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City Urban Development Department  

555 S 10th Street, Suite 205,  
Lincoln, NE 68508 402-441-7606 

www.lincoln.ne.gov, keyword: urban  

Articles may be used as long as The 
Urban Page is cited as the source 
and the article is reproduced in its 
entirety with no changes. Please 
contact the editor for information 
about reprinting artwork or photos. If 
you aren’t currently on the mailing list 
and would like to be, please contact 
us at urbandev@lincoln.ne.gov. 

Occasionally we like to highlight organizations that help Urban Development staff serve you 
better. The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights is one of those organizations.  

The Lincoln Commission on Human Rights works to eliminate and prevent all forms of illegal discrimina-
tion and to assure and foster equal opportunity for all citizens of the City. If you think you have experi-
enced discrimination, contact LCHR staff. They will listen to your concerns and help you understand 
your legal rights and responsibilities. You will be asked some basic questions: Did your experience 
happen within the City of Lincoln? How long ago did it happen? Why do you think you were dis-
criminated against? If your complaint is employment related, how many employees does the busi-
ness have? You will NOT be asked for money – LCHR services are free.  

So, what is discrimination? Essentially, it means being treated differently based on your sex, age (for 
employment only), race, color, religion, national origin or ancestry, disability, retaliation, marital status, 
and familial status (for housing only) in your pursuit of employment, housing or public accommodation.  
If you aren’t sure whether the treatment you experienced is discrimination, you can still contact LCHR 
staff to discuss your situation. Educating individuals and the broader public about what constitutes dis-
crimination is one of their missions.  

While LCHR staff can only investigate complaints made within a year of the date that an alleged discrimi-
nation occurred within the city limits, don’t let those limitations stop you from discussing your experi-
ence with LCHR staff. They may be able to refer you to a more appropriate agency or advise you of other 
possible legal remedies outside of LCHR’s scope.   

When LCHR staff investigates a discrimination charge, they must be independent fact finders – they can-
not favor either party. When they finish an investigation, which takes an average of six months, they 
provide the facts to the Commission on Human Rights. The nine-member Commission carefully reviews 
the case and determines whether discrimination has occurred based on Title 11 of the City’s Municipal 
Code. It is important to note that just because treatment is unfair or unfavorable, it may not be based on 
illegal discrimination. To prove illegal discrimination, the unequal treatment has to have occurred be-
cause of a person’s protected status under Title 11 (sex, age, race, color, religion, national origin or an-
cestry, disability, retaliation, marital status, or familial status).  

In addition to making determinations concerning discrimination cases, the Commission acts as an advi-
sory body to the Mayor, City Council and the City Equal Opportunity Officer. The Commission also:  

 Works to educate the public about what constitutes unlawful discrimination and the enforcement 
measures available to prevent and punish such practices, and 

Participants at an annual Civil Rights  
Conference learn about what constitutes unlawful 
discrimination and available enforcement measures 
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 Uses conference, conciliation, and persuasion to 
ensure individual civil rights are respected while 
communications and goodwill are fostered. 

Commission meetings are open to the public and 
are generally held on the last Thursday of every 
month at 4:00 pm in the City Council Chambers on 
the 1st floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th 
Street.  

LCHR staff includes Mindy Rush Chipman, the Equi-
ty and Diversity Officer / Director, two Senior Civil 
Rights Investigators, a Community Outreach Coor-
dinator, and an Office Assistant. Their offices are 
on 3rd floor of the County-City Building and they 
can be reached at lchr@lincoln.ne.gov or 402-441-
7624. The LCHR website is full of useful infor-
mation about discrimination pertaining to pursuit 
of employment, housing or public accommodation 
-- much of it available in English, Spanish, Vietnam-
ese, and Arabic. LCHR printed brochures are also 
available in Karen, Russian, and French.  There is 
even a step-by-step description of how to file a 
complaint.  

Whether you  need to file a complaint, want to 
better understand what illegal discrimination is, 
want more information about the 2020 Civil 
Rights Conference (see page 7), or are consider-
ing applying to serve as a Commissioner, LCHR’s 
website is a great place to start: www. lin-
coln.ne.gov, keyword: human rights.  

