
Please share any comments you have about the community character of Lincoln, what makes it special and 
what is worth preserving.
 We ARE supposed to be tree city USA, so is that Y all our trees are pruned like the letter Y to accomodate power 
lines. Get real Lincoln----the right of way between the sidewalk and the curb is ripe for burying these unsightly 
power lines. Make it a priority to do so in the older neighborhoods sooner than later. LES and the city of Lincoln 
should join forces in getting these eyesores out of our sight.
 I would love to plant a city tree by my curb but when I found out the amount I would have to pay to do it we 
decided to pass. We need more trees, especially in areas where there aren't very many.
 The city really botched things up planting those trees during the drought last summer. My girlfriend and I took 
water on my cargo bike to some on the nearby trail. Hopefully they make it.
 Preserve integrity by valuing local features. Trees in Lincoln are a fantastic asset, especially in summertime. Well 
worth preserving.
 I saw lots of new plantings along bike trails last summer and do hope they weren't destroyed with the drought. 
I'm happy to see efforts put into these aspects and hope it can continue. I hope time, money and efforts can 
continue to be put into older neighborhoods and business areas; I'm under the impression a lot of this hinges on 
how active a neighborhood association is. I hope the city can devote more time to that as well.
 You've probably figured this out but I love historical areas and trees. They're super important.
 Plant more trees, help neighborhoods do more with their maintenance.
 There are times properties are deemed historic one they are really just old. However, this isn't often. I do think 
more incentives to improve properties in older neighborhoods could be done (Clinton, Malone, Near South, etc. 
Additionally
 Maintenance of trees in Lincoln is an old topic that doesn't need discussion. Do like the $2 for trees program, 
though!
 I think the city is affraid of taking down trees along arterials and collector streets. These trees were planted 
years ago and there mature size was not considered at the time of planting. You see alot of trimming taking 
place by utilities that go through the trees, which I cannot imagine is good for the trees. I think it is more 
important to have the trees in residential areas and leave the arterials open.
 Although I think that the preservation of our trees are important, the major transportation corridors should be 
widened with the loss of the those trees. This has been a need for the city and it's citizens for far too long.
 "Y" shaped and pruned trees wherever there is an electric line and huge powerpoles along major streets should 
not be allowed
 Who thought it was a good idea last summer, in the middle of a draught, to plant hundreds of trees along the 
streets? And then, instead of bringing the residents on board for watering before the project even started, the 
City waited until lots of the trees were dying before they approached the residents asking for help with watering. 
That was just very poor planning and execution. Somebody should be fired for that screw up.
 The city recently removed a street of trees downtown. As in all things there must be balance. Unique Historical 
and architectural features are beautiful and an asset to the community yet situations may occur where the old 
land use is not an efficient use of the space or is so dilapidated that new uses must be made.
 American cities are boring compared to European cities because we tear down everything that is old. Some 
structures are in too bad of a shape to save, but people could be persuaded to re-purpose them if they were 
given better tax breaks. Lincoln is losing its reputation as a city from the "Arbor Day" state. On private land, 
everywhere you look in new developments, trees are scarce. Natural trees are routinely torn down at the start 
of construction, and few are replaced. On public land, the city is low on funds for arborists. We need to take care 
of the trees on city strips in neighborhoods. Often, these are not replaced when they die. In parks, to reduce 
mowing, designate some areas for sports fields, and plant low-maintenance shrubs and naturalized plants on the 
borders. The whole park doesn't have to look like a lawn.



 The tree on the parking of my home is tilted and ripping up the sidewalk so its unsafe. City came buy to trim it 
but did nothing about the tree's irreversible tilt (like cut it down) or the sidewalk. Helen Boosalis' tree zealously 
has left us with way too many trees in unnecessary places.
 O street, 17th to 27th...tear down and re-do.
 I think over all Lincoln does an okay job, but I'd like to see more invested in these historic neighborhoods and 
business areas. There's so much potential in all of them. It would be wonderful to have many destinations like 
this to go get dinner, get a unique gift, get coffee, etc.
 Wilderness park and Pioneers park contribute majorly to my quality of life in Lincoln and I've heard similar 
sentiments from other people who aren't from this area originally. Preservation of older neighborhoods (near 
south side) seems very strong. The older businesses in the downtown have so much potential, but it seems that 
many of them are vacant or not used well. The downtown is littered with chain restaurants that strip the city of 
a sense of charm.
