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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  

October 8, 2018  

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, October 8, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room, 

City/County/Building, Lincoln, NE.      

Attendance  

Fourteen residents and six City staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA  Lindsay Limbach – Belmont NA 
 Jennifer Powell – Country Club NA  Karen Dienstbier – Eastridge NA   
 Pat Stear – Hartley NA  Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA   
 Mike DeKalb – University Place CO  Keith Roland – University Place CO   
 Bill Vocasek – West A NA  Fred Freytag – Witherbee NA 
 Russell Miller – Witherbee NA   Randy Smith – Woods Park NA   
 Lin Quenzer – Mayor’s Office  Steve Henrichsen – Planning Dept. 
 Rachel Jones – Planning Dept.  Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept. 
 David Landis – Urban Development Dept.  Connie Duncan -- Lincoln Public School Board 
 Mariella Resendiz Alvarado – Holmes CLC  Mayor Beutler 

Welcome & Introductions 

Attendees were welcomed and introductions made. Karen Dienstbier volunteered to take notes.  

Mayor’s Comments 

Mayor Beutler didn’t have a report this month. He asked for comments and questions from those present. 

Some of the comments and questions covered: 

▶ Emerald Ash Borer and the Adopt a Tree Program: At a future meeting we will have a presentation 

on the Emerald Ash Borer and how the City is handling the situation.  

▶ Investment in City Parks:  Some Roundtable attendees expressed dissatisfaction with the “natural” 

look (aka un-mowed) that Parks & Recreation is using in parts of the City parks. Some feel that more 

manicured city parks would be better.  

▶ Pedestrian/Vehicular Conflicts in Downtown Lincoln: Construction on 10th Street and on other 

downtown streets is causing traffic lane closures. The lane closures make it very difficult for pedestrians 

to cross the street safely. Vehicles feel pressured to get through the intersection, but not all do, so cars 

stop in the crosswalks. This makes use of the crosswalks by pedestrians difficult or impossible. To cross 

the street, pedestrians often are forced walk outside of the crosswalk and into traffic lanes.  Mayor 

suggested the use of message boards to remind drivers not to block the crosswalks. 

▶ Increased Public Awareness of Tax Dollar Uses:  The public is not as aware as they should be of 

where their tax dollars are being spent. A Roundtable attendee suggested using signs placed in various 

spots in the city where work is being done to indicate the cost of the projects.  

▶ Tree Trimming by LES: Some Roundtable attendees reported that storm damage of some City trees 

have been trimmed in such a way as to make the trees unattractive to passersby.  The Mayor’s Office 

will look into the tree trimming by LES workers to clear limbs away from the electrical lines. A solution is 

to bury power lines.  It was noted that this concept is included in the Neighborhood Plan for Action.  

▶ Small Cell Technology on light poles: Why is this allowed?  Mayor stated that this is guided by 

federal regulations and the feds do not work with municipalities on safety and esthetics. 
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Defining and Registering Neighborhood Associations  

David Landis, Director, Urban Development Department: 402-441-7126, dlandis@lincoln.ne.gov; Wynn Hjermstad, 
Community Development Manager, Livable Neighborhoods Division, Urban Development Department: 402-441-8211, 
whjermstad@lincoln.ne.gov.  

The State of Nebraska is now requiring Redevelopment Authorities throughout the state to begin notifying 
neighborhood associations that may be impacted by new redevelopment projects using Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF).  The Urban Development Department is the Redevelopment Authority for the City of Lincoln. 
The required notification will include all registered neighborhood associations within a one-mile radius of a 
redevelopment project. The question before us is how to define neighborhood associations for purposes of 
registration and TIF process notification.  The legislation requires cities to contact neighborhood associations to 
ask how they want to be notified: email, regular U.S. mail, or U.S. Certified mail.   E-mail is not an issue, but 
certified mail is more labor intensive and costly. 

The City would like input from neighborhood representatives about the definition of associations to fulfill   
registration requirements. Which, if any, of these might be reasonable requirements for a neighborhood 
association to be registered to receive notification: a list of officers, bylaws, minimum membership numbers, 
minimum number of public meetings, etc.  Do Roundtable attendees have other thoughts on how best to fulfill 
the neighborhood association registration requirement? 

It should be noted that both the Planning Department and Urban Development will still maintain contact lists and 
will continue to send notifications as they now do even if neighborhoods do not meet the requirements to be a 
“registered neighborhood association” -- whatever those requirements ultimately are.    

Attendees asked staff to work on a definition and send it to the Roundtable mail list and we can reply via email 
with our input.  

Proposed Zoning Text Amendments: Parking, Redevelopment and Screening 

Rachel Jones, Lincoln-Lancaster Planning Department: 402-441-7603, rjones@lincoln.ne.gov.  

The Planning Department will be proposing two Zoning Text Amendments pertaining to parking and 
redevelopment regulations. One will address requirements for screening and landscaping, and the other – later 
this year – will provide a general update of the Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping.  The first 
of the two amendments will be finalized and posted online for public review. 

Roundtable representatives were forwarded an email message from Ms. Jones on October 9, 2018. The Planning 
Commission will hold public hearings about the proposed changes on November 14, 2018. For more information, 

lincon.ne.gov, keyword: planning and see the “Current News” column.  Also, see Attachment 1. 

