
MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY 
May 12, 2014 

 

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, May 12, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room, 
City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  
Twenty-two citizens and five staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA   Jeff Schwebke – Arnold Heights NA 
 Tish Kohler – Ashley Heights HA  Russ Irwin – Clinton NA   
 Rifka Keilson – Country Club NA  Paul Johnson – East Campus CO 
 Paula Rhian – Everett NA  Kurt Elder – Haymarket NA   
 Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA  Scott Richert – Indian Village NA  
 Larry Evermann – Indian Village NA  Amy Karabel -- Irvingdale NA 
 Dennis Hecht – Meadowlane Area RA  William Carver – Near South NA  
 Kent Prier – Taylor Park NA  Luci Prier – Taylor Park NA   
 Mike DeKalb – University Place CO   Bill Vocasek – West A NA   
 Rick Bagby – Witherbee NA  Lin Quenzer – Mayor’s Office 
 Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office   Adam Rhoads – Health Department 
 Heather Foster – Stronger Safer Neighborhoods  Sheree Goertzen – Neighbor®Works-Lincoln 
 Shirley Schoening Scheuler – Lincoln Public Schools  Mike Renken -- Neighbor®Works-Lincoln 
 Mayor Beutler 
  
Welcome & Introductions, Volunteer to Take Notes 
Meeting was called to order at 5:35 by Chairwoman Corr.  Everyone introduced themselves. Paula Rhian 
agreed to take notes. 

Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Beutler reported that his staff has been spending time working on the next City budget and hoping 
to come up with one that does not require any tax increases.  If they have the budget far enough along 
next month he would like to discuss any big changes or problem areas they discover. 

Party in the Parks and Art in the Parks were discussed.   See Attachment 1. 

Parks & Recreation Department Updates    See Attachment 2  
Jerry Shorney, Maintenance Director for Parks & Recreation, reported that his staff is currently working 
very hard to get all the public parks and facilities up and running for the season. This includes mowing, 
reactivating the fountains, getting the pools ready and “waking up” the sunken gardens.  They had 68 
volunteers last weekend and got 25% of the planting completed.  

He explained the mowing schedule will be weekly for ball fields, every 14 days for parks and 1-3 times 
per season for long grass areas.  It was recommended by Bill V. that a sign be placed near the long 
grass area at Van Dorn Park and other highly visible parks so out of town visitors understand the area is 
not mowed on purpose.   

Jerry stated that the new playground equipment has been ordered for Idylwild Park and is expected to be 
installed in July.  Lynn Johnson, Director of Parks and Rec, said that after the playground installation is 
complete, they will be holding open houses on restoring the island plantings on Idylwild Street. 

Lynn gave an in-depth report on trees. Currently, the City has lost 12 evergreen trees due to the drought 
over the last several years.  We also lost 17 street trees this week due to the storms.  Jerry stated that 
Pioneers Park has lost over 200 trees in the last couple of years.  It was asked what the plan is for 
replacing trees in Stransky Park. The department only has an annual budget of $10,000 for tree 
replacement and that has to cover street and park trees. 



An upcoming challenge is the Emerald Ash Borer.  Twenty percent of all trees in Lincoln are ash trees.  
This includes approximately 5% of all park trees (1,500 trees out of 30,000) and 12,000 of our street 
trees.  The Borers have been confirmed in Iowa, South Dakota and Colorado.  There is no way to predict 
exactly when the Borers will arrive in Lincoln, but Parks staff is monitoring the situation closely.  It is 
expected to take $20 million over approximately 5 years to replace all the trees killed by the insects.  
Several possible treatments were discussed but all have drawbacks with no guarantee they would save 
the trees. 

Lynn gave a presentation on the 10-year park facilities plan. This covers the 128 parks, 131 miles of 
trails, 10 pools/spray grounds, 90,000 street trees, 6 recreation centers, 4 community learning centers, 5 
golf courses, the nature center and other facilities. Trends in recreation are Bark Parks, Youth Sports, 
and Cycling – Running – Adventure Racing facilities.   

The $12.4 million projected annual operating budget is generated from tax revenue, user fees and grants.  
The projected annual golf budget is $3 million which is self-supporting from user fees.  The capital 
improvement budget is projected to be $7 million annually for the next ten years to achieve all of the 
goals in the plan. These funds are generated from keno, cell tower rental fees, impact fees, tax revenue, 
donations, grants and the possibility of a local option sales tax.  Projects totaling $70 million over the next 
ten years include: 

Repair/Replacements  $22.3 Million 

New Parks/Trails  $3.2 Million 

New Facilities  $44.5 Million 

A question was asked about what is being planned for our greying population. Lynn replied that trails for 
cycling/walking are one thing they are focusing on with research being done to see if activity areas along 
the trails should be added.  Social events in the parks are also being researched. 