Redevelopment Project Updates 

Lied Place Tower:  The construction crane is 
now high above Q Street and work is underway 
on the narrow building footprint. Be careful driv-
ing around the construction site! Q Street is  
down to two lanes and construction vehicles are 
frequently moving in and out of the site. 

Raymond Brothers Building:  Final streetscape 
improvements are underway, paving stones are 
being laid in the historic alley between O and P 
Streets, and E-W power lines are now underground. 

LCHR, UDD and Fair Housing 
Promoting and protecting fair housing is im-
portant to the Urban Development Department 
(UDD) as well as the Lincoln Commission on 
Human Rights (LCHR). With input from LCHR 
staff and others, UDD prepares Lincoln’s Analy-
sis of Impediments to Fair Housing, a report re-
quired by the US Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD). The analysis identi-
fied seven major impediments to fair housing in 
Lincoln:  

 Lack of affordable housing. 

 Lack of economical ways to preserve ade-
quate housing stock. 

 Lack of knowledge concerning fair housing. 

 Lack of access to information about affordable 
homeownership and rental opportunities 
throughout the city. 

 Lack of access to education and information 
about policies affecting public transportation. 

 Poor public perception of affordable housing 
and neighborhoods with affordable housing. 

 Poor access to community and neighborhood 
assets. 

To see how these impediments are being  
addressed, go to  

www.lincoln.ne.gov,  
keyword: fair housing. 

Lied Place Tower, looking 
WSW from the UN-L Van 
Brunt Visitors Center —  

the Torn Notebook  
sculpture is in the  

foreground and  
Lied Center for  

Performing Arts  
is to the right 

Alley on the south  
side of the Raymond 
Brothers Building,  
looking E from 8th  
Street  

mailto:lchr@lincoln.ne.gov
mailto:lchr@lincoln.ne.gov
http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/
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Telegraph District Phase 2:   
The five-story Telegraph Lofts 
East, on the southeast corner 
of 20th and N — the former 
Fisher Foods complex — is tak-
ing shape. As seen above, the 
elevator and stair shafts and 
the frame of the first three 
stories are visible from the N 
Street Cycle Track and Ante-
lope Creek.  The fourteen first-
floor live/work units and 69 
residential units on the upper 
floors are anticipated to be 
complete in October 2020.  

Construction of Telegraph Flats, on east side of 20th Street between M and N Street, is also pro-
gressing well.   The five-story mixed-use building with 60 residential units and ground floor retail 
is expected to be complete in May 2020.   

Olsson 2:  The 
façade of the Ols-
son Headquarters 
Building expansion 
is receiving finish-
ing touches in 
preparation for 
winter. Adjacent 
streetscape im-
provements are 
also underway.  

The new building, 
to be completed 
in 2020,  will have 
about  5,800 
square feet  of 
first-floor active 
use space and 
about 67,000 
square feet of 
office space.  

Olsson 2, to the left of the pedestrian sign below, will double 
the presence of Olsson Headquarters in West  

Haymarket on Canopy Street,  
between O and P Street 

A view of Telegraph Lofts East, looking SW from N 
Street and Antelope Creek  

The Antelope Creek N Street Bridge is in the  
foreground and the green building in  
the background is Telegraph Flats 

Telegraph Flats, looking NE from 
20th and M Street 
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Victory Park/VA Campus:  
Construction of the Communi-
ty Based Outpatient Clinic for 
veterans is underway.  The 
Clinic is in Victory Park, the 
former VA campus on the east 
side of 70th, roughly between 
O Street and South Wedge-
wood Drive.  Once construc-
tion of the clinic structure is 
complete at the end of 2020, 
the Veterans Administration 
will begin interior finish work. 
The clinic is expected to open 
for patients in spring of 2021.   

 

Skate Zone:  Site prepara-
tions and construction of 
the retail building portion of 
the Skate Zone Redevelop-
ment Project are underway 
at 48th & R Street.  Soon 
construction of the four-
story hotel will begin. Inter-
section improvements on 
48th Street will improve 
access to the site. 

