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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  
June 11, 2018  

Jon Carlson opened the meeting on Monday, June 11, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room, 
City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  
Eleven residents and five City staff attended: 

 Paul Johnson – East Campus CO  Karen Dienstbier – Eastridge NA 
 Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA  Jeremie Memming – Indian Village NA 
 Dennis Hecht -- Meadowlane Area RA  Mike DeKalb – University Place CO 
 Keith Roland – University Place CO  Russell Miller – Witherbee NA    
 Randy Smith – Woods Park NA  Mike Renken – NeighborWorks-Lincoln 
 Connie Duncan – LPS Board  Ryan Becker – KLLCB/Health  
 Lin Quenzer – Mayor’s Office   Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office     
 Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development   Chris Beutler -- Mayor 
  
Welcome & Introductions 
In the absence of Chair Tracy Corr, Jon Carlson, Mayor’s Aide, opened the meeting and led the introductions. 
Paul Johnson volunteered to take notes. 

Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Beutler introduced David Young and expressed his appreciation for David’s work on the Allo fiber optics 
project.   

The Mayor has been working on the City budget.  The additional funds from the increase in property tax values 
are mainly being budgeted for public safety in the form of additional School Resource Officers, Police & Fire 
personnel, new equipment and stations.  The Mayor will release the proposed budget to the City Council about 
a month earlier than in previous years. He invited Roundtable attendees to ask questions about the budget:  

Q. What does he think will be the biggest budget hurdles?   

A. Usually a suggestion is made to reduce the tax levy, but the plan is to invest the funds from city 
growth back into the community.  He feels that if policies are in place to promote community growth, 
then some of the increased revenue from the growth dividends must go back to service the growth 
in areas such as public safety, streets, parks & other City services. 

Q. Is road repair & revitalization being continued? 
A. The public Transportation Committee has examined & prioritized projects for roads.  The proposed 

.25% to .5% sales tax increase (which would take place after the current tax increase for public 
safety expires) would be used to pay for those projects.  Comment – New development needs 
infrastructure to be in place, but the up-front cost of that infrastructure can pull funds from 
maintenance of current infrastructure. 

Autonomous Shuttle  
David Young, Fiber Infrastructure and Right of Way Manager, Public Works and Utilities: 402-441-7711; 
dyoung@lincoln.ne.gov          

David explained the process by which the City of Lincoln applied for a grant from Bloomberg Philanthropies for 
an autonomous shuttle project. Lincoln was selected as one of 35 “Champion Cities” and received $100,000 to 
pilot an on-demand autonomous shuttle project. The pilot funds are being used to refine ideas and develop a 
public prototype. Public input has included in-depth interviews with a range of Lincoln’s residents representing 
different demographics and occupations. The pilot funding has allowed the City to borrow a Navya electric 
shuttle to test the possibilities and capabilities of on-demand autonomous shuttles.  Lincoln residents will have 
an opportunity to ride the test shuttle and share their perceptions on safety, need, shuttle operation and 
features.   

The next step in the grant process is a competition among the Champion Cities for additional funding. Grant 
applications are due in August. In October, four cities will receive $1 million to continue their project.  One city 



2 
 

will receive a grand prize of $5 million.  Ultimately, Lincoln’s goal is to have four to six autonomous shuttles 
travelling a fixed route in downtown for a few months in 2019.  

Roundtable discussion included thoughts and input about: 
 autonomous vehicles and shuttle technology,  
 potential shuttle service,  
 possible routes, and  
 ways to interact with the service, possibly including kiosks and an app.   

To schedule a ride and/or for more information, go to:  http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/pworks/shuttle/ 

Announcements    
▷ Ryan Becker of Keep Lincoln Lancaster County Beautiful displayed available signs & handouts 

advocating neighborhood fireworks cleanup during the upcoming Independence Day holiday (see 
Attachment 1). On July 5, there will be a post-fireworks Oak Lake cleanup. 

▷ A flyer was distributed about the Great Plains Trail Trek on Saturday, June 23. See Attachment 2. 

▷ A flyer was distributed about Uncle Sam Jam on Tuesday, July 3. See Attachment 3. 

Next Meeting/Agenda 
The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be July 9, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. Ideas for topics for 
included an update on the Neglected Building Registry and the City budget. The topic is TBD. 

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at about 6:40 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Paul Johnson. 



Fireworks Debris Prevention Program

The 4th of July - a time for parades, backyard barbecues and of course, fireworks. With the focus on 
fun, an important part of the celebration often gets forgotten. Every year following Independence Day, 
Lincoln and other Lancaster County communities are littered with fireworks debris. This summer Keep 
Lincoln & Lancaster County Beautiful (KLLCB) encourages residents to be responsible community 
members with one simple request: start with a boom, end with a broom.

For a Clean Community
Preventing litter is essential to a clean, healthy and safe community. Litter tends to accumulate in places 
that are already littered, and in littered communities property values go down, crime rates go up and 
businesses stay away. Local governments spend millions each year keeping communities clean.