Lynn Quenzer inquired about motorized scooters or electric assisted bicycles on the City parks trails.  
There are signs posted that no electric vehicles are allowed. Lynn Johnson replied that if an electric item 
is needed for accessibility, they are allowed. Parks & Recreation has been checking into the electrically-
assisted bicycle issue, but they do not have an answer for that yet. 

Announcements 
 The Airpark Neighborhood reported that they will be hosting Celebrate Airpark Day June 14th.    See 

Attachment 3. 
 East Campus neighborhood announced that their annual garden tour will be June 7th.  Additional 

information is located at www.eastcampus.org/gardentour.html.  
 Forms to nominate individuals for the City of Lincoln and Lancaster County Environmental Leadership 

awards were distributed.  Nominations are due by June 5th.    See Attachment 4. 

Adjourn 
The meeting adjourned at about 6:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Paula Rhain.  
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PARTY ON THE PLAZA AT UNION PLAZA

Dates Times
Location

STRANSKY PARK CONCERT
Community Partner
Date Time
Location

STRANSKY PARK SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Community Partner
Dates Time
Location

FLATWATER SHAKESPEARE PERFORMANCES IN THE PARKS
Community Partner
Showtime: 

Date Location:

This summer we are broadening Party in the Parks to include family arts events in several parks throughout the summer. 
Party in the Parks events are offered through cooperative efforts of many community partners. 

The monthly family arts events will continue in Union Plaza under the name of “Party on the Plaza”.  

LINCOLN MUNICIPAL BAND SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
Community Partner
Days Time
Dates
Location

ART IN THE GARDENS 
Community Partner
Date Time
Location
Rain Date

THEATER IN THE PARKS
Community Partner
Date/Time
Location

PARTY ON THE PLAZA AT THE CIVIC PLAZA

Date/Time
Location
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Mayor’s Neighborhood 

Roundtable 

May 12, 2014 

Attachment 2



Overview 

Facilities and Programs 

 127 parks 

 131 miles of trails 

 public gardens and public art 

 10 outdoor pools, spraygrounds 

 86,000 street trees 

 6 recreation / community centers 

 4 community learning centers 

 therapeutic recreation and Special Olympics programs 

 Ager Play Center 

 adult and youth team sports programs 

 Pioneers Park Nature Center 

 5 municipal golf courses 
 

 



Recreation  Trends 

 

Cycling,  Running, 
Adventure Racing 
 
 

Organized Youth Sports 
 
 

Dog Facilities – “Bark 
Parks” 



Emerging Challenge 

 

Emerald Ash Borer 

It is estimated that 20% of the trees in Lincoln are 

ash trees.   

There are about 12,000 ash trees growing along 

Lincoln’s streets. 



Regional Parks and Tournament Sports Facilities 

• Develop a tournament sports complex a Oak Lake Park 

• Acquire land for a regional park in the Stevens Creek Basin 

 
Community Parks 

• Develop Jensen Park 

• Develop Bison Park 

• Acquire land in the southern portion of the Stevens Creek Basin 

for a future community park 

 
Neighborhood Parks 

• Acquire and develop a four acre neighborhood park within each square mile  

of residential development, ideally co-located with an elementary school 

 
Open Space and Greenway Linkages 

• Implement Salt Valley Greenway, including Haines Branch Prairie Corridor 

 
Dog Runs / Dog Parks 

• Develop and implement a master plan for outdoor dog facilities  

 

 

Comprehensive Plan  

Guidance 



Comprehensive Plan  

Guidance 
 
Community Centers, Recreation Centers and Activity Centers 

• Replace Air Park Recreation Center with new facility at Arnold Elementary School 

• Explore opportunities of cooperative development of new community centers  

• with the YMCA in southeast and possibly northeast Lincoln 

• Explore development of “activity centers” at new public school facilities 

 
Aquatics Facilities 

• Complete a major renovation of Star City Shores 

• Develop a new community leisure pool facilities in northeast Lincoln 

• Renovate existing community and neighborhood pools 

• Promote development of an indoor aquatics center through cooperative ventures 

 
Indoor Ice Center 

• Promote development of the Breslow Ice Center through cooperative ventures 

 
City Golf Courses 

• Continue operation of the five golf courses 

 