 

Containers on Vine:  The first of four duplexes on the SW corner of 28th and Vine Street will 

be ready for tenants in early to mid-February. Each unit will incorporate a shipping container as 

part of the living quarters — a design first for Lincoln. The Project will also include sixteen park-

ing stalls -- eight surface stalls, four driveway stalls, and four garage stalls.  

Structure of the new Community 
Based Outpatient Clinic for  
veterans is rising at  
420 Victory Park Drive 
 — as seen from  
70th Street 

Skate Zone commercial building as seen 
from the SSW on N. 48th Street 

The first duplex in the  
Containers on Vine project,  
as seen from the E. 
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Parks & Streetscapes 
Downtown Entryway Revival:  The proposed Downtown Entryways Redevelopment Project will 
improve key entryways and streetscapes into and through Downtown Lincoln.  The Project area will 
include both publically- and privately-owned property as well as adjacent alley and rights of way as 
shown in the illustration.  The reasons to undertake the Project are many:  

 Street, sidewalk, and alley improvements are needed throughout the Project Area. Landscape beds, 
irrigation systems, and streetscape amenities need substantial repairs/improvements that cannot be 
addressed as part of Business Improvement District maintenance.  

 Over half of the O Street tree canopy were/are ash trees which have been/will be removed over the 
next two years.   

 Intersections at 9th and 10th Streets are Downtown Master Plan priorities for pedestrian crossing 
improvements. Plus, the Downtown Master Plan identifies eleven intersections on 9th and 10th, 
from I-180 to K Street, as priorities for curb extensions, ADA ramps, visibility improvements and oth-
er crossing improvements. 

Public outreach for the Project began with the Downtown Master Plan. City staff are continuing to 
meet with property owners, stakeholders, and neighborhoods. The next meeting will be January 21st, 
2020 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. at NeighborWorks-Lincoln, 2530 Q Street.  

The Downtown Entryways Redevelopment Project would amend three existing Redevelopment Plans 
— Lincoln Center, Antelope Valley, and North 27th Street Corridor.  Pending review and approval by 
Planning Commission and City Council — expected to occur in February and March — the amendment  
will allow the City to set up an Area TIF District, similar to the one just created on West O Street. The 
area is expected to generate a minimum of $5 million in TIF over its fifteen-year period, which will be 
used, along with other public and private investments, to complete pubic improvements. 

The public will have opportunities to weigh in throughout the design process, which is expected to start 
by fall of 2020. Changes to the area could begin as early as 2021. Stay tuned! 

South Haymarket Park and Haymarket South Streetscape:  Two South Haymarket projects have 
been under design over the past year:  a neighborhood park and a streetscape master plan.   

The Park: To prepare the South Haymarket Park Master Plan, the City Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment and Lincoln Parks Foundation worked with ochsner hare + hare, the Olsson studio. The neighbor-
hood park master plan is for the area south of N Street and west of 7th Street.  Over the summer, a 
community survey was conducted to gauge interest in the park and give anyone interested an oppor-
tunity to provide feedback for proposed amenities. The final version of the proposed master plan re-
sponds to the survey results.  The proposed South Haymarket Park Master Plan is available for view-
ing on the Parks & Recreation website.  

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/parks/projects/southhaymarket.htm
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The Streetscape:  To prepare the Haymarket 
South Streetscape Master Plan, City staff 
worked with The Clark Enersen Partners’ 
design team. The plan covers the area from 
N to J Street, and 9th Street west to the 
planned park . It addresses needs identified 
as part of the 8N Student Housing Subpro-
ject:  parking, pedestrian/bicycle uses, vehic-
ular circulation/connectivity, contextual 
place making, collaboration with other pub-
lic/private improvements, and the resiliency 
of the district.  

To involve the public, the City and design 
team held open houses in August and No-
vember, and had a table at Streets Alive! in 
September. Construction on the first phase 
of street, streetscape, and parking improve-
ments is expected to start as early as Spring 
of 2021.  More Haymarket South Streetscape 
information can be found online.  

file:///C:/Users/udpogd.CICOD1/Documents/Corel PaintShop Pro
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Timely Tidbits  
2020 Civil Rights Conference:  The 2020 Civil Rights Con-

ference will be Wednesday, April 15th at 2021 Transformation 
Drive on Nebraska Innovation Campus.  This year’s keynote 
speaker is Wesley Hamilton.  To quote the Lincoln Commission 
on Human Rights website, “The definition of inspiration, Wesley 
shares his incredible story of how he’s living his best life after 
becoming paralyzed.” Wes is an  award-winning athlete, entre-
preneur, influencer, and awesome father.  His story will both 
inspire  and change your perspective on life and how everyone 
can find their passion.    

