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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  

June 13, 2016    

 

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, June 13, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference 
Room, City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  

Fourteen residents and five City staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA  Carl Tesch – Autumn Wood NA  
 Russ Irwin – Clinton NO  Rifka Keilson – Country Club    
 Paul Johnson – East Campus CO  Karen Dienstbier – Eastridge NA   
 Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA  Scott Richert – Indian Village NA   
 Amanda Huckins – Near South NA   Bill Vocasek – West A NA   
 Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office  Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept 
 Russell Miller – Lincoln Neigh Alliance  Adam Rhoads – Health/KLLCB 
 Mike Renken – NW-L  Paul Barnes – Planning Dept 
 Matt Lee – Marcus Cinemas  Tim O’Neill – Attorney for Marcus Cinemas  
 Mayor Beutler 

Welcome & Introductions 

Everyone introduced themselves. Paul Johnson volunteered to take notes.  

Mayor’s Comments      

Mayor Beutler said the online budget survey will be available for a couple of weeks.  The budget is 
very tight and so we want input from the public (Attachment 1).  Big items include:  

o $29 million estimated cost to remove 14,000 ash trees that are on public property that will die 
from Emerald Ash Borer.  This estimated cost is over 15 years and includes removal, 
replacement, public outreach, and the treatment of trees to slow tree death so that removal 
can occur over a period of years.  

o Police & Fire pensions. 
There is a public town hall meeting to discuss the budget planned for June 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00   
p.m. at the County-City building.  Contact Rick Hoppe for reservations to attend. 

 
Mayor Beutler encouraged everyone to attend the fireworks and Uncle Sam Jam on July 3rd.     

Proposed Zoning Amendments 

Rachel Jones, Planner, Development Review, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department stated 
a group of 27 minor text amendments have been compiled by staff and include correction of minor 
errors, clarification of unclear terms and concepts, and more substantive changes that streamline 
approval processes for City staff and the public (Attachment 2). For questions or comments, please 
contact Rachel Jones at 402-441-7603 or rjones@lincoln.ne.gov. There will be a pre-briefing for the 
Planning Commission on June 22nd.    

Proposed Accessory Building Amendments 

Andrew Thierolf, Planner, Development Review, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department 
reviewed proposed regulations for residential accessory buildings (Attachment 3). This update will add 
regulations for residential accessory building area. It was developed by a working group comprised of 
homebuilders, neighborhood representatives, and others involved with local real estate. For questions 
or comments, please contact Andrew Thierolf at 402-441-6371 or athierolf@lincoln.ne.gov. There will 
be a pre-briefing for the Planning Commission on June 22nd.    
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City Theater Policy and Related Zoning   

Paul Barnes, Long Range Planning Manager, Lincoln-Lancaster Co. Planning Department 
(Attachment 4). 

 Policy change proposed by Councilman Christensen 

 The current policy was established in 1984.  It was designed to support a strong downtown 
entertainment district. 

o Theaters with more than 6 screens are permitted in the Downtown (B-4) district. 
o Theaters with up to 6 screens are permitted in B-5 Planned Regional Business 

districts. 

 Proposed changes would remove the 6 screen limit in the B-5 district.  Smaller theaters with 4 
or fewer screens would be allowed in B-2 & B-3 commercial districts such as Havelock and 
University Place neighborhoods. 

 Discussions are being held with interested parties such as the Downtown Lincoln Association 
and Marcus Theaters (owner of all first-run theaters in Lincoln). 

 There are no theaters in north Lincoln.  An area off of North 27th Street was approved by 
special permit for several years, but was eventually dropped and a hotel was built on the site. 

 Generally, a film is not shown in a second theater that is within 5 miles of the first theater. 

 Consultants are being hired to study the proposal and come up with a response in about 6 
weeks. 

 There has been no interest by any theater developers for changes in the current policy, only a 
proposal by Councilman Christensen.  The Planning Department has no recommendations at 
this time. 

 Current policy does not allow smaller neighborhood theaters.  

 Marcus Theaters representatives attending the Roundtable meeting provided requested 
information about their theaters: 

o Omaha Midtown theater has 5 screens with food, but it is owned by the developer and 
managed by Marcus. 

o Alamo Drafthouse theater in LaVista has 8 screens with bar and food. 
o Matt Lee, VP of Operations for Marcus said that 6 screens are working for the 

company.  Additional theaters in outlying areas of Lincoln would pull most of their 
patrons from the current smaller theaters.   

 Lincoln is rather unique with its zoning policy.   

 Theater developers need consistent zoning for their planning. 

 Proposed change is packaged so that all or none must pass.   Cannot consider parts 
individually. 

Severe Weather Policy 

A Summer Roundtable meeting cancellation policy was discussed.  It was decided that if there are 
severe weather Warnings of any type, then there would be no meeting.  This includes tornado, severe 
thunderstorm and flash flood warnings.  

Announcements 

 Adam Rhodes, Keep Lincoln-Lancaster County Beautiful, announced that fireworks cleanup 
yard signs and handouts are available to encourage neighborhood fireworks debris cleanup 
(Attachment 5).  

 Uncle Sam Jam will be July 3rd (Attachment 6).  

 Wynn Hjermstad, Urban Development Department, stated the FY 16 Annual Action Plan for 
HUD Entitlement Programs is available for public comment through June 20th.  Contact Wynn 
for more information. 
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Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be July 11, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.  The 
topic is the biennial City budget.   

Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m.  

 

Submitted by  Paul Johnson 
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