November Meeting  

The next regularly scheduled meeting is November 12th which is on the observance of Veteran’s Day and City 
offices are closed.  Attendees decided to move the meeting to November 5th. 

Announcements  

 Tracy Corr brought up the Mayor’s term limits on the November 6th election.  It is worded so that Mayor 
Beutler could not run again in the spring.  Usually, term limits are not worded retroactively as this is.   

 Karen Dienstbier announced the League of Women Voters will have an election forum on October 25th 
at the Unitarian Church, 6300 A Street. 

 Mike DeKalb announced the Fall Festival at Whitehall Mansion on October 13th from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
There will be lots of fun activities for kids.  

 Lindsay Limbach announced the CLC celebration at Belmont on the 25th from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  

 Jon Carlson urged associations to be aware of scam phone calls and e-mails that some neighborhoods 

had experienced. See Attachment 2. 

mailto:dlandis@lincoln.ne.gov
mailto:whjermstad@lincoln.ne.gov
mailto:rjones@lincoln.ne.gov
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Next Meeting/Agenda 

The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be November 5, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. The topic will 
be continued discussion on the proposed zoning text amendments for parking and redevelopment regulations. 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at about 6:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Karen Dienstbier. 



WHY�IS�AN�UPDATE�NEEDED?�

The Comprehensive Plan encourages equity in redevelopment 

mechanisms for older and newer areas of the city while 

strengthening design standards to improve sense of place.  

This group of text amendments would strive to meet these 

goals with changes to increase flexibility of the parking 

regulations, appropriate reductions to minimum parking, and 

additional screening and landscaping requirements for 

parking lots.  A general update of the Design Standards for 

Screening and Landscaping is also proposed to make the 

standards easier to understand and enforce. 

TEXT��
AMENDMENT�
�

PROPOSED�AMENDMENTS�TO�THE�CITY�OF�LINCOLN�
ZONING�ORDINANCE�AND�DESIGN�STANDARDS�

UPDATE�PROCESS�

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department in 

cooperation with other City departments compiled and 

drafted the proposed text amendments. They are currently 

available for public review and comment.  

In November-December 2018, it is anticipated that the 

Planning Commission and City Council will hold public 

hearings on the proposed amendments.   

WHAT�DOES�THIS�UPDATE�INCLUDE?�

This is a set of proposed text amendments primarily to the 

Lincoln Municipal Code Title 27, the Zoning Ordinance and 

the Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping.  A list 

of amendments can be found on the reverse page. 

�

♦ Parking�and�Related�
Screening/Landscaping�

♦ Update�of�the�Design�
Standards�for�Screening�&�
Landscaping�

�

The Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Planning Department welcomes  your 
questions and comments. 

Zoning - Rachel Jones 

402-441-7603 

rjones@lincoln.ne.gov 

Screening and Landscaping - 

Collin Christopher 

402-441-6370 

cchristopher@lincoln.ne.gov  

QUESTIONS�OR�COMMENTS�

THIS�PROPOSED�UPDATE�ONLY�

APPLIES�TO�LINCOLN�AND�ITS�

3-MILE�JURISDICTION

DETAILED�PROPOSAL�

AVAILABLE�AT�

lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/

Attachment 1



PROPOSED�AMENDMENTS

Zoning Ordinance 

♦ Allow parking in the side yard setback in the H-2, H-3 and H-4 zoning districts when not abutting a 

residential district. 

♦ Reduce the minimum parking for restaurants and on-sale alcohol in the B-2 and B-5 zoning 

districts from 1 stall per 100 square feet to 1 stall per 300 square feet.   

♦ Reduce the minimum parking in the H-2 zoning district from 1 stall per 300 square feet to 1 stall 

per 600 square feet. 

♦ Allow off-site parking in the H-4 zoning district. 

♦ Allow the maximum separation distance for off-site parking to be measured from the nearest point 

of the parking lot that contains the required stalls.  

♦ Simplify the shared (joint) parking provisions and allow shared parking in all zoning districts. 

♦ Allow administrative approval of minor parking modifications including reducing the minimum 

required parking and increasing the maximum parking separation distance.  

Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping 

♦ Require more parking lot trees by removing the exemption for parking lots less than 6,000 square 

feet, requiring a minimum of one tree for all parking lots regardless of size, and increasing the 

overall number of trees required per parking lot by one. 

♦ Increase perimeter parking lot screening by removing the exemption for shallower lots (lots less 

than 150 feet deep). 

♦ Require internal landscaped islands based on parking lot square footage with parking lot trees 

planted within the islands if space allows. 

♦ Clarify that the exemption for screening between abutting parking lots is only allowed if the 

parking lots are connected via drive aisle. 

♦ Increased open space screening based on building coverage square footage. 

♦ Require street trees during the building permitting process for new construction or for major 

remodeling/reinvestment that exceeds 50% of the property’s current assessed value. 

♦ General revisions to the Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping to improve 

organization, clarify certain screening calculations, and revise monitoring and enforcement 

procedures. 

Revisions are also proposed to the Standards for Parking Lots, the Lincoln Downtown Design Standards, and 

the South Haymarket Design Standards resulting from the above screening and landscaping changes. 
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