 Sometimes we go too far in preserving old structures, for example, the Industrial Arts building. I mean, please. 
We can't save everything.
 Historical features are important, but sometimes they have to be let go or the public needs to show their 
support for rebuilding/repairing it. If the public doesn't step forward with private money, then maybe it isn't a 
priority. We have trees and many are nice, but in recent years we have had to cut maintenance budgets for 
them. We either have them or we don't. You can get by for a few years, but eventually they will need attention 
or will need to be removed either before or after a storm.
 More attention should be paid to enforcing maintenance codes for run down properties.
 There are so many outstanding houses, business buildings, etc... near downtown that look decrepit. It's so sad 
because these buildings could add so much character to our city. Lincoln is doing a better job of making 
downtown look good, but we could do so much more.
 It is high time to rip out some of the crappy, junk housing to make room for new housing in some of the older 
areas that actually are close to most of the jobs in this town.
 27th street needs widening from South St. to Hwy 2
 Philosophically, Lincoln should build on our strengths, not try to import what is less Midwestern, less Husker and 
less inherently Lincoln. Our community is characterized by our State Capitol, by the University, by our insurance 
headquarters; by our schools, and by our churches; and unfortunately by our shopping which is represented far 
too much by tired, boring corporates with zero local flavor and too little by local Mom & Pops. Attempts to fire 
the City Forester also gives the wrong perception of the City's attitude about parks and trees.
 Preservation of older neighborhoods and business areas has improved, especially along N. 27th Street from O 
Street along the residential and commercial areas to Cornhusker St. Like to see mature trees preserved. Too bad 
they all had to be removed where the North Forty golf course was located near 84th & Adams St.
 Lincoln's tree canopy is headed toward crisis. Within 20 years, the tree canopy will be ruined, perhaps beyond 
repair. This will make a city like Lincoln unlivable out here on the open prairie. (Omaha is by the Missouri River 
and trees grow more naturally there.) Sensible forestry techniques must be brought back. A drought plan to 
protect street trees needs to be developed and implemented. The City needs to invest in removal of old, 
diseased trees, and replanting. Older neighborhoods and business areas need TIF investments in infrastructure 
to attract reinvestment by individual home owners and developers. Why invest in an area with ceramic sewer 
pipes?! Initiatives to get power lines underground are needed. Apparent redlining of neighborhoods should be 
investigated. The City needs to value its historical and architectural assets by placing preservation into our codes 
and zoning.
 The combination of the drought and budget issues have been hard on trees and parks. We need to do better. 
Maybe focus on an adopt a park program the way Roads have groups adopt a highway. Residents/businesses 
could help with mowing and upkeep so the parks can be enjoyed.
 not enough people to work and parks and keep trees up and the grass growing and bathrooms run down in 



 The deletion of the arborist from the city budget is well known. Older neighborhoods are preservered more 
through their own efforts than by any city support as far as I can tell. However, the Haymarket and other 
"features" are well-maintained.
 There are times when the City pushes to preserve an older house or building that truely has very little historic 
value or beauty.
 Parks/street trees is way underfunded.
 Lincoln does better than many cities that I am familiar with regarding the number and character of its parks. I 
should add my heartfelt thanks the the Friends of Wilderness Park. The city also has done a wonderful job of 
creating and maintaining hiker/biker trails and in helping to preserve trees along roadways.
 Preservation of older neighborhoods: I think Lincoln is improving on this, with its revitalization of the Antelope 
Valley area. If only the neighborhood south of the Capitol could receive the same facelift. City tree and sidewalk 
maintenance should also be improved upon.
 Continue to focus on smart growth and maintaining what we already have. Do not make the Omaha blunder of 
sprawling out into strip malls and tacky McMansion developments. Lincoln already has enough sprawl on the 
south and east sides, so take care not to let this metastasize the way Omaha did on their west side.
 More needs to be done to protect the Haymarket and the South Bottoms Historic District from flooding. Should 
find a better location for the proposed ice rink other than in the flood plain.
 Again who is Lincoln and Lancaster Co?
 Would be nice to see enforcement of codes in place:, Too many are parking cars on front and side lawns in 
violation of codes, ruining lawns and creating an unattractive scene. Too many leave junk/trash all around their 
houses/garages that sits for years. Lots of litter around the city...we grew up with the litterbug teaching us!, RE:, 
parking--many are also putting gravel/concrete in front and side yards and making parking 'lots' in residential 
areas in violation of codes for extent allowable for parking. This is detrimental to other neighbors' and property 
values. Some talk about 'tree tenders' to have citizens take responsibility for watering street trees, etc. Not a bad 
idea, as long as the people are educated about the importance of proper care fro the trees. I have seen 
numerous times that people cut down city trees or pulled them out just after planting. Those are trees of the 
'people' and that seems to be a violation for selfish reasons.
 Money is frequently an issue in any kind of preservation. If the property is private, the city and county have 
fewer options. The budget for trees had been curtailed of late, so private owners will have to take more 
responsibility. The city and county could work with the NRD, tree farms, and other sellers of trees to facilitate 
group purchases that would be a win-win for both buyers and sellers.
 I still think newer neighborhoods get benefits at the expense of older ones.
 functionally useful and generally attractive buildings should be maintained but only at reasonable cost. 
Architecturally "important" and historically significant facilities should be maintained if possible, but only at 
reasonable cost to the community.
 functionally useful and generally attractive buildings should be maintained but only at reasonable cost. 
Architecturally "important" and historically significant facilities should be maintained if possible, but only at 
reasonable cost to the community.
 keep trees out of power lines



 Lincoln is still unique, in that, as my then-husband said in a call to me when we were planning to move here, 
"There are no slums." The neighborhood actions on horrid houses spoiling their areas are examples of good 
things - to me. The Antelope Creek development and the areas around it are wonderful, no matter what the 
complainers say. I do think the preservation guidelines could be more flexible some times. Friends in East 
Campus bought a lot on which they wanted to build their retirement home (having lived here for some 20-30 
years and wanting to stay in the neighborhood). They were unable to build a home with an attached garage 
because of the 'character of the neighborhood.' So who would want a home without the garage attached in this 
climate if they were planning to live there until they died?! (Eventually a couple, one of whom uses a wheelchair, 
bought and built there-with an attached garage.) I'm really unhappy that our neighborhood lost this couple, who 
 Why were new trees planted on A street, North side, between 56th & 70th. Won't they have to be removed for 
new utility poles? Did not appear they were even necessary.
 Widen the streets!
 I think that the city preservation efforts have run amuck. Saving the triplets, naming most of the country club 
neighborhood historical is over the top.
 Lincoln's parks are a blessing and a curse, there are a few too many and more importantly several are way too 
big so we don't have the funds to maintain them but SOME green space and trails definitely enhance quality of 
life. Why not more ball fields in very underutilized parks like Trendwood, Peter Pan etc. etc. etc. etc. etc. etc. It is 
beyond ridiculous to me that a city like Lincoln, which is replete with available land on the edges of town in 
several directions has never put together a large baseball and/or other complex like soccer to attract big 
tournaments and resources of those who would be here. We are landlocked but that is only self-imposed so not 
only do the people and their kids who live here "suffer" a bit from that (play too late of games etc.) but as 
important we completely blow a solid economic development opportunity for business again because we have 
got to "do it downtown." Does that really make any sense?
 Maintenance of trees along streets? I didn't know you really did that unless they were high traffoc areas. I 
thought the city got rid of their arborists.
 trees do need to go, in areas so that you can widen streets
 In cases where private citizens have determined that they want to preserve Historical an Architectural Features 
of buildings, I think the City has not stood in their way. If the City is involved in the preservation of older 
neighborhoods at the expense of other neighborhoods, then there are probably some issues that I might 
disagree with. The city should not prevent older neighborhoods from maintaining themselves.
 Too many conversions of historic single family homes in the older parts of time into cheap apartment buildings 
which creates parking issues in residential areas and properties that are not well maintained.
 Lincoln has lost a lot of trees in recent storms that have not been replaced. We need codes enforcement in 
neighborhoods and commercial areas. Vacant houses & businesses should not be allowed to be abandoned and 
deteriorate to the extent that they blight the rest of the neighborhood.
 I have to lay some share of resposibility for older businesses appearances on the slumlord owners who have no 
incentive to make improvements that raise property valuations and resulting taxes. Policy changes may be called 
for in older areas to encourage improvements. Trees are a sad subject, being a low priority for years despite the 
cooling and air quality benefits they provide. We need to support the urban forestry in this prarie climate.
 Too much emphasis is placed on preservation of historical and architectural features.
 I believe that the Forestry section of the Parks Department has not been a high enough priority. Funding in this 
area should grow to deal with the increased size of the City and the increased numbers of aging trees along the 
streets.
 you again got rid of the train station, how much more do you need, and the crsppy trees, you need to come and 
clean my gutters every year because of the many many little leaves thatfall from those crappy trees



 Aside from government buildings like the capital, it is not the city's business to maintain historic character of 
homes or neighborhoods. They can help if they want, but it's not their place to mandate it. As far as trees, ok I 
guess. I don't notice tons of dead ones. For the love of god stop putting in Ginkos, they're ugly. I don't care what 
magical air-cleaning properties you think they have.
 Lincoln is a small town with all of a small town's good qualities and lots of good qualities of a bigger city as well 
such as the Ross Theater.
 During droughts it seems a waste to try to get new trees started. Wait until the drought lifts.
 so what is the role of city government???
 Let's not over-preserve the City to the point that we are resisting positive change. If we are protecting a building 
from becoming a parking lot, then great; but if we are protecting a building or neighborhood from a good 
development that includes higher density or mixed use, then we need to weigh the positives and approve 
something that acheives positive change.
 History is important. It's what gives our community character. You have to make the decision everyday to 
maintain it. You can only decide to destroy it once.
 The city has done a VERY POOR job of maintaining the islands with shrubs, trees, and bushes that were planted 
just a vew years ago. Many of the islands in the streets have been reduced to just "mulch" instead of the 
beautiful ornimental trees, shrubs, and flowers that used to be there. It seems like they want to just take care of 
the islands along "O" street and downtown and let the others look like crap. 70th street south from Pioneers to 
highway 2 is a classic example of this. The islands used to be planted with many beautiful flowers and shrubs and 
the lack of care has caused them to die off and NOT be replaced. Now they plan grass islands for Old Cheney 
without any trees or shrubs in the in them.
 I guess it's well known by now not to mandate planting only 1 kind of tree along a street. And we'll have to pay 
special attention to how climate change is affecting which trees will flourish or die. Be aware of slip-ins in older 
historic residential neighborhoods.
 Having lived and taught in older neighborhoods, I feel that the large amount of far-flung suburban development 
has contributed to the deterioration of the older neighborhoods.
 maintenance of city trees along streets and parks appears to be more of a function of budget than city desire
 "Preservation" of older business areas should not be the focus as much as encouraging their modernization and 
rehabilitation. That requires that they be able to expand. Unfortunately, in most cases, that will involve removal 
of some existing residential uses, but if older neighborhoods are going to remain viable, desirable places to live, 
the commercial goods and services available in newer areas must be available. That means enabling 
expansion/construction of buildings to modern standards, and provision of parking as well.
 There are too many old, damaged and dying trees. Fewer trees would be better.
 It's frustrating when we hear of progress being impeded by some stupid historical something-or-other. If an 
item or building has historical significance so much so that it impedes development, then it would be valuable 
enough that private entities (not the government) would consider that for economic gain.
 Lincoln's historic neighbourhoods are being neglected it feels, I see more historic houses being torn down and 
not taken care of, the neighbourhoods looking shabby.
 I do not see much replanting, but I do see many trees coming down. Also, parks are unmown and not availabel 
to children in that state. The mear south neighborhood has too many dro in apartments.
 It must not take much to be designated a "Tree City, USA."
 Historical preservation is important, but so is commercial growth in response to population growth. Commercial 
growth / maintenance in existing urban areas seems depressed to almost non-existent other than Haymarket.
 Keep this place green!
 When I open McKee's books on Lincoln and see how many landmarks were destroyed in the last century it 
makes me sick. Downtown Lincoln has no character or strong architectural theme. Neighborhoods have to fight 
to keep their character.



