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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  

January 11, 2016       

 

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, January 11, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference 
Room, City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  

Seventeen citizens and six staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA  Carl Tesch – Autumn Wood NA  
 Russ Irwin – Clinton NO  Nicholette Smith – Clinton NO 
 Rifka Keilson – Country Club NA   Karen Dienstbier – Eastridge NA   
 Pat Anderson-Sifuentez – Everett NA & NW-L Paula Rhian – Everett NA 
 Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA  Scott Richert – Indian Village NA   
 Dennis Hecht – Meadowlane Area RA  Nate Blum – Prescott Area NA 
 Mike DeKalb – University Place CO   Bill Vocasek – West A NA 
 Fred Freytag – Witherbee NA  Rick Bagby – Witherbee NA 
 Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office  Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept
 Adam Rhoads – Health/KLLCB  Russell Miller – Lincoln Neigh Alliance 
 Ernie Castillo – Urban Development  Lonnie Burklund – Public Works & Utilities 
 Mayor Beutler   

Welcome & Introductions 

Everyone introduced themselves.  Adam Rhoads volunteered to take notes.  

Mayor’s Comments      

Mayor Beutler could not attend. Jon Carlson noted that the Mayor named Randy Jones as Aging 
Partners Director and David Cary as Planning Director. In response to a question, he also said the 
City budgeting process has begun, but just barely.  

N Street Protected Bikeway 

Ernie Castillo, from Urban Development Department, and Lonnie Burklund, from Public Works & 
Utilities Department 

The concept of a downtown protected bikeway originated with the 2005 Downtown Master Plan. In 
addition to improving bicycling safety through downtown, the new bikeway connects two major bike 
paths – the Billy Wolff Trail and the Jamaica North Trail. This is Nebraska’s first protected bike lane.  

Design of the N Street Protected Bikeway was led by Alta Planning & Design out of Portland, OR 
which subcontracted locally with Olson & Associates. The design process was inclusive and involved 
many stakeholders, especially the Downtown Lincoln Association & Great Plains Trails Network. 
Meco-Henne Construction from Omaha began construction of the bikeway in April 2015 and finished 
in December 2015. The remaining landscaping will be completed this spring.  

The N Street Protected Bikeway has been named by People for Bikes as #4 in a national list of top 10 
bike lanes of 2015. 

See Attachment 1. 

Questions and discussion included: 

 Has the problem of car traffic using the bike lane been addressed?  - Yes, although some 
kinks are still being worked out. 
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 Based on bike counters, how many people are using the lane? No specific numbers are 
available yet, but the data will be available soon and will be shared with the public. 

 What bicycle traffic are we seeing now, and what are the benefits? In Lincoln, bike activity is 
on the rise, but so are bicycle accidents. A bikeway that provides protection from traffic and 
increases safety will encourage casual and new cyclists to bike in the Downtown area. 
Potentially, increased cycling traffic will decrease vehicular traffic and, as a result, decrease 
road maintenance costs. Lincoln’s bike share program, which will start next summer, may also 
increase bicycle traffic.  Also see page 2 of Attachment 1 for more benefits.  

 Are any promotions of / education about the N Street Protected Bikeway planned for Lincoln 
visitors (particularly football games)?  - Not really. 

 Can bicyclists still drive in regular traffic lanes? - Yes 

 Are police involved in helping people to learn?  - Yes. 

 Will people using the parking spaces next to the protected bikeway forget to use the parking 
meters because the meters are across the bike lane? - Police and City Parking Enforcement 
are helping with education on this as well. 

Announcements 

 Neighborhood Cleanup Workshop on Saturday, February 27th at 3140 N Street, in the 
Health Department’s lower level meeting room (use east entrance).  Please RSVP by Friday, 

February 19th. See Attachment 2.  

 National Identity and the Politics of Nationalism, a six-week lecture series (February 14 – 
March 20), is being held on Sunday evenings at 7:00 pm, at the Unitarian Church of Lincoln 

(6300 A Street). See Attachment 3 and/or visit admin@unitarianlincoln.org.  

 University Place Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 31st, at 2pm, at Huntington 

Elementary, 2900 N 48th Street. There will be presentations of interest to all, including an 

update on the University Place shopping center, NE Wesleyan growth plans, and the history of 

Lincoln’s early suburbs which were originally towns 

 Star Tran bus route proposed changes are being discussed at public meetings in each City 

quadrant. See https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/startran/ for dates, times and locations.  

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be February 8, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.  The 
topic is to be determined.   

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Adam Rhoads 

mailto:admin@unitarianlincoln.org
https://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/startran/


“Last Mile Connection”

Attachment 1



Cycle Track Benefits



From People for Bikes at:  http://www.peopleforbikes.org/blog/entry/americas-10-best-new-bike-lanes-of-2015 

In its 2010 ranking of the country's best biking cities, Bicycling Magazine opened with a question: Remember when a striped bike lane 
was a big deal? 

Five years later, it's time for an update. Remember when plastic posts were a big deal? 

We still love separating bike lanes with posts, and preference surveys show that most Americans do too. But this month, as we set about 
making our third annual list of the country's best new bike lanes, we were overjoyed to realize that (with about 80 projects to choose from) 
almost every new lane on our list separated bike and auto traffic with some sort of permanent physical curb. 

"The things that we thought were really out there a few years ago are now accepted as part of our design palette," said Jennifer Toole, 
president of the bikeway-focused Toole Design Group, in an interview Wednesday. 

The rise of curb-protected bike lanes has been dreamed of for decades in the United States, and in the leading cities, it's finally arrived. 
But the lessons we can all learn from the best new bike lanes of 2015 don't end there. Let's look at each in turn. 

[And in their list, here’s Lincoln at #4… ] 
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