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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  

November 5, 2018  

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, November 5, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room, 

City/County/Building, Lincoln, NE.      

Attendance  

Thirteen residents and seven City staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA  Anna Eickholt – Country Club NA 
 Paul Johnson – East Campus CO  Pat Anderson-Sifuentez – Everett NA & NWL 
 Paula Baker – Everett NA  Pat Stear – Hartley NA   
 Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA  Grant Daily – South Salt Creek CO   
 Mike DeKalb – University Place CO  Russell Miller – Witherbee NA    
 Randy Smith – Woods Park NA  Mike Renken – NWL   
 Bennie Shobe – City Council  Lin Quenzer – Mayor’s Office   
 Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office  Steve Henrichsen – Planning Dept.   
 Rachel Jones – Planning Dept.  Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept. 
 Collin Christopher – Planning Dept.  Mayor Beutler 

Welcome & Introductions 

Attendees were welcomed and introductions made. Paul Johnson volunteered to take notes.  

Mayor’s Comments 

Mayor Beutler had no comments this time. 

 
Proposed Zoning Text Amendments: Parking, Redevelopment and Screening  

Rachel Jones, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department: 402-441-7603, rjones@lincoln.ne.gov & 
Collin Christopher, Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department: 402-441- 6370, cchristopher@lincoln.ne.gov.  

Planning Department staff introduced this topic at the October Roundtable meeting (see Attachment 1). This 

month, the presentation was a more in-depth review of the proposed Zoning Text Amendments pertaining to 
parking and redevelopment regulation changes.  

After a slide presentation (See Attachment 2), Rachel Jones and Collin Christopher responded to questions, 

listened to comments from Roundtable representatives, and restated presentation points: 

 How is off-site parking enforced? The City requires a contract for a minimum of 10 years. If there are 
changes, the off-site parking owner/manager must notify the City and revise the contract. To be qualify 
as an off-site parking area, the number of parking spaces must exceed the number of spaces required 
by the other parking area users.  

 The proposed changes would allow shared (joint) parking when uses are not concurrent in all zoning 
districts. For example, an office or business open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm could share parking with 
another business that primarily needed parking after 5:00 pm. 

 A question arose concerning the definition of “minor” within the proposed administrative approval of 
minor parking modifications for all zoning districts. Planning staff estimated that about 25% of the 
standards could be adjusted by Planning staff without a public hearing.  The estimate was based on 
experiences with other regulations. 

 Was the intent of the amendment to increase or decrease parking?  The answer was, “Neither. The 
proposed changes would allow more flexibility in addressing individual project needs.”  That flexibility 
should help older areas of the city redevelop. 

 Abutting parking lots are currently not required to provide screening where they abut. The proposed 
change would allow this to continue, but only if the lots have interconnected circulation. 

 The proposed change would eliminate the shallow lot screening exemption. 
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 Shade trees would be required within parking lots – perimeter trees would no longer be accepted as a 
substitute for trees within parking lots. 

 More open space screening would be required for larger parking lots. 

 New commercial building construction or major commercial remodels (over 50% of value) would be 
required to include street trees in their parking lot design. 

 The proposed change would allow minor updates and changes to the Design Standards through 
Planning Department action and without a public hearing. This could include: language clarification, 
reorganization of landscape requirements into a single section of the Design Standards, updates of 
review and enforcement procedures, and reformatting to improve ease of use by the public. 

 Is there enforcement of the landscaping design standards that require the replacement of dead or 
destroyed trees?  Currently, this primarily occurs when the City receives a complaint, although Collin 
Christopher’s responsibilities in the Planning Department now include some enforcement duties. 

For more information, lincon.ne.gov, keyword: planning and see the “Current News” column.   

Announcements  

• Urban Wood as a Resource:  On Thursday, November 29, 5:30 – 7:30 pm, the Lincoln Parks & 
Recreation Department and the Nebraska Forest Service will host speaker Don Peterson of the Urban 
Wood Network, at Turbine Flats, 2124 Y Street. The presentation & discussion is for anyone interested 
in reclaiming ash wood in Lincoln. For more information, email: parks@lincoln.ne.gov.  

• A reminder to review the proposed definition of Neighborhood Associations in connection with 
determining preferred notification means concerning redevelopment projects that use Tax Increment 
Financing.  Please provide comments to Wynn Hjermstad before December 3rd at 
whjermstad@lincoln.ne.gov.  