 

 



Comprehensive Plan  

Guidance 
 

 
Public Trees 

• Continue to care for, plant, and replant public trees 

• Prepare readiness plans for Emerald Ash Borer infestation 

 

 

 



Comprehensive Plan  

Guidance 
 

 
Multi-Use Trails 

• Continue development of an interconnected trail system, including constructing 

trails in new growth areas  

• Widen some high use existing trails 

• Develop and fund a trail rehabilitation program as the trail system ages 

 

 

 



Annual Operating 

Budget –  

General Fund 

Golf Operating 

Budget –  

Golf Fund 

Capital 

Improvement 

Program  

(CIP) 

$12.4 million $3.0 million 

Funding Sources 

• General tax revenue 

• User fees 

• Grants 

Funding Sources 

• User fees 

 

Funding Sources 

• Keno 

• Cell tower rent 

• Impact fees 

• General tax revenue 

• Donations 

• Grants 

• Local option sales tax? 

 

 



Facility Repair 

and 

Replacement 

New  

Neighborhood Parks 

and Trails 

New Community 

Facilities 

$22.3 million $44.5 million $3.2 million 

Funding Sources 

• Keno 

• Cell tower rent 

• General tax revenue 

•Local option sales tax? 

 

Funding Sources 

• Impact fees 

• Grants 

 

Funding Sources 

• Local option sales tax? 

• Donations 

• Grants 

 



Facility Repair 

and 

Replacement 

$22.3 million 

Funding Sources 

• Keno 

• Cell tower rent 

• General tax revenue 

•Local option sales tax? 

 

85 playgrounds 
 

2 skateparks 
 

9 pools 
 

11 display fountains 
 

24 lighted ballfields 
 

9.5 acres of play courts (tennis, basketball) 
 

9 acres of building roofs (220 buildings) 
 

4 acres of building floor covering 
 

55 acres of parking lots 
 

11 miles of park roads 
 

32 miles of park walkways 
 

131 miles of trails 
 

125,000 public trees along streets and in parks 

 



New  

Neighborhood Parks 

and Trails 

$3.2 million 

Funding Sources 

• Impact fees 

• Grants 

 

New Neighborhood Parks 

Northeast 

• Waterford 
 

Northwest 

• North Hills 

• Fallbrook 

• Arnold 
 

Southeast 

• Grand Terrace 

• Village Gardens 

• Woodlands at Yankee Hill 
 

Southwest 

• Folsom Park 

• Timber Valley 

• New SW park acquisition 

 



New  

Neighborhood Parks 

and Trails 

$3.2 million 

Funding Sources 

• Impact fees 

• Grants 

 

New Trails 

Northeast 

• Waterford Trail – No. 84th to No. 98th to Holdrege 

 

Northwest 

• Fletcher Landmark Trail – No. 14th to North Star High 

 

Southeast 

• Beal Slough Trail – So. 56th to 84th  

•Wilderness Hills Trail – Yankee Hill to Rokeby 

 

Southwest 

• West Folsom Street to SW 40th 

 



New Community 

Facilities 

$44.5 million 

Funding Sources 

• Local option sales tax? 

• Donations 

• Grants 

 

Examples of Possible Future Projects 

Northeast 

• Renovation of the Woods Park Tennis Center 

• Roper Lake mountain bike / X country course 
 

Northwest  

• Tournament Sports Complex 

• Replacement Air Park Recreation Center with 

new facility at Arnold Elementary School 
 

Southeast 

• South Beltway trail corridor acquisition and 

underpass construction 

•Jensen Park initial phase development 
 

Southwest 

• Fencing and shelter for Martin Prairie bison 

pasture at Pioneers Park Nature 

• Rock Island Trail bridge between Densmore Park 

and Wilderness Park 
 



Golf  
Repair and Replacement 

$600,000 

needed 

annually for 

repair and 

replacement 

projects  

Funding Source 

• proposed 4% fee       

  increase over the   

  next four years 

 

Future Projects 

• Replacement of irrigation system at Ager 

• Replacement of irrigation system at Pioneers 

• Replacement of irrigation system at Holmes 

• Pond shoreline wall repair at Highlands 

• Pond shoreline wall repair at Mahoney 

• Replace clubhouse roof at Pioneers 

• Renovate restrooms at Pioneers 

• Renovate sand bunkers at Highlands 

• New forward tees at Mahoney 

 



Questions? 

parks.lincoln.ne.gov 
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