For a Healthy Environment
Litter is harmful to the natural environment. Left unattended, it can be washed down storm drains and 
into streams, rivers and lakes. This makes our natural areas look bad and can harm wildlife. Fireworks 
in particular are made from several potentially harmful substances, including gunpowder and various 
metallic compounds. These substances can pollute air, water and soil

To Be a Good Neighbor
Cleaning up your litter is also part of being a good neighbor. Litter rarely stays in one place and 
someone else may get stuck cleaning up your mess.

Environmental Public Health
lincoln.ne.gov Health Environmental Waste KLLCB Programs

Fireworks Debris Prevention Program
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Here’s a few helpful tips for cleaning up your fireworks debris:

Unused or unwanted fireworks can be brought to a “no questions asked” drop off at Oak Lake Park for 
free disposal on July 5th from 10am-1pm.

What We’re Doing: KLLCB is working with community partners to get fireworks debris cleaned up this 
4th of July. We’ll be working with neighborhoods, County villages, local media and fireworks retailers to 
remind residents to clean up, support community cleanups and conduct surveys to determine the extent 
of the fireworks debris problem.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:: Help clean up after the largest 4th of July celebration in Lincoln, the 
Uncle Sam Jam. The annual Oak Lake Cleanup is scheduled for July 5th at 10am. Each volunteer 
receives a free reusable water bottle and lunch (while supplies last). For more information or to 
volunteer contact KLLCB at 402-441-8035 or kllcb@lincoln.ne.gov.

Know the law. Click here to view fireworks regulations for the City of Lincoln

City of Lincoln
Health Department
Environmental Public Health

Willa DiCostanzo
Environmental Health Educator
KLLCB@lincoln.ne.gov

3131 O St
Lincoln, NE, 68510 USA

402-441-8035
402-441-3890
NE Relay 7-1-1

Hours: 8:00 - 4:30 M-F

HIPAA Privacy & Security
Select Language ▼

Have the right cleanup equipment ready.
Allow spent fireworks to sit for several minutes - ensure fireworks are completely extinguished 
before approaching.
Use a broom to sweep up debris.
As a final precaution, temporarily place in a metal bucket or a bucket with sand or water.
Place cool fireworks in regular trash for disposal.
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Tuesday, July 3, 2018
Oak Lake Park • 1st & Charleston, Lincoln, Nebraska

Join us for Lincoln's free, official Independence Day Celebration, Tuesday, July 3 at Oak Lake 
Park. The family fun starts at 4 p.m. and refreshments from food vendors will be for sale 

throughout the afternoon.

ACTIVITIES
Enjoy canoeing, gaga pit, Snookball (new), disk golf, bingo, carnival games, horseshoes, wetland wonders (new), 
paddle pitch, marble drop (new), ladder toss, kite flying, box hockey, games, mancala (new), facepainting, bubbles, 
ballon twisting, water ballon toss, and more!

FOOD VENDORS
Cowboy Chicken, Funnel Cake Guy, Grandpa's Kettle Corn, Made it Myself shaved ice, Rita's of Lincoln, Taco Loco, 
Rosair's Kitchen, Valentinos

MUSIC BY SOUL DAWG!
Soul Dawg performance begins (ends at 9:30)

Soul Dawg's musical repertoire draws heavily on Top 40/soul/funk/R&B music from the 60s/70s/80s, including the 
songs of Earth, Wind, & Fire, Ohio Players, Stevie Wonder, The Commodores, Kool & the Gang, and KC & the 
Sunshine Band, to name a few.

More information on the band is available at souldawg.com.

Flag lowering by members of VFW posts and Girl Scout Troop 20568

FIREWORKS!
Enjoy the Pepsi and U-Stop fireworks show by J & M Displays. Tune in to the fireworks soundtrack on your favorite 
Uncle Sam Jam radio stations: B107.3 FM, Froggy 98.1 FM, 105.3 Wow FM and KLIN 1400 AM. 

Uncle Sam Jam

4 PM

6 PM

8:30 PM

10 PM
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HOW TO GET TO THE PARK

Take the StarTran Shuttle

Park Entrance
Shuttle Pick up / Drop off

Shuttle operates
continuously 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Pick up / Drop off sites:

Haymarket Parking Garage
9th and "Q" streets

Gold's Galleria
11th and "O" streets

County-City north parking
Northeast corner of 9th and "H" streets 
Free parking available in City lot bounded by 9th, 10th, "H" and "G" streets

County-City south parking
Southeast corner of 9th and "K" streets 
Free parking available in City lot bounded by 9th, 10th, "K" and "L" streets

Parking
Ample free parking is available at Oak Lake Park and the surrounding area. More parking can be found at the festival space north of 
Pinnacle Bank Arena and in the Haymarket Park lots. The public is encouraged to arrive early to avoid traffic delays.

Handi-Van service is available for those eligible, and reservations can be made by calling StarTran at 402-441-7109.

Map data ©2018 GoogleReport a map error
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