Next Meeting/Agenda 

The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be December 10, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. The topic is 
TBD.  

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at about 6:30 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, Paul Johnson. 
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WHY�IS�AN�UPDATE�NEEDED?�

The Comprehensive Plan encourages equity in redevelopment 

mechanisms for older and newer areas of the city while 

strengthening design standards to improve sense of place.  

This group of text amendments would strive to meet these 

goals with changes to increase flexibility of the parking 

regulations, appropriate reductions to minimum parking, and 

additional screening and landscaping requirements for 

parking lots.  A general update of the Design Standards for 

Screening and Landscaping is also proposed to make the 

standards easier to understand and enforce. 

TEXT��
AMENDMENT�
�

PROPOSED�AMENDMENTS�TO�THE�CITY�OF�LINCOLN�
ZONING�ORDINANCE�AND�DESIGN�STANDARDS�

UPDATE�PROCESS�

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Planning Department in 

cooperation with other City departments compiled and 

drafted the proposed text amendments. They are currently 

available for public review and comment.  

In November-December 2018, it is anticipated that the 

Planning Commission and City Council will hold public 

hearings on the proposed amendments.   

WHAT�DOES�THIS�UPDATE�INCLUDE?�

This is a set of proposed text amendments primarily to the 

Lincoln Municipal Code Title 27, the Zoning Ordinance and 

the Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping.  A list 

of amendments can be found on the reverse page. 

�

♦ Parking�and�Related�
Screening/Landscaping�

♦ Update�of�the�Design�
Standards�for�Screening�&�
Landscaping�

�

The Lincoln-Lancaster County 
Planning Department welcomes  your 
questions and comments. 

Zoning - Rachel Jones 

402-441-7603 

rjones@lincoln.ne.gov 

Screening and Landscaping - 

Collin Christopher 

402-441-6370 

cchristopher@lincoln.ne.gov  

QUESTIONS�OR�COMMENTS�

THIS�PROPOSED�UPDATE�ONLY�

APPLIES�TO�LINCOLN�AND�ITS�

3-MILE�JURISDICTION

DETAILED�PROPOSAL�

AVAILABLE�AT�

lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/

Attachment 1



PROPOSED�AMENDMENTS 

Zoning Ordinance 

♦ Allow parking in the side yard setback in the H-2, H-3 and H-4 zoning districts when not abutting a 

residential district. 

♦ Reduce the minimum parking for restaurants and on-sale alcohol in the B-2 and B-5 zoning 

districts from 1 stall per 100 square feet to 1 stall per 300 square feet.   

♦ Reduce the minimum parking in the H-2 zoning district from 1 stall per 300 square feet to 1 stall 

per 600 square feet. 

♦ Allow off-site parking in the H-4 zoning district.   

♦ Allow the maximum separation distance for off-site parking to be measured from the nearest point 

of the parking lot that contains the required stalls.  

♦ Simplify the shared (joint) parking provisions and allow shared parking in all zoning districts.   

♦ Allow administrative approval of minor parking modifications including reducing the minimum 

required parking and increasing the maximum parking separation distance.  

 

Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping 

♦ Require more parking lot trees by removing the exemption for parking lots less than 6,000 square 

feet, requiring a minimum of one tree for all parking lots regardless of size, and increasing the 

overall number of trees required per parking lot by one. 

♦ Increase perimeter parking lot screening by removing the exemption for shallower lots (lots less 

than 150 feet deep). 

♦ Require internal landscaped islands based on parking lot square footage with parking lot trees 

planted within the islands if space allows. 

♦ Clarify that the exemption for screening between abutting parking lots is only allowed if the 

parking lots are connected via drive aisle. 

♦ Increased open space screening based on building coverage square footage. 

♦ Require street trees during the building permitting process for new construction or for major 

remodeling/reinvestment that exceeds 50% of the property’s current assessed value. 

♦ General revisions to the Design Standards for Screening and Landscaping to improve 

organization, clarify certain screening calculations, and revise monitoring and enforcement 

procedures. 

Revisions are also proposed to the Standards for Parking Lots, the Lincoln Downtown Design Standards, and 

the South Haymarket Design Standards resulting from the above screening and landscaping changes. 
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