














Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable Meeting Notes 

July 8, 2024 

Chairperson Tracy Corr called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 

Attendees introduced themselves and what neighborhood they were representing. 

Mayor Gaylor Baird was attending another meeting and therefore could not be present. Jon 
Carlson provided an update in her absence. He reminded the group that City Council would 
be hearing testimony on the Mayor’s proposed biennial budget on Monday, August 5,  2024, 
starting at 3 p.m. He encouraged attendees to write a letter in support or testify so City 
Councilmembers heard from both sides. City Council will vote on the budget August 26, 
2024. 

Brian Will from the Planning Department presented a zoning text amendment to convert the 
special permit for the sale of alcohol to a conditional use. He began the presentation by 
stating this is a change in process. No rules will be modified as a result of this change. 

In the City of Lincoln, alcohol sales are not allowed everywhere and anywhere. For 
example, alcohol sales are not allowed in residential districts. In comparison, both on-sale 
and o -sale alcohol sales are allowed by right in the B4 district, which is the downtown 
area of the City. In some zoning districts, such as B2 and B5, alcohol sales are a conditional 
use already. B2 and B5 zoning districts are newer regional shopping centers. Brian gave 
examples of 70th & Pioneers, Edgewood, and Appalachian Way. A special permit is needed 
for the remaining zoning districts. It was also noted that a separate special permit is 
needed for on-sale and o -sale. 

Currently there is a minimum spacing requirement from residential uses, daycares, 
churches, parks, mental health institutions and an establishment selling alcohol. This 
requirement will not be changing with this text amendment. 

Brian gave a brief history of alcohol sales and zoning. Originally, City Council could adjust 
the aforementioned spacing requirements. This practice created a lot of controversy and 
raised concerns that not all businesses were being treated equitably. In 2004, the 
regulations were updated so that the spacing could not be varied and made the Planning 
Commission, instead of the City Council, the final authority. If all conditions are met to sell 
alcohol, the permit cannot really be denied. If the requirements (lighting, noise, spacing, 
etc.) cannot be met, a business should not even apply. A business can pay up to $1,100 for 
a City of Lincoln permit to sell alcohol.  

Since 2001, there have been 120 applications. 118 of those have been approved and two 
were withdrawn. 



Brian stated that the special permit process for alcohol sales is already functioning as a 
conditional use. This is primarily because if the applicant meets the requirements, they will 
more than likely be granted approval. If they do not meet the expectations, they do not 
apply. 

Therefore, the proposed text amendment should make it easier for business owners as well 
as save them time and money.  

Lincoln is the only city in the state that requires a special permit to sell alcohol in addition 
to a state liquor license. This proposal would remove the extra requirement.  

The State Liquor Commission has 45 days from the date of application to approve or deny a 
liquor license. Changing the sale of alcohol from a special permit to a conditional use will 
result in a quicker response time from the City of Lincoln in order to meet the 45-day 
requirement. Applications will still be reviewed internally by City of Lincoln sta  before 
going to City Council. If an application does not meet all of the criteria, the business can 
ask for conditional approval.  

Approval of this text amendment will mean the City of Lincoln will lose its ability to revoke a 
special permit for the sale of alcohol. Brian noted that since 2001 (when he started with the 
City), the City has never pursued this course of action. However, the State can still revoke a 
permit to sell alcohol and the City could initiate that process. 

In summary, the proposed text amendment to change the sale of alcohol from a special 
permit to a conditional use streamlines the bureaucratic process, eliminates ambiguity 
and increases e iciency for both the City and the business owner. 

Dick Piersol from the Country Club Neighborhood asked if there would still be a distinction 
between on and o  sale designations. Brian Will confirmed. 

Kyle from the Bethany Neighborhood asked how the code would be updated to reflect this 
change. Brian indicated that there would be no changes to the code except eliminating the 
words special permit and inputting conditional use in its place. 

Kyle also inquired if the number of establishments would increase due to this change. 
Brian did not expect any increase. 

Brian reiterated that the Planning Department will still review all applications for 
businesses intending to sell alcohol to ensure they meet the minimum criteria. 

The proposed text amendment is scheduled to go before the Planning Commission on July 
24, 2024. After that, it will go to City Council for final approval in August. 

Announcements 



 Eastridge Neighborhood will have a co ee truck at the corner of Randolph and 
Mulder Drive from 8 – 10:30 a.m. on July 13, 2024. 

 The Prescott Neighborhood will have Kona Ice at the Bishop Heights Park on July 17, 
2024, between 6 and 7:30 p.m. 

 Indian Village and Irvingdale Neighborhood Associations are having a joint pool 
party at Irvingdale Pool on July 23, 2024, from 6:30 – 8 p.m. 

 Nebraska Disability Pride will be celebrating 34 years since the signing of the 
Americans with Disability Act with an event at the Antelope Park Band Shelter on 
July 27, 2024, between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

Peter Hind, Urban Development Director, thanked Wynn Hjermstad for her 32 years of 
service to the City of Lincoln. She has worked under six di erent mayors and attended 
380 Mayor’s Neighborhood Roundtable meetings. Thanks, Wynn! We will miss you. 

Peter then introduced Stephanie Rouse as the new Community Development Director. 
Stephanie has been working in the City of Lincoln Planning Department for several 
years. She and Wynn have sat on a lot of the same committees which should make the 
transition easier.  

Stephanie stated that the updated Design Standards were going to City Council for 
approval on Monday, July 15, 2024. 

A question was asked about Complete Streets and how the work will move forward. 
David Cary, Planning Director, stated the work will continue and he will decide who it is 
assigned to. 

Chairperson Tracy Corr adjourned the meeting at 6:24 p.m. 
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