes, major and minor.  84th Street is major 
north-south route on the east side.  The East Beltway project is further out in the future.  
Corridor preservation is all that has been funded.  It is not part of the freight network.  This 
would be part of the discussion.   
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Gaylor Baird got some feedback from a constituent that trucks are coming off Highway 2 when 
it is closed and using Saltillo Rd.  Dingman would be willing to meet at a later date and discuss 
this issue.  She understands there are time constraints today.  
 
Gaylor Baird questioned to what extent does this coordinate with the effort made on the Smart 
Cities grant.  We didn’t receive the grant, but that believes that dealt with how roads might be 
affected long term and more autonomous vehicles coming on line.  Brienzo stated we have had 
discussion on this and it will be in the plan.  It is the way of the future.   
 
Brienzo stated that a Resolution will be included at the request of NDOR.  They need to identify 
the signatory of the MPO projects.  This Resolution identifies the adoption of the UPWP and 
identifies Mayor Chris Beutler as the individual authorized to transact business on behalf of the 
MPO.  This goes along with our management plan.   
 
ACTION: 
 
Christensen moved approval of the FY 2016-2017 Unified Planning Work Program and 
Resolution identifying Mayor Chris Beutler as the signatory of the MPO, seconded by Gaylor 
Baird and carried 4-0: Amundson, Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler and Christensen voting ‘yes’; 
Neeman and Wiltgen absent.  
 
Motion to adjourn made by Christensen, seconded by Gaylor Baird and carried 4-0: Amundson, 
Gaylor Baird, Mayor Beutler and Christensen voting ‘yes’; Neeman and Wiltgen absent.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m. 
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