 Again, wasted tax payers monies. Why are there even trees, etc. on the roads when they either burn up in the 
summer or die due to the cold. Save $$$$ and just concrete it. I don't believe in preserving something just 
because it is old. An actuary should review the numbers and only economically sound issues should be pursued.
 The downtown of Lincoln is the absolute heart of the city. Its not so much the case in Omaha where its hard to 
say where the most activity is. But in Lincoln its clear. And we should keep it that way.
 Neiborhoods are critical to the character of Lincoln, a sense of history gives people a sense of belonging, and 
from the time I moved here, it has reminded me of the small town where I grew up. I am afraid we are losing this 
quality. There is nothing wrong with growth, but it needs to be smart growth. Housing developments should 
reflect the type of qualities that our older neighborhoods present, encouraging people to walk rather than drive. 
Downtown should be a true business and retail center, with the public transportation system to support it. Malls 
and shopping centers should be designed to be elements of the community, rather than just places to shop. They 
should include park areas, both outdoor and indoor, where families can gather, whether they are there to shop 
or not. They should be in locations and designed to encourage pedestrian activity around them. Somebody had 
to draw up the plans for these shopping centers, it should be the people in the community that have to live with
 We need to continue to work on the above issues in Lincoln.
 Older areas have the most uniqueness and character - city doing better now at preserving these areas.
 I think keeping the older neighboor hoods and business areas vital is important so keeping the character of a 
smaller, friendly midwestern city. Sprawl and chain stores found on the edges of town detract from what makes 
Lincoln unique.
 Many trees were planted in 2012 but they were not watered and many died. I understand the need to conserve 
water but I think the expense of buying those trees and then having to replace them would be greater than the 
cost to water during a dry summer.
 The Jiffy Pop Arena is an eyesore, and a real architectural detriment to the preservation of our once- historic 
district. Lincoln's trees are an asset to the city and I appreciate all that is being done to maintain and replace 
them. Creating investment incentives in the center of town would be a bonus--lots of people would be happy to 
move back downtown if the area were improved.
 I think the Historic Preservation committee generally does an adequate job considering their constraints. I think 
the resources available in target neighborhoods have been useful in helping stabilize older neighborhoods. 
Designating business areas as blighted has helped with those areas as well. I think there could be better tree 
selections along streets. When I lost my elms several years ago, I really struggled with the choices I was given for 
a replacement tree from the city. They were all either too tall (I have power lines), or a questionable species. 
Given the choices I had for a replacement tree, I ended up not replanting one at all.
 Lincoln is relatively compact and I believe we should strive to maintain that pattern. It is relatively green, though 
we are falling behind on planting and care of street trees and area devoted to parks. The availability of parks, 
large and small, is going to be a community value that only increases in the future.
 Sturdy native Nebraska trees are vital to beautification, appeal, recreation, and coolness of the city. Trees assist 
in cleaning the air and reduce CO2 emissions. If there are open grass easements along roadways, railways, parks, 
or streets that do not have trees growing, there would be value in planting of trees in these areas. Lincoln could 
have an even greater appeal to have an obvious and noticeable amount of trees planted. The city has done much 
work in planting trees, but I noticed last summer that many dried up. The trees outside Leon's Grocery on 30th 
and South street is an example. Perhaps there could be a more secure plan in place to see those trees are 
watered in their tender growth years.
 Enforce building codes so properties don't become run-down.
 Get that goddamn arena out of there.
 Too many newly planted trees died due to lack of water.



 It is astounding how many solid, historic buildings have been taken out, such as the Cultural Center at the 
University. Again, the older neighborhoods are becoming ghettos in a short time. I'm proud of my gorgeous 
"inner-city" house with magnificent woodwork, high ceilings and beautiful architecture.
 Would love to see more trees and more maintenence, but recognize the toll (extra costs)that the drought and 
disease have taken recently. Pleased to see the "2 4 trees" program, so citizens who care about trees can 
contribute.
Streets - sidewalks - on/off ramps glass - trash - animal poop need attention
Good schools and shops but, poor work on parks
Would love to see more shade/trees downtown - use more older buildings and less new construction 
Historic areas - housing not kept up
When driving around tehre are a lot of poorly kept up areas, both business and residential.
Blessed with good parks and bike paths for transportation/exercise.
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