From: Murillo, Ernest [mailto:Ernest.Murillo@nebraska.gov]

Sent: Thursday, September 06, 2012 6:56 AM

To: Virgil R. Dearmont; Seward County Hwy Supt - Daehling; Saline County Hwy Supt - Filipi; Erika L. Nunes; Kristen A.
Humphrey; Gittinger, Dan; Thomas S. Shafer; Behrends, Rex

Cc: Mueting, Curt; Rankin, Robert; Hohn, Jeffrey; Cleaver, Aaron; Hitzeman, Bill

Subject: FW: Construction Memorandum - Mulch Alternatives

For your information should the discussion arise. Please make sure your CEs are made aware of this.
Thank you,

Ernest L. Murillo

NDOR District 1

302 Superior Street

Lincoln, NE 68521-2481
Office 402.471-0850 ext.1123
Mobile 402.440.3472

From: Hitzeman, Bill

Sent: Wednesday, September 05, 2012 8:48 AM

To: DOR Const-DE-DCE-PM; Curt Smith (CSmith@agcne.orq)

Cc: DOR Const-Constr; Atkin, Doug; Poe, Ronald; Soper, Nicholas; Jurgens, Jason
Subject: Construction Memorandum - Mulch Alternatives

Due to the current drought, mulching materials for seeding have been difficult to impossible for the contractors to
obtain. Hay producers prefer selling to livestock producers instead of for highway construction purposes. The
AGC/NDOR Seeding Committee discussed mulch alternatives at the August 16™ Meeting. The NDOR reviewed and
approved the alternatives listed in the attachment. These alternatives were also reviewed and approved by the FHWA.

Effective immediately, these alternatives are available for use in lieu of the normal mulch materials for the 2012 and
2013 construction seasons.

Bl Hitzemary
NDOR - Construction Division
Phone: (402) 479-4456

e-mail: Bill.Hitzeman@Nebraska.gov
Meetings are nature's way of preventing progress from progressing too fast.




NDOE - Memorandum

Nebraska
Department of Roads
DATE September 4, 2012
TO District Engineers, Disffict Construction Engineers, AGC
FROM Ronald Poe:
THRU Claude Oie
SUBJECT Hay Shortage for Seeding Mulch Alternatives

This summer’s drought has produced tough growing conditions for nearly all agricultural crops, and is
creating challenging conditions for the industries that utilize these commodities. This includes the
prairie hay and straw that NDOR utilizes to stabilize new seedings on highway construction projects.
Scarcity is becoming such an issue that the NDOR has decided to allow alternatives to ensure that our
roadside plantings continue to be protected and to help reduce competition for the remaining prairie hay

product.

The following alternatives are offered, for the remainder of the 2012 and all of the 2013 construction
seasons. For the 2014 construction season, the drought conditions will be reevaluated and the
mulching specifications will be handled accordingly.

The following alternatives are offered as a “No Cost Change Order” for Type A and B seeding:
1. The use of “noxious weed free certified” cattails and rushes will be allowed as a substitute for
prairie hay at an application rate of 2 tons/acre.
2. The use of straw without the “noxious weed free certification” at an application rate of 2.25
tons/acre.

The following alternative is offered as a “No Cost Change Order” for Type B seeding only:
3. The use of wood fiber hydromuich, with a manufacturer included tackifier, at an application rate
of 1.5 tons/acre. Hydromulch is to be paid at one lump sum equal to the total mulch price, as
shown in the contract.

The following alternative is offered as a “Negotiable Change Order” for Type B seeding only:

4. As an alternative to mulching the Type B seeding, covercrop can be applied at %% the rate from
Section 812. Covercrop shall be planted as a separate operation from the Type B seeding, but
no more than 24 hours previous. Section 812.02.3 is void. Fertilizer shall be applied as specified
in Section 803 and 804. This must also include as a minimum (2) two- 0.25 inch/acre water
applications to the “Type B Seeding” area, if the area has not received rain greater than or equal
to 0.5 inches within the last 7 days. If at the end of a (60) day observation period, the covercrop
seeding has not produced at least (4”) four inches of growth then the covercrop must be
replanted, without additional fertilizer, at the same rate as specified above with no additional

payment.
Pay ltem Pay Unit
Cover Crop Seeding Acre( A)
Water for Seeding MGal

The following alternative is offered as a “No Cost Change Order” for Slope Protection seeding only:
5. The use of “noxious weed free certified” cattails and rushes will be allowed as a substitute for
prairie hay at an application rate of 1.5 pounds/square yard.
6. The application rate for slope protection mulch can to be reduced to 1.5 pounds/square yard.