As the date approaches, check the LCHR website for details 
about classes, panel discussions and other speakers or call the  
Lincoln Commission on Human Rights staff at 402-441-7624.  

2018 CAPER: The 2018 Consolidated Annual Performance & 

Evaluation Report has been completed on time and sent to the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development for approval. The CAPER documents how Lincoln used federal Commu-
nity Development Block Grant (CDBG), HOME, and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds from 
September 1, 2018 through August 31, 2019.  The CAPER is available online.  Although the CAPER 
is not an easy read, its complete and timely submittal is a necessary step allowing the City to con-
tinue receiving this federal funding.  

Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan:  Efforts to develop Lincoln’s Affordable 

Housing Coordinated Action Plan continue.  RDG Planning & Design, the City’s consultant, and 
City staff have held 26 Listening Sessions, one-on-one interviews, and a public meeting to gather 
public input.  In addition, a survey has been available on the project website.  With the  help 
from the Chamber of Commerce, the survey was sent to major employers and the Young Profes-
sionals group for distribution.  Social service providers were also invited to distribute the survey 
via the Cause Collective newsletter.   

A housing market study is underway, along with additional data analysis.  After issues and gaps 
have been identified by public input and data, strategies to address them will be developed.  
Public meetings are anticipated in January to get input on those strategies.  The final Affordable 
Housing Coordinated Action Plan will likely be completed in February 2020.  

NeighborWorks-Lincoln — Searching for New CEO:   NeighborWorks-Lincoln (NW-L) is 

conducting a nationwide search for a new Chief Executive Officer. The NW-L Board of Directors accept-
ed Michael Renken’s resignation effective October 29, 2019 and expressed appreciation for his years 
of service.  During the search process, Terry Uland is serving as interim CEO.  Uland previously led NW-L 
for more than 15 years and more recently served as President of the Downtown Lincoln Association.  
Meanwhile, NW-L will continue their work of creating opportunities for affordable housing and first-
time homeownership, providing down payment assistance, and doing the work of community building. 

Extreme Blight  
In their 2019 session, the Nebraska legislature approved a new tool 
to help with affordable housing — designating areas as Extremely 
Blighted.  Having areas designated as Extremely Blighted can bene-
fit Lincoln in two ways: 

 Priority will be given to applicants seeking Nebraska Housing 
Trust Fund dollars for projects located in Extremely Blighted 
areas; and  

 Purchasing a home for owner-occupancy in an Extremely Blight-
ed area will qualify the purchaser for a $5,000 Nebraska State 
income tax credit.  To qualify, it must be the purchaser’s primary 
residence and not be purchased from a family member.  Repay-
ment of the credit is required if the property is sold within five 
years.  

To qualify as Extremely 
Blighted, an area must 
meet three criteria:   

1. Already be declared 
blighted and substand-
ard;  

2. Have an average unem-
ployment rate of at least 
200% of the average 
state unemployment 
rate; and,  

3. Have an average pov-
erty rate greater than 
20%. 

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/attorn/human/conference.htm
https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/urban/index.htm
https://rdgusa.com/sites/lincolnhousing/
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The City is taking the steps needed to receive the Extreme Blight designation for eligible areas.  The 
State of Nebraska requires a study that analyzes areas of the city based on the three criteria in the law 
(see box on previous page) to determine which areas are eligible. Urban Development Department 
staff have completed the study which is available online.  The areas that met the requirements are 
shown on the map below.  The study was considered by the Planning Commission on December 4th 
and unanimously approved.  Public hearing by City Council is scheduled for January 6th.  If Coun-
cil concurs with the study’s findings, they will declare the areas Extremely Blighted.   

https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/urban/pdf/Extreme-Blight-Study-2019